JOSEPH
Lesson 4        Homework
 Ch. 46—48 
 for May 2, 2011
Joseph has sent his brothers back to their father with instructions to pack up the family and move to Egypt.  Pharaoh has sent wagons for their transportation and given them the best land in Egypt in which to settle.  Their brother Joseph is powerful in Egypt, there is plenty of grain, and things are looking up for Jacob and his sons.  

Day One
Gen. 46:1—7  As we proceed, be sure to locate all geographical names on a map.  


Remember,   Jacob is living in Hebron (37:14) and his first stop is __________________.  

Jacob offered sacrifices and God appeared to him in visions.  God told him


do not be ____________________________________


I will make you a ______________________________


I will _______________________ to Egypt, and I will ____________________ again.

What did God tell Jacob about his death? ______________________________________________.

As Jacob left Canaan (the land promised to Abraham), what did he take with him?


__________________________________________________________________________

46:8—27 give us Jacob’s family tree of all who left Canaan.  Let’s see who they are:

Leah’s sons
Reuben
and his sons _________, ________, _________, __________



Simeon
and his sons _________, ________, _________, __________, _________



Levi

and his sons _________, ________, _________



Judah

and his sons _________, ________, _________, __________, _________






(but ___________ and __________ had died in Canaan)





and his grandsons by Perez _______________ and __________________



Issachar
and his sons _________, ________, _________, __________



Zebulon
and his sons _________, ________, _________



_____________ Jacob’s daughter

Zilpah’s sons
   Gad

and his sons _________, ________, _________, __________,






        _________, ________, _________



   Asher
and his sons _________, ________, _________, __________





and his daughter _______________





and his grandsons by Beriah ____________ and ____________

Rachael’s sons
   Joseph
and his sons ____________ and _____________         


   Benjamin
and his sons _________, ________, _________, __________,






        _________, ________, _________, __________,






        _________, ________

Bilhah’s sons
Dan

and his son  _________



Naphtali
and his sons _________, ________, _________, __________

How many, including the wives, left Canaan? ___________ How many were already there? _______
What is the total number of Jacob’s family who will begin new lives in Egypt? ______________

Day Two
Continue with verses 28—34.  As the family left Canaan headed for Egypt, who was sent to lead the way? ____________ What do you learn from Numbers 2:9? __________________________

Where did the family settle? ____________________ Locate on your map.
Joseph is first reunited with his father (verses 29—30) and then told them of his plan to protect them in their new home.  They are to be _______________________ in order that the Egyptians will leave them alone.  Also, because of their lowly status in this profession, they would not be any political or social threat.  So they have relocated from a land in which they were being assimilated and losing their family and covenant identity to a land where they would be prosperous but isolated.  Here they would thrive!

Chapter 47:1—12 continue with Joseph’s audience with Pharaoh.  Joseph brought with him ________ of his brothers.  As a result of their petition to Pharaoh, the family was given permission to settle in _________________ and pursue their occupation as ________________.

They had brought from Canaan their own ______________________.  Pharaoh also asked that capable men from among Joseph’s family be put in charge of ____________________________________.

Next, Joseph presented ____________________ to Pharaoh.  Traditionally, the greater person will bless the lesser, and here we see that _________________ blessed _______________ twice!

Pharaoh asked Jacob his age.  How old was Jacob at this time ________________.  How many more years does he have to live?  See Gen. 47:48 ________________  

How old was Abraham when he died? Gen. 25:7 ________________  Isaac?  Gen. 35:28 ___________

So, now Jacob’s family would __________________ land in Egypt, 

but they had never possessed land in ________________________. 
Day Three.
Verses 13—26.  The famine continues year after year.  Remember, Joseph is providing for 

his family but the Egyptians would not fare so well.  

First, grain was purchased with all their ___________________.  

Next they paid with ___________________ and then their _______________.

Finally they became _________________ begging for ____________ to plant.

As a result, Joseph acquired all the _______________ for ________________.

Then Joseph moved all the people to the ________________.  

Only the ___________ were spared because Pharaoh had given them an ________________. 

What would you assume about these people? ________________________________________ 

So the people became “sharecroppers” and would give ___________ of their crops to Pharaoh.

As a result of these events, a tax law was passed in Egypt—a flat tax of ____________________.

Continue with verses 27—31.  Three things developed for children of Israel as they settled in Egypt:


1. _____________________, 2 ________________________ and 3______________________.

