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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Envy”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
I have already discussed that we are free from personal pride (LT0808) and certainly envy is related to pride.  I have often said that it seems that pride is actually at the root of all sin.  The Bible tells us that even the crucifixion of Jesus was done, from an earthly viewpoint, because of the prideful envy of the Jews:

Matt 27:18 “For he knew that because of envy they had delivered Him up.”

Mark 15:10 “For he was aware that the chief priests had delivered Him up because of envy.”

Envy is a pervasive sin that seems to always be waiting for the opportunity to assert itself.  It is difficult to sincerely congratulate someone who was chosen for a position that had been one of our goals in life.  It is difficult for many people to truly be happy that your neighbor has bought the car that you have dreamed of owning but never had been able to afford.  The root cause of all evil in the world is the heart of man, and envy is there waiting for its chance to influence us to obey its call.  Jesus warns us of many of those evils:

Mark 7:20 And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.

Mark 7:21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,

Mark 7:22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.
What an awful list!  But all of us know that we are capable of giving in to those thoughts and deeds.  Paul also warned us of such evil in the heart of man:
Rom 1:29” being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips,”

There is a simple cure for all of those sins:
Prov 23:17 “Do not let your heart envy sinners, But live in the fear of the Lord always.”
It is not fashionable today to preach that we should fear the Lord, but that is the sure path toward living a life for Christ.  
1Peter 1:17 “And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth;”

If we rightly understand the wrath of God, we can better understand His holiness.  Although the righteousness of Jesus Christ applied to our account frees us from the wrath of God, we are still subject to the discipline of God.  If we have the correct fear of God, we will be better prepared to resist the tug of sin that still remains in our hearts.

People in the public spotlight are especially prone to falling victim to giving in to envy.  Preachers are tempted to compare themselves to other preachers who seem to be more “successful” than they are, and envy can arise.  Some preachers and teachers, even in the New Testament time period, preached Christ from wrong reasons including envy:
Phil 1:15 “Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will;”
1Tim 6:4 “he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions,”
Once we were all slaves to sin as Paul told Titus:

Titus 3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.

Now we are free and able to earnestly work to remove all vestiges of sin from our walk in the world.  As we all think about what in our life is a likely cause of envy in us, the words from the Holy Spirit through Peter are appropriate:
1Peter 2:1 “Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,
1Peter 2:2 like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

1Peter 2:3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.”
We have been justified but now we must submit to God in the process of sanctification during which all sins will be minimized and even eliminated in our life.  Let’s all dedicate ourselves to this cooperative venture that will lead eventually to glorification when we go to be with Him forever.  
