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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Bondage of Sin”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

Before we were born again, we were slaves to sin:
Eph 2:1 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,

Eph 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.”

We could have been doing a lot of what the world, or even Christians, would call good works, but before becoming a child of God none of those works were good before the eyes of God for all of us were sinners:

Rom 4:2 “For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not before God.”

Rom 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”

For all of us there indeed was great news despite our sinful lives:

Eph 2:4 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),”

So now we are righteous before God but we still must cooperate with God in His work in our lives to diminish our sin nature and build our Christ nature:

Rom 6:16 “Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?

Rom 6:17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,

Rom 6:18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

Rom 6:20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.”

The following verses discuss our past sinful nature and the evolving Christ nature.  We have the righteousness of Jesus Christ imputed to our account before God so we are free from the coming wrath of God, but we still have to work to defeat our sin nature and be holy before the world.

Rom 6:5 “For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection,

Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;”
Rom 7:5 “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.

Rom 7:6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.”

Rom 6:22 “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

I developed the following diagram to illustrate the battle we have after salvation:
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The Holiness of God at the top is what we have achieved at our spiritual birth (Eph 2:6) and will have upon our physical death (2 Cor 5:8).  The y-axis on the left is the percentage of our Adam nature (our sin nature) and the y-axis on the right is the percentage of our Christ-like nature.  The bottom, or x-axis, is the time we physically live after being born again.  The diagram represents the sanctification process as we walk with the Lord.  Our sin nature is decreasing and our Christ nature is increasing.  This process is cooperative with the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Our total freedom from the presence of sin in our lives will not be accomplished until our glorification, but by studying and applying the Word of God to our lives we can make progress.  Each day we should be able to recognize that we are ridding our lives of more of our sin nature and possessing more of the nature of Christ.  Be free!