Four hundred years Israel would have a mighty army of how many?  Num. 1:2—3, 46 ______________

Jacob is now 147 years old and near death.  He called for Joseph and made one request:

________________________________________Where did he have in mind?  ___________________

As we end this chapter, having settled that issue, we see Jacob ____________________ once again.

Day Four
Gen. 48:1—7 Time has passed and Jacob is ill.  Joseph comes to see his father and


brings with him ______________________ and _________________________.

Jacob his experience at Bethel to Joseph, recalling the covenant promises of God which included

that Jacob would be __________________ and _________________ and that God would give him

____________________________ for an ____________________ possession.  This is the foundation of the authority Jacob claims for the following act .    

Verse 5 relates that Jacob is going to elevate Joseph’s sons by _____________________ them.

Joseph’s first two sons would inherit, but there is a news flash in v. 6.  What is it?


__________________________________________________________________________

How would they inherit? ____________________________________________________________

Further exercising his authority, Jacob recalls Joseph’s mother Rachel.  Rachel was Jacob’s first choice for a wife, and now Jacob will act to elevate Joseph’s sons above the sons of Leah.  Joseph’s descendant through Ephraim would lead the people back into the Promised Land.
Verses 8—14.
Jacob continues and will bless both of Joseph’s sons.  Blessings bestowed by patriarchs were prophetic and irrevocable.  Verse 8 shows us that Jacob was careful to identify the recipients of his blessing.  Joseph identifies them according to Jacob’s requirement in v. 5.

Joseph’s identifies them as blessings from God.  Review the meaning of their names:

Gen. 41:51 ___________________________________________________________________

Gen. 41:52 ___________________________________________________________________

Note who is first-born.

After a moment of affection and symbolically putting the boys on his knees, Jacob expressed his

unexpected experience of seeing both ________________ and his _____________.

Joseph then prepared his sons for their blessing:  _________________________ at Jacob’s left hand,

and ______________________ at Jacob’s right hand for the better blessing.

But Jacob had a surprise.  He ____________________ his hands!  The ______________ would receive the birthright blessing.  This has happened twice before:  Abraham’s firstborn blessing went to

_____________________ and not _________________.  Isaac’s firstborn blessing went to ___________

and not to ______________________.

Day Five
Without understanding the culture and significance of these blessings, it is difficult for us 

to understand the drama and trauma of this event.  Continue with verses 15—16.

Jacob, with his hands on the two boys, blessed ___________________, thereby giving the same blessing to both of them.  This blessing makes reference to the incident  in Gen. 32:24—28 when he wrestled with the angel.  The blessing was in ___________’s name and included two provisions:

1.  That the names of ______________, _______________ and _______________ would live on


(making specific reference to the covenant), and

2.  That the boys would ___________________________________________.

Verses 17—20  Although both sons had received the same blessing, what upset Joseph? 

Why? _____________________________________________________________________________

The answer is in verse 19.

To confirm that this blessing was not given in error, Jacob reiterates that both boys would become great, but he named them in the order of their blessing: __________________ then ____________________.

We conclude these chapters with verses 21—22. 

Jacob knows his death is imminent.  He points out two things to Joseph:
1. __________ will be with him (Joseph).
2. __________ will bring them back to ______________________, confirming the covenant.

Verse 22 refers to specific land Jacob purchased and took from the Amorite with sword and bow,  

a specific reference to _______________________. See Gen. 33:18—19 and Gen. 34:25—29
Joseph’s elevated status to first-born introduced in verse 7 is confirmed as Joseph is given a double inheritance portion.  In the back of your Bible you may have a color map of the lands given to the 12 tribes as an inheritance in Canaan.  Just for fun, look to see whose inheritance included the land specified by Jacob for Joseph’s inheritance!  ________________________
While we are looking at these tribes, I am sure you have often heard of the “half-tribe of Manesseh.”

Prior to crossing the Jordan to conquer Canaan, the Israelites defeated Og and Sihon capturing Bashan, Heshbon and Gilead on the east side of the Jordan.  The tribes of Reuben, Gad and half of Manesseh (thus a half-tribe) chose that land for their possession.  In the second census (Numbers 26), the army of Ephraim numbered 32,500 while the army of Manesseh was 52,700.  After agreeing to send troops to help Israel conquer the land on the western side of the Jordan, they were allowed to return and settle there.  The other half of the tribe of Manesseh settled next to Ephraim in the central part of the Promised Land.
