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Chapter  46:1—7 
Beersheba was a place of worship for 




Abraham (21:32—33), Isaac (26:23—25), and Jacob (28:10—15).  

In visions, God told Jacob not to be afraid to go down to Egypt.


Earlier, God had told Isaac NOT to go to Egypt.    26:1—3 

God promised Jacob

I will make you a great nation there

prosperity





I will go down with you


presence of God





I will surely bring you up again

promises fulfilled

Jacob took his family, his livestock and property.

Verses 8—27_______________________________________________________________________
Jacob’s descendants (children, grandchildren, and great-grandsons) totaled 66.
v. 26

By counting Jacob, Joseph and his two sons, the total would be 

70.
v. 27


(wives were not counted).

Leah’s 33:
  6 sons


 


  1 daughter



24 grandsons  (include Er and Onan, Leverite marriage would have given them offspring) 


  2 Judah’s grandsons





33 left Canaan
Zilpah’s 16
  2 sons



11 grandsons



  1 daughter 



  2 Beriah’s grandsons





16 left Canaan
Rachael’s 14
  2 sons 









12 grandsons






10 left Canaan*
Bilhah’s  7
  2 sons



  5 grandsons





_____
  7 left Canaan



Total descendants who left Canaan


66

(we don’t know how many wives accompanied them, but at least 14)






Add Joseph and his two sons

  3






Add Jacob


_____
  1





Total who relocated to Egypt

70

* Rachael had died, and Joseph and his 2 sons were already in Egypt.

Note:
Acts 7:14.  Stephen states that 75 came out!  The Septuagint (Greek translation of OT) adds five sons and grandsons of Manesseh and Ephraim, making the total 75.  Seventy may be a symbolic number indicating a large and complete number, as in 70 elders (Ex. 24:1), length of our lives (Psa. 70:10).
_________________________________________________________________________________
Verses 28—34
Judah led the family out of the Promised Land into Egypt.



The tribe of Judah led the Israelites in the wilderness 






as they returned to the Promised Land.  Num. 2:9

Joseph had a tearful reunion with his father Jacob.  Joseph told Jacob of his plans to settle the family in Goshen, that they would be shepherds.  This location and occupation would isolate them both physically 

and spiritually from the pagan Egyptians.

Chapter 47:1—6
Joseph’s audience with Pharaoh.  Joseph took 5 brothers with him.




Because they had brought their livestock, they needed pasture land.

Pharaoh gave Joseph authority to settle the family wherever he chose, and Pharaoh asked that 

they also care for his own livestock.
Verses 7—10
This is a very interesting encounter for it seems that Jacob has come into Pharaoh’s

land and Pharaoh’s castle as a refugee from the famine and a beggar.  Yet, it is Jacob who blesses 

Pharaoh.  Tradition requires that the greater bless the lesser, and twice we see that it is Jacob who

blesses Pharaoh!  It seems that they had nothing to discuss except Jacob’s age.

Verses 11—12   These verses confirm that Joseph’s plan is put into action.  Jacob and his family will

possess land in Egypt, but not in Canaan.  Joseph will continue to provide for his father and brothers

and all their household in the years of continuing famine while the rest of the world becomes destitute.

Verses 13—26  The famine continues throughout Egypt and Canaan.  Joseph piles up wealth for Pharaoh.

First, all the money from Canaan and Egypt.
v. 15

Then the livestock.



v. 17

Their lands.




v. 20
Joseph moved all the people to the cities.  v. 21

The (pagan) priests were exempt and had an allotment from Pharaoh.


        v. 22

The people then became “sharecroppers”.  Joseph gave them grain to plant on land they had sold to


Pharaoh, and they returned 1/5 to him.

The people reacted with gratitude and considered themselves slaves to Pharaoh.

         v. 25

This arrangement was made into law.

v. 26

Verses 27—31    While the Egyptians are becoming poorer and poorer, 



    the Israelites are acquiring property, prospering (fruitful) and multiplying (numerous).
Jacob lived in the land 17 years (he was 130 when he arrived, v. 9).

He made Joseph swear that Jacob would be buried with his fathers (Abraham and Isaac) 



in Hebron, not Egypt.

As this chapter ends, we see Jacob worshiping.

Chapter 48:1—7
Jacob is nearing the end of his life, and Joseph brings his two sons to see him.



First Jacob would give his authority to speak the family blessings.

Jacob recalled his encounter with God and the blessing he had received.  He would remind Joseph

of God’s everlasting covenant promises of land, fruitfulness and many descendants.

The Jacob tells Joseph that he will adopt Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph’s first two sons, as his own 

just as Reuben and Simeon are his own first two sons.  Verse 6 informs us that Joseph has other sons

whose inheritance will be with their brothers.  Joshua 17 and Numbers 26:28—35. 

Verse 7 refers to Rachael’s death since Jacob is moving birth order status from Leah’s sons to Rachael’s

sons.

Verses 8—14.

First Jacob asks Joseph to identify his sons, carefully identifying the recipients
of this irrevocable blessing.  Joseph’s answer identifies God as the One who gave him his sons.
As Joseph’s sons are brought near, Jacobs eyes are dim but he expressed gratitude to have seen both

Joseph and his sons.  Now remember, the better blessing is given with the right hand, so Joseph is careful 

that Manasseh, the older of the sons, was on Jacob’s right hand.  But Jacob crossed his hands.

Verses 15—16
The blessing identified God as having been worshiped by Abraham and Isaac.

Jacob identified God as the shepherd of all his life and the angel who had redeemed him for all evil.

Gen. 32:24—28.  The blessing was that Jacob’s name would live on in them as well as that of





    Abraham and Isaac, and




                     that they would grow into a multitude.

Both of these are consistent with the covenant promises of God.

Both boys received the same blessing, but Ephraim’s was given with 


Jacob’s right hand and therefore was the better blessing.

Verses 17—20
Joseph saw this as a mistake and tried to correct Jacob.




But Jacob refused and stated that the younger would be greater than the older.

This pattern has been seen earlier with
Abraham—Ishmael and Isaac







Isaac—Esau and Jacob

This was such a great blessing that it would set a standard for blessings so that others would desire


to be like them.

Verses 21—22
Jacob makes another reference to the covenant promises of God.  



Although he would die, he expected his descendants to return to the land.

Joseph’s double inheritance would be received as each of his two sons inherited in the land.

Jacob specifies part of their inheritance to be Shechem.  

Indeed, the one who would lead the sons of Israel back into the Promised Land would be Joshua,

a descendant of Ephraim!

____________________________________________________

So, there is no tribe of Joseph.  The sons of Israel by tribe:
Numbers 26







Reuben







Simeon







Gad








Judah








Issachar







Zebulun







(Joseph)  Manasseh and Ephraim




Benjamin







Dan








Asher








Naphtali







Levi








