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We learn many things from studying the Bible . . . 


History
Humanity is traced from creation through establishing the church


Biography
People who have been faithful to God and people who have failed


Literature
Many forms including poetry, hymns and even a play


Prophecy
Revelations and fulfillment as well as future events which have not yet occurred


Philosophy
Wisdom for living

Theology
Revealed truth about God

The primary purpose of the Bible is NOT the salvation of man but the revelation of God, His character, and His plans and purposes.  In other words, the Bible glorifies God and everything in it is ultimately for His glory. Truth about God as revealed in Scripture should always be the focus of our study.  Every encounter with Scripture should conclude with the question, "What does this tell me about God?"  We know that the Bible is not understood by studying alone but through revelation from God.  Therefore, prayerful contemplation and examination of Scripture is essential. Those who are not regenerated by a sovereign unilateral act of God (saved and given a new heart) cannot understand spiritual things.  
1 Cor. 2:14  The Bible is God's love letter to His children.
The Book of Joshua immediately follows the Pentateuch and is first in the collection of historical books which extends through Esther.  These twelve books record God's dealings with His covenant people from the conquest of Canaan through the establishment of the kingdom, two exiles, and return of the people of Judah.  The exact date of the events recorded in Joshua is not known (the date of the Exodus is also debated), but the best estimate is around 1430 to 1390 BC.  Scholars differ widely in estimating the dates of this book and could cover between 15 to 30 years.
Tradition holds that the Book of Joshua was written by Joshua himself with some later additions such as Othniel's capture of Kirjath Sepher (15:13-19),  Dan's migration to the north (19:47)  and Joshua's death and burial (24:29-33).  The recurring phrase "to this day" indicates some writing later than the events themselves.  A logical conclusion is that the final composition of the book occurred after the lifetime of Joshua.     


To put Joshua in historical perspective . . .
Genesis



covers the first 2500 years of human history

Exodus through Deuteronomy
covers Egyptian slavery, Moses' life and the wilderness years

Joshua and Judges


cover conquest of Canaan and the time of the judges

The United Kingdom (Saul, David, Solomon)
1051 through 931 BC

Divided Kingdom (Israel and Judah)


931 BC

Exile of Northern Kingdom of Israel


722  BC
Conquest by Assyria
Exile of Southern Kingdom of Judah 


586 BC
Conquest by Babylon
Return of Judah, Temple rebuilt


516 BC
Ruled by Persia







333 BC
Ruled by Greece








  63 BC
Conquest by Rome
The Book of Joshua can be divided into two principal sections:

Chapters 1-12 record the conquest of the land
Chapters 1-5 occur east of the Jordan River
Chapters 13-24 record the division of the land and dispersal of the tribes
A simple outline of the book would be . . . .


Part I
The Conquest of Canaan


1:1 - 5:15
Joshua replaces Moses, prepares the people militarily and spiritually, 





and encounters the Commander of the Lord's army



6:1 - 13:7
Conquest of the land by regions


Part II
Settlement in the Land



13:8-33
Settling land east of the Jordan



14:9 - 19:51
Settlements at Gilgal and Shiloh



20:1-45
Cities of Refuge, Levitical Cities



22:1 - 24:28
Conditions for continued possession of the land



24:29 - 33
Deaths of Joshua and Eleazar

While there are no direct Messianic prophecies in this book,  Joshua is clearly a type of Christ.  The name Joshua in Hebrew is Yeshua, (Yahweh is Salvation) and is the equivalent of the name Jesus (Jehoshua,  Savior).  As a military leader who brings Israel triumphantly to their possessions, Joshua foreshadows Jesus who will spiritually bring "many sons to glory".  Heb. 2:10    Perhaps because of the name parallel, we can understand why so many in Israel expected Jesus to bring a military overthrow of an oppressive Roman government and reestablish the kingdom of Israel, and how they missed the spiritual kingdom of their Messiah.  In leading God's people to salvation from slavery to Egypt and life in the Promised Land, Joshua pictures Jesus' giving God's people victory over slavery to sin and eternal life with Him.  

As background to our study, we will look back to how God had a plan to reveal Himself through Abraham and his descendants, how He was faithful through centuries to bring about His promises through His chosen people, to prepare them to establish His Name in Jerusalem, and to pattern an earthly kingdom to reveal an eternal spiritual kingdom.  As we study Joshua, we will learn more about the twelve sons of Jacob, Jacob's prophetic blessings for them and their descendants, and how these families grew into large tribes and formed a mighty nation.  
Not a "bird's eye view" but perhaps a "satellite view" of this history might be . . .

God created a perfect world, man sinned, God judged and revealed His plan of redemption.

Mankind increased in numbers and sinfulness.  Some rebelled against God and some honored God.

God sent patriarchs and prophets to proclaim righteousness, but sin increased until


there was only evil in their hearts continually.

God judged the earth and destroyed it by a flood, showing grace only to Noah and his family.

Sin continued to corrupt mankind and efforts to build a tower to heaven resulted in another

judgment when God confused languages and scattered humanity.

To further show His holiness and His plan for redemption, God chose a man. Abraham, through whose 


descendants God would make His name known and honored throughout the world.

Through the nation of Israel God would further reveal His plan to redeem all that He had created

up to His final revelation in Jesus.

From this perspective we can understand the pivotal events of the Book of Joshua.  God accomplishes His purposes both unilaterally and through human agency.  Joshua is God's man for this time.
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