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Free In Jesus!
“Free From Bondage of Debt”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

The most important freedom from bondage of debt:

Col 2:14 “having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”

Our most important debt was our sin debt and for that debt we did not have the resources to pay it.  Our sin debt was an infinite assessment against the Holy God.  Only Jesus, as God, could pay that debt.  Praise the Lord He did pay that debt for His children.  So we are indeed free of the debt of sin!

Other possible bondages to debt still remain:

Matt 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

But even though our sin debt before God has been paid for by Jesus, we still are sinning as we walk in the world and so Jesus, as part of the prayer He taught the disciples, told us how to pray for forgiveness of those daily sins.  To ask for forgiveness of sin debts we must know what those debts are.  Mostly we are very aware of when we sin for the Holy Spirit pricks us or even hit us across the head when we sin.  But we still manage to sin in ways that may not be so obvious to us and we should pray that He will reveal them to us so that we may pray for forgiveness and/or make recompense to someone we have wronged.
Psalm 139:23 “Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;”

When we know that we have sinned we must immediately pray for forgiveness:

1John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1John 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

Now let’s examine our world monetary debts.  Paul speaks to this issue in the following:
Rom 13:5 “Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake.

Rom 13:6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing.

Rom 13:7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.

Rom 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.”

Paul is clear in the above verse.  We should owe nobody anything except our love for them.  Note also that he is referring to all that we might owe including taxes, custom, fear, and honor.  We can then be in bondage to many different types of debt and we must search our minds to make sure that we are not in any type of debt-bondage.  
Proverbs 22:7 counsels that "...the borrower is slave to the lender." Deuteronomy 28:12 says, "Thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow." And when we're unfaithful to these verses, we find the result in Luke 16:11: "If therefore ye have not been faithful in unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?"
Bondage in debt can lead to many problems including divorce.  Church members divorce over money problems, just like unbelievers. In fact, money trouble is the number one cause of divorce within and outside of the church.  God offers us freedom from bondage to debt if we will just devote ourselves to Biblical principles in all areas of our life.  An excellent borrowing decision can be based upon not borrowing for something that will depreciate.  A humorous rule is not to invest in anything that eats or needs paint! Although that is an excellent basis for financial freedom, it requires a lot of wisdom and patience.  A car rapidly depreciates, but it is difficult to save the money for the purchase.  In most economic times, a house will appreciate and it is still a good concept that over a long mortgage the house will appreciate.  We borrow because we want something and we do not have the immediate resources to purchase it but we must never borrow what we cannot readily repay.  A wise council is to pray about what we want and make sure that acquiring that item is in God’s will for us.  Only when we are sure that having the item is in God’s will then should we save toward buying it.  Recently I noted that the average credit card debt in America is about $10,000 and the fraction of income being saved is about 0.5%.  Such practices are a guaranteed recipe for monetary debt-bondage.  
Paul warned us about any kind of slavery:

Gal 5:1 “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”

So let us all review our total possible debts, both spiritual and monetary, and make a plan to pay those debts by whatever means appropriate.  It make take years to remove all unnecessary monetary debt but without a plan to do so, even more debt will accrue.  Not owing anyone anything except love is a wonderful freedom!! 
