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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Death II”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
Especially on Resurrection Sunday, it is certainly appropriate to have a second article on our freedom from death.  Last week I discussed two verses in particular:

John 5:24 in which Jesus is quoted: "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life."
And in John 8:51 Jesus is again quoted: "Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death." 

I refer you back to that article for details.  The conclusion was that even if we do experience biological death, we Christians will have life forever in Heaven with God.  In saying that we shall never see death, He means that we will never have a separation from the grace of God.  Jesus also promises that God’s children will not come into judgment concerning our salvation from the wrath of God.  Our salvation is dependent totally upon the life, work, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Our Lord’s resurrection demonstrates to all who can hear that death has been conquered and His people are free.  
2Tim 1:10 “but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,”

By saying that Jesus abolished death, Paul is telling Timothy that the apparent finality of the biological death has been replaced with the fact of life and immortality for those who have spiritual eyes to see (“brought to light”).  Paul continues in some of his writings concerning our freedom from death:
1Cor 15:21 “For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.”
1Cor 15:26 “The last enemy that will be abolished is death.”
1Cor 15:54 “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory.”
2Cor 1:10 “who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us,”
John also reveals some truths relating to the victories of Jesus relating to death:
Rev 1:18 “and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.”
In the following verse, John tells us that in Heaven there will never be any death:
Rev 21:4 “and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”
Paul also tells us that, before we were born again, the results of our slavery to our sinful nature brought death and we were facing a time of judgment that would have the result of an eternity of the wrath of God.  Even the Law was involved in our practicing of sin for our rebellion against God was aroused by knowing something of the character of God revealed by the Law.

Rom 7:5 “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.”

Finally, I allow another of Paul’s writings to succinctly conclude this brief discussion:

Rom 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Sin brings the “reward” of an eternity of experiencing the wrath of God, but the free gift of eternal life is available only to those under the Lordship of Jesus, the Messiah.  The gift is free because it could not be purchased by our works or by any other means available to us alone.  Jesus paid the total price for our eternal life and He then offers it as a gift to the Children of God.  
Although we should all celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ every day, we do have an opportunity today to collectively praise God for His Redemption Covenant that was consummated with this special event.  I do not like using the word “Easter” for this day, so let me pray for each of you a very special “Resurrection Sunday”.   
