Living Theology Friends0815
Leon Combs
April 13, 2008
Free In Jesus!
“Free From an Earthly Focus or Perspective”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
Perhaps our main difficulty in our relationship with the Father is our focus or perspective.  We cannot ever completely attain to His focus or perspective as long as we are tethered to this earth.  People who are not children of God have only an earthly focus and after we become His children we still have that focus interfering with our understanding of Him and our circumstances.  
For example, when we photograph something there will always be something in the picture that is not quite in focus because we have an object in the picture that we want emphasized.  My wife and I often use this concept when looking at a particular circumstance in our life.  We will sometimes look at the event and say “it sure looks like a snake” or “it sure looks like a stone”.  What we mean is in relation to the following statements of Jesus:
Matt 7:9 “Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone?

Matt 7:10 Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?”

We know that He will give us what is good:

Matt 7:11 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”

However, because of our faulty perspective, we do not always see the event properly.  We also have the wonderful promise:

Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

Sometimes – perhaps often – God gives us an event that, because of our earthly focus, seems to be a stone or a snake.  We can then rejoice because we know that it is really a loaf or a fish.  It may take us days, weeks, months, or even years to see the event from God’s perspective but such are often the means God uses in our sanctification.  We can rejoice because He has given us the opportunity to improve our focus.  He has given us a learning experience as well as an event for our good.  
What are some apparent stones or snakes in your life today?  Perhaps it is an illness or the loss of a job or it could be something that seems wonderful like a new car that you just splurged and bought.  
The last possibility gives us the opportunity to look at this freedom from another “perspective”.  Sometimes what we think is a fish or a loaf may actually be a snake or a stone!  In splurging to buy that car, boat, or whatever that you always wanted, you may have overspent your budget and you are going to have some serious financial difficulties in your life.  The splurge may even cause financial problems in very important areas of our lives.  Some purchases also require the expenditure of a lot of time in using the purchase such as a new set of golf clubs or a new boat.  We bought a sail boat once and we did have a lot of good times with it but it was expensive to keep up and to dock it.  We finally had what a lot of people call the happiest day in the life of the owner of a boat: the selling of the boat!  When someone buys that dream set of golf clubs he then has the obligation to use and show off the clubs.  He finds himself playing golf more often and then perhaps joining an expensive golf club.  The initial investment then pales compared to the eventual cost of money and time.  

Since becoming a child of God we own nothing.  We are stewards of all that we have here and that includes our time.  May a child of God own a sailboat?  Of course he has that freedom, but be careful!  May a child of God play golf?  Of course he may, but be careful!  Any hobby can quickly be revealed as a snake but carefully utilized it may also be a fish.  

Whenever we find ourselves looking at something totally from our earthly perspective we need to carefully back off and work to gain God’s perspective.  That new job possibility may look wonderful until you investigate it thoroughly from His perspective.  What will be the total cost involved in that new job?  

So when we are faced with what seems like a horrible event or a wonderful event in our lives we must view that event as an opportunity to closely examine it from God’s perspective.  Is it a loaf or a stone?  Is it a fish or a snake?  We know that God will only give us loaves and fish so examine it closely.  
I am sure that you know of many questions to ask to begin an examination of something to determine God’s perspective on it such as: does it glorify God?; does it aid in our sanctification?; does it further the Kingdom of God?; etc.  We can only correctly answer these questions when we put our personal desires aside and apply Scripture accurately.  Every day God gives us ample opportunities to grow spiritually if we will remove our focus from ourselves and work to obtain His perspective.  
