JOSEPH
Lesson 5
Homework

Chapters 49—50

for May 9, 2011 
Day One
Through Jacob’s blessing and adoption of Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh were elevated to the status of the founding fathers among Israel’s twelve tribes.  Jacob calls all his 12 sons to assemble as he will pronounce blessings for each of them.  The blessings are also prophetic, and Jacob will tell them _________________________________________________.  49:1
Now is a good time to make sure we understand the deepest meaning of “blessing.”  

It is Strong’s #1288 barak.  Look up this word and also use your English dictionary and a Thesaurus.

Blessing means _____________________________________________________________________

Blessing does NOT mean _____________________________________________________________

Let us look at each of Jacob’s sons and discern their blessing and their future:
Verses 3—4
Reuben

Identified as Jacob’s _________________, the __________ and ________________________


The prophecy:
  He will not have _____________________________


because_______________________________________________________See Gen. 35:22


Later Reuben’s offense was seen as more serious.  ________________________________



________________________________________________________See Lev. 20:11

Verses 5—7
Simeon and Levi

Their “blessing” is united and focuses on a past event which revealed their character as


described here.  Jacob says they are _____________  and  _____________________.


He is referring to the incident recorded in Gen. 34:1—31.  Briefly describe: _____________

__________________________________________________________________________


The prophecy:  They will be ___________________________________________________

Verses 8—12
Judah


The prophecy:
  His brothers will ____________him and ___________________ to him




  He will be victorious over his ___________________________


Judah is compared to a __________________________


What qualities do you think this would indicate? ___________________________________


Verse 10 refers to a ________________ and a ruler’s _____________________.


He will rule until ___________________ comes!  This is the first use of this word in Scripture.



Although we know that a city in the Promised Land will have this name, what is the



reference here? _____________________________________________________


Verse 11 refers to Judah’s ___________________________________


Verse 12 refers to his _______________________________________

Verse 13

Zebulun

The prophecy locates the future role for this tribe.  The key words for this prophecy would be


_____________________ and ___________________. 

Verses 14—15
Issachar


The prophecy gives their strength: _____________________________________

And a warning: ________________________________ See Judges 1:28—30; 5:15

Verses 16—18
Dan

The prophecy concerning this tribe refers to their role among the tribes: ____________


and their military strength: _____________________

Day Two
Continuing with our study of Jacob’s blessings for his sons . . . .

Verse 19

Gad


This tribe would be ________________ and subject to __________________.


Why would their location in the Promised Land contribute to this? ______________________

Verse 20

Asher


What future is predicted for Asher? _______________________________________________

Verse 21

Naphtali


Among the nations there is always a need for artists of every discipline.  


What will be Naphtali’s contribution to the culture? ______________________________

Verses 22—26
Joseph

What a long blessing for Joseph!  


We already know that this will be fulfilled through his two sons.


Verse 22 prophesies that these tribes will be ______________ and well ________________,



and that they will seek to expand their boundaries (run over a wall).


Verses 23—24 refer to their military prowess.  How is that described?



__________________________________________________________________


In verses 24—26, what four names for God appear:

__________________, ____________________, ____________________, _______________


There are six times that some form of the word “bless” is used.  What do we learn from each?


1. (v. 25) _____________________________________________________________


2. (v. 25) _____________________________________________________________


3. (v. 25) _____________________________________________________________


4. (v. 25) _____________________________________________________________

5. (v. 26) _____________________________________________________________


6. (v. 26) _____________________________________________________________

Verse 27

Benjamin

The blessing and prophecy for Benjamin also include a military reference.  What is it


and what would it imply? ___________________________________________________


Verse 28
What word is used three times for emphasis? _____________________



What else is confirmed by this verse about Jacob? __________________________

Verses 29—33
Jacob has one last instruction for his sons.  Although he does not specify how


his funeral is to be conducted, he does have a request concerning his burial.

Jacob asks to be buried with ______________________________




              in the __________ 





  in the field of ______________________________ and







 ______________________________





   in the land of ________________________________.


Who else is buried there?    Name all five.



_____________________, ____________________, _____________________



_____________________, ____________________


Why does this place belong to Jacob?_____________________________________________

Day Three
Let’s do a little math:


Jacob’s age when he arrived in Egypt:
______________
Gen. 47:9


Number of years Jacob lived in Egypt
______________
Gen. 47:28


The sons of Israel lived in Egypt a total of 
___________ years     Ex. 12:40—41


The sons of Israel were slaves in Egypt for    ___________ years
 Gen. 15:13


Number of years of freedom for Israel following Jacob’s death ________________


What brought about their slavery?  Ex. 1:6—14 ___________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 50:1—3 


Continuing our study with the final chapter of Genesis, we begin with Jacob’s funeral.  


