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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Sodom and Gomorrah”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
“Free From Sodom and Gomorrah”

What in the world does the title mean?  It means that, just like Lot, we become accustomed to the world in which we live and sometimes we have to be dragged out of it.  All of us were slaves to sin before God performed His miraculous work in us to bring us to Him.  Our background as sinners determines the type of sins that tempt us.  Probably none of us were serial killers but we were all slaves to sin.  I am convinced that all of us at one time have understood the absolute holiness of God and the absolute sinfulness of man in general and the need for the work of Jesus in the world.  If we had even a spark of good in us then the Law given to Moses should have been sufficient, but we know that was not the case.  It may still be difficult to admit that we were slaves to sin but the Bible clearly portrays us in that light before that work of God within us:

Eph 2:1 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,

Eph 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.”

That we were children of wrath means that we were under the wrathful hand of God:
John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

In his letter to the Romans, Paul continues to bear down on this topic since we do have a hard time with the truth of our sinful nature:
Rom 6:16 “Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?”
Praise God, He did not leave us in that situation and Paul gives us one of those wonderful “But God” situations:

Rom 6:17 “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,

Rom 6:18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

Rom 6:20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.”
When Paul says that previously we were free relating to righteousness, he means that we had no ability to be righteous.  Even while we were slaves to sin God transformed our hearts:

Eph 2:4 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),”

Before we were born again, we lived in a type of Sodom and Gomorrah.  I mean that, as all of the above clearly states, we lived in sin.  All Christians have some particular sins that had become habitual before our rebirth.  Perhaps our sins were as described by Jesus: 

Matt 15:19 “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.”
Mark 7:22 “deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.”
Whatever those sins were, they may still be attractive to our remaining sin nature, and that is what I mean by our being tempted to live in Sodom and Gomorrah.  God took Lot out of that area and then destroyed the cities so that he could not return.  But in his mind they still existed.  Lot later was a participant in a terrible sin of sexual immorality (Gen 20:30-38).  God did not destroy our sin “cities” but He did provide the means for us to resist and grow in holiness:
2Cor 5:17 “Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”
Rom 6:6 “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;

Rom 6:7 for he who has died is freed from sin.”
Jesus suffered the wrath of God on the cross for our sins so that, spiritually, our sins are gone from before God and we have the righteousness of God (double imputation).  Spiritually then we are already given a seat in Heaven with God:
Eph 2:6 “and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,”

But as long as we are physically alive we will undergo the transformation called sanctification as God works in us to make us more like Jesus here and now.  Removing our tendency to go back to Sodom and Gomorrah involves our cooperation with God.  We must constantly fight our remaining sin nature.  I revert to the KJV of the Bible for the wonderful word “reckon” as one of the keys to remaining out of our sin “cities”:  
Rom 6:11 “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
When we “reckon” something, we are making it known to us in a fundamentally powerful manner so that it becomes a dominant factor in all decisions.  Perhaps the most important work we can do is to be totally involved in the renewing of our mind:

Rom 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

When our mind is renewed to conform to the Word of God, it is much easier to reckon ourselves dead to sin.  As we walk in the world we will often fail and even Paul had struggles with the pull of sin (Rom 7:14-25) but we have the wonderful promise from God:
2Cor 4:16 “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.”
Never be discouraged, for God is at work in our lives (Rom 8:28).  He is sovereign in all things.  Keep resisting the pull of Sodom and Gomorrah.  
