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The Commands of Our Lord

“Plan”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Matt 6:31 “Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what shall we clothe ourselves?'

Matt 6:32 For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

Matt 6:33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.

Matt 6:34 Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
I have already discussed “be not anxious” and I am not repeating that study here.  Instead I am using these verses to lead into a discussion on what we are to do in planning for each day.  Jesus does not command us to plan but such is intrinsic in the above verses. Some have taken the above verses to an extreme and said that we are to not do anything to plan for our days.  They use these verses to have the attitude of “let go and let God”.  Such an attitude is not God’s direction for us.  
Most of the Biblical references to “plan” have to do with the perfect plan of God and the worthless plans of man such as the following:

Isaiah 30:1 “Woe to the rebellious children," declares the Lord, "Who execute a plan, but not Mine, And make an alliance, but not of My Spirit, In order to add sin to sin;”

Acts 5:38 “And so in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action should be of men, it will be overthrown;”
The only plans of man that are meaningful and successful are those that are in line with the perfect plan of God.  There is a reference to man’s plan that is flattering:

Prov 20:5 “A plan in the heart of a man is like deep water, But a man of understanding draws it out.”

“Deep water” conveys the idea of profound concepts and “draws it out” conveys the meaning of developing and applying the plan.  However when the Bible talks about a “man of understanding” It is referring to a man whose understanding and wisdom are from the Lord.  So it is fruitful for man to plan “iff” he plans according to the plans of God.  (“iff” is a mathematical word meaning “if and only if”).  The man of God is capable of taking profound concepts and developing and applying them according to the will of God.  These plans then will be successful because they are guided totally by the mind of God.  
What would be some guiding thoughts in a plan that would not be blessed by God?  It is easy to list a couple:

1. Those plans that are based upon developing worldly treasures are certainly not recommended.

Matt 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

Matt 6:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;”

2. Plans to ensure the attainment of worldly ambitions are similarly not blessed by God.

James 3:14 “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.

James 3:15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.

James 3:16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”

So, for 2008 let us make plans that include only those that are in the plan of God.  We must then plan to study the Word of God more each day for it is only by such studies that we can know God’s plan and incorporate it into our plan.
May God richly bless you all in 2008.  