Who was the first person to mourn for Jacob? ___________________________________


What happened to Jacob’s body? _____________________________________________


Who performed this treatment? _______________________________________________


This burial preparation was practiced in _________________ but not in _________________.


How long did it take? _______________________________


How many official days of mourning were declared? _____________________________

Verses 4—14
Read through these verses and answer the following:

Why do you think Joseph did not appear personally before Pharaoh? _____________________


What is Joseph’s request of Pharaoh? _____________________________________________


What was Joseph’s reason for this request? _________________________________________

Who accompanied Jacob’s body back to Canaan?
There are nine persons or groups named.


_____________________, __________________________, _________________________,


_____________________, __________________________, _________________________,


_____________________, __________________________, _________________________.


What did they leave behind (name 3): ____________, ______________, ________________.


One significant stop along the way was mentioned.  Where?____________________________




For how long? ____________________________




Who took notice? _________________________________




What was their false assumption? __________________________________




Why would they have made this mistake? ____________________________


Although the entourage was long, who is given credit for fulfilling Jacob’s wishes? _________


Did any of Jacob’s sons remain in Canaan? __________________________

Day Four
Gen. 50:15—21 
What do we observe from these verses?


Joseph’s brothers were concerned about ______________________________________



because ___________________ had died.


Instead of asking in person, they _______________________________________.


How did they describe their offense against Joseph? ______________________________


On what basis did they ask forgiveness? ________________________________________


What was Joseph’s reaction? He ___________ and told them to not be ________________.


To whom does Joseph tell them they are responsible? _____________________________


How does Joseph describe their intentions? _______________________


How does Joseph describe God’s part in the offense? ______________________________


What was God’s purpose in the offense? _____________________________________


Once again, Joseph reassured them:  Do not ___________________________



        Joseph will continue to _______________________________________.

This is a great lesson in trusting in the sovereignty of God and in the necessity of forgiveness.  

What do we learn concerning God’s sovereignty from the following:

1 Sam. 2:6—8
1 Chron. 29:11—12

Dan. 6:26

Job. 1:21

Rom. 8:28—30

1 Tim. 6:15—16

James 4:12

Rev. 19:6
Day Five
We continue our study with a look at some Scriptures concerning forgiveness:



(These will be very familiar.)
Matt. 6:12—15

Matt. 18:21—22

Mark 11:25

Luke 6:35—37

Rom. 12:14

Eph. 4:32

Col. 3:13

Let’s continue and examine the final verses of this wonderful book!    Gen. 50:22—26  

How old was Joseph when he was sold into slavery? _________________Gen. 47:2

How old was he when he came to power in Egypt?  __________________Gen. 41:46


How old was he when he died? 


__________________Gen. 50:22, 26


Therefore, Joseph lived in Egypt a total of

__________________ years.


How many of those years were spent in slavery? ________+ ________ = __________

Although we know that Joseph had more sons, Gen. 48:6, these verses deal with only two of them.   The Scripture says that Joseph “saw” future generations.  This is understood to mean that he could visualize his descendants who would come out of slavery according to God’s covenant promise to Abraham.  Gen. 15:16.

Examine the following chart:


From Jacob, generations mentioned in Gen. 50:23 would be




Joseph ( Ephraim (second generation ( third generation  (four generations)




Joseph ( Manasseh ( Machir ( sons   (four generations)



By comparison, Levi’s descendants were 




Levi ( Kohath ( Amram ( Aaron/Moses  (four generations)  Num. 26:58—59 

Verse 23 identifies Joseph’s great-grandsons by Machir as “born on Joseph’s knees.”

We saw this earlier when Jacob blessed Ephraim and Manasseh, an indication that they were 


adopted as his own sons  Gen. 48:12
Joseph had one last blessing:  God will surely take care of you.  Who would this be? _____________





God will bring you up from this land.  What land? ________________





How does Joseph know this? _________________________________

Joseph had one last request:   Swear!  Carry my _____________________   Where? _____________

What was Joseph’s status in the land when he made this request? _____________________________

What happened to Joseph’s body?  
It was ______________ and placed in a coffin.  
Why might this be unusual? __________________________________________________

Although “coffin” appears only in this place in the Old Testament, it is Strong’s #727 and appears 
202 times.  In other places it is translated “ark” as in ark of the covenant!

Look into the future:
Ex. 13:19




Joshua 24:32

