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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Ignorance”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
Although modern society is deep into relativism and therefore does not admit the existence of absolute truth except in the process of scientific studies, there is an absolute truth:
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”

This verse is doubly insulting to the world for not only does it proclaim that there is a source of absolute truth, Jesus, it also says that the ONLY way to God is through Jesus!  What a blow to the secular world in which we live!  For those people who do admit that there is some kind of god and an afterlife, most of them will still say that there are many roads to that god and all are equal accesses.  Jesus Christ states that there is only one way to God and that He is the truth.  For those of us who are children of God we then have access to the Father and to the truth.  There then is freedom from ignorance of God, but only for those who are children of God.  Just as many people will say that all people are children of God, again we state the exclusivity of Christianity:
John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,”

Only the true disciples of Jesus Christ are children of God and only they have access to the truth and to the Father.  Paul also tells Titus that only through Jesus do we have the truth:
Titus 1:1 “Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,”

We were formerly walking in ignorance:

Eph 4:17 “This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,

Eph 4:18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;”

1Peter 1:14 “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,”

The antonym of ignorance is knowledge, but there are many sources of knowledge.  The world is full of sources of deceit as people have filled libraries with books in the field of philosophy as they have tried to answer some simple questions like “who am I, what am I doing here, and where am I going”.

Col 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.”

We can easily answer those questions: “I am a child of God.  I am here to glorify God.  I am going to be with Him forever.”  We have been told from times long ago that God is the source of truth:
2Sam 7:28 “And now, O Lord God, Thou art God, and Thy words are truth, and Thou hast promised this good thing to Thy servant.”

Psa 31:5 “Into Thy hand I commit my spirit; Thou hast ransomed me, O Lord, God of truth.”
It is easy then for the child of God to stay free from ignorance.  All we have to do is soak ourselves in the words of God and realize that Jesus Christ is also God and the source of real knowledge.
John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

In my book (“A Search for Reality”, Xulon Press, 2007) I wrote of a person searching for reality.  He was surrounded by what seemed like success, peace, and happiness but he knew something was wrong.  Only God can reveal the reality and then we must walk in it regardless of the cost.  In my book this person faced a mind wipe if he did not reject the truth and walk in the ignorance of the world.  I ended that book with the question: “What would you do?”  So the same question faces us now.  What will we all do to wipe away the ignorance and clothe ourselves with the truth?  We could read books on end times and people finding a false god or we could study the truth through the Bible, the best seller and least read book of all time.  

Live in freedom from ignorance is the charge of the week.
