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Chapter 49

Jacob’s blessing for his sons.
1—2

Summoned his sons to tell them what will befall them.

3—4

Reuben
disinherited because of his sin with Bilhah
Gen. 35:22




This offense later carried the death penalty
Lev. 20:11

5—7

Simeon and Levi
violent, angry, self-willed, angry;       the Dinah incident Gen. 34





will be dispersed in the land

8—12

Judah

praised by brothers, victorious over enemies





compared to lion (strong, courageous, bold)  Rev. 5:5  Lion of Judah




will have ruler’s staff, scepter

until Shiloh comes





will have governance, prosperity; 




he will be beautiful (Michelangelo’s David)
13

Zebulon
will dwell at the seashore and be a haven





(access to the Mediterranean was by the Kishon River)

14—15
Issachar
strong, compared to a donkey (a beast of burden)





however, he would become slave labor    Judges 1:28, 30; 5:15
16—17
Dan

would be judges; 




military strength—small but dangerous     (Samson was a Danite.)

18
(Jacob’s prayer)

19

Gad

raiding and being raided;  Ammon and Moab were near enemies

20

Asher

would have fertile land and produce delicacies

21

Naphtali
poet

22—26
Joseph

longest of all the blessings—would be fulfilled in Ephraim and Manasseh





barren Rachael’s descendants would be the most numerous (fruitful bough)





they would seek to expand their boundaries  (over a wall)



23—24
may refer to his brothers’ attacks or to





future battles and victories; victory would be from God



24—26

Mighty One of Jacob; the Shepherd; Stone of Israel






God of your father who helps you; Almighty who blesses you





Blessings numerous (word used six times)



26

he would be distinguished among his brothers      Deut. 33:16






Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim       Num. 13:8, 16
27

Benjamin
compared to a wolf; energetic and vicious warriors   Judges 20:14—25 





First king over Israel, Saul, was Benjamite  1Sam 9:1—2  Apostle Paul

28

Three times the word “blessed or blessing” is used.  



Also, Jacob had the authority for this blessing (appropriate to him).

29—33
Jacob charged his sons to bury him in the family cemetery in Canaan.




Also buried there are 
Abraham and Sarah







Isaac and Rebekah
and Jacob’s wife, Leah



And Jacob died at the age of 147 years.        Gen. 47:28



His sons enjoyed freedom in Egypt for another 13 years.

Exodus 1:6—14
A new king did not acknowledge Joseph.  They were feared because of their




numbers and the threat of rebellion.

Chapter 50:1—14 
Jacob’s funeral

Jacob had asked Joseph and charged his sons to bury him in Canaan.  

Since embalming was not practiced in Canaan, Joseph commanded the Egyptian physicians to embalm Jacob’s body.  The process required 40 days.


Not only were Jacob’s sons and families mourning Jacob, but the Egyptians also.


An official time of mourning was declared for 70 days.



At the end of the mourning time, Joseph approached Pharaoh’s household,


probably because his appearance would not have been suitable to appear before Pharaoh. 


He asked for leave to bury his father because of the vow he had made.

Pharaoh granted his request and the entourage included



Joseph



the servants of Pharaoh’s household



the elders of Joseph’s household



all the elders of the land of Egypt



all the household of Joseph and his brothers



Jacob’s household—except for the little ones, flocks and herds



chariots (and drivers) and horsemen—for protection


Before entering Canaan, they stopped for seven days at Atad, beyond the Jordan.


There was great and sorrowful lamentation.


The inhabitants took notice Their observations concluded that it was an Egyptian group.


They renamed the place Abel-mizraim (mourning of Egypt).


Jacob was buried as he had requested.  Joseph and his brothers returned to Egypt

15—21
Reconciliation


With Jacob dead and gone, Joseph’s brothers feared that Joseph would retaliate against


them for the “all the wrong which we did to him.”


Instead of going in person, they sent a message to Joseph asking forgiveness.



They described their offense as “transgression”, “sin” and “wrong” while



identifying themselves as “servants of the God of your father” and “your servants.”


Almost 40 years has passed!


Joseph’s response was a surprise to them:  he wept and told them to not be afraid.


“Am I in God’s place?” – (It is not for me to judge.)


Acknowledging their motives – for evil – Joseph knew that God meant it for good.



God’s purpose was to bring about this result, preserving many people alive.


Joseph promised to continue providing for them and their families, 



comforting and speaking kindly to them.


This encounter speaks of two things:

God’s sovereignty in all things








The necessity of forgiveness

22—26
Joseph’s death


Verse 23 indicates that Joseph may have “adopted” Manasseh’s grandsons, thereby giving


a “first-born” inheritance to Manasseh which he “lost” through Jacob’s blessing.

Joseph never got out of Egypt alive!  He envisioned that his descendants would return to


the land promised through Abraham and instructed that his body be taken there for burial.



Ex. 13:19

Joseph’s bones were taken out of Egypt in the Exodus.



Josh. 24:29—32
Joseph was buried at Shechem in Canaan.
While the word “coffin” appears only once in the O.T., the Hebrew word is arown (Strong’s #727).

This word appears 202 times, however, and is translated “ark”, as in ark of the covenant, Noah’s ark,

ark of the testimony.  Certainly Joseph’s testimony that he believed God was carried in that “ark.”
