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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Personal Pride”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

I believe the Bible teaches that pride is the cause of all sin beginning with Adam and Eve.

When we become children of God we give up all ownership of self.  We become part of the kingdom of God and our total allegiance and love to Him.  That newness of life does not mean that we are not still a part of life here and it does not mean that we do not love people here.  Jesus Christ loved the church and died for it, and the church is the people of God.  Just as Jesus loved us we can love other people and we can even love them more than we did before we were born again, for now we are capable of a deeper love than before.  But today I want to focus on our personal pride. 
Throughout history God has been teaching His people to get rid of their personal pride: 

2Chron 32:26 “However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord did not come on them in the days of Hezekiah.” 
Job 33:17 That He may turn man aside from his conduct, And keep man from pride;

Job 35:12 "There they cry out, but He does not answer Because of the pride of evil men.

Prov 8:13 "The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way, And the perverted mouth, I hate.

Prov 11:2 When pride comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom.

Prov 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.

Prov 29:23 A man's pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.
It is a great idea to focus our minds on the above and examine our daily thoughts and actions.  There are many terrible results of having personal pride including dishonor, destruction, and being cast down.  Our goal should be not personal pride but a humble spirit totally dedicated to the Lord in all that we do.  

Paul warned us against the pride of appearance rather than what is in the heart:
2Cor 5:12 We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, that you may have an answer for those who take pride in appearance, and not in heart.
Pride of appearance does not only mean how we physically look but even the appearance of doing good deeds.  Often people do good deeds, not as actions of the heart, but so that other people will their deeds and praise them.  It is best, as far as is possible, that we do deeds of the heart in private to help us avoid the praise of people that can lead to self-pride.  When I see lists of gifts from people for needy people in the newspaper that usually appear around Christmas, I much prefer to see: “anonymous giver” or some such notation rather than a name.  It is great to give in honor of someone else but not to honor ourselves.  There are many such examples of actions that can easily lead to feeding our pride.

1John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
We see from the above the three basic evils of man that existed in the Garden of Eden.  The pride of life is the basic sins that led to the downfall of Adam and Eve and constantly affects people today.  Pride can be the root of many other sins.  
Look below at how our Lord condemned many evil actions that proceed out of man and note carefully that pride is one of the actions that defile a man:

Mark 7:20 “And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.

Mark 7:21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,

Mark 7:22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.

Mark 7:23 "All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."”

Why is there evil in the world?  It is clear from the teachings of Jesus that evil proceeds from the heart of man and many terrible sins are in the above list including pride.  
Luke 9:23 “And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”

When Jesus said that we must deny ourselves He was telling us to deny any selfish desires.  When He said to take up our cross daily He was telling us that we must die to all of our selfish desires and the personal pride in our actions.  

Titus 2:12 “instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,”
We have been justified and now we are in the process of sanctification, which means that we are putting aside all worldly ambitions and pride in our personal accomplishments.  Taking up our cross daily means that we are dedicated to living here as Jesus would and not for any of our personal achievements that are not related to any fulfillment of personal pride.  
Let us all take time today to allow the Holy Spirit to search our hearts and see where personal pride may be leading us apart from our goal of being set aside for God in all of our thoughts and actions.  
