JOSEPH
Lesson 3    Homework

  Ch. 42—45
April 25, 2011
Chapter 41 ended with a famine in all the land and Joseph distributing grain to those who could come to Egypt to buy grain.  Chapter 42 begins with Jacob in Canaan desperate to feed his family.

Day One
Read Gen. 42:1—5.  Note the following:



How serious was the famine? ___________________________________

Whom did Jacob send to Egypt? __________________________________

Who did not go? __________________ Why? ______________________________________

Approximately how old was he if he was born when Joseph was 15? ____________(Also see 45:6)
Continue with verses 6—28 describe Joseph’s first encounter with his brothers.

About how many years have passed since he has seen them? ______ 

Let’s follow the sequence of events:

v. 6
Joseph’s brothers ________________ to Joseph.
v. 7
Joseph recognized them and ________________ himself.

v. 8
His brothers did not ________________ Joseph.

v. 9, 12     Joseph remembered __________________ and accused them of being ______________.

v. 10
They said they had only come to _________________________.

v. 11, 13   They professed to be __________men and to be _______________(of how many? ____).


What did they say happened to two? (1) __________________ (2)_____________________

v. 14-16     Joseph swore by ________________ and demanded that _________________________.

v. 17
Joseph confined them all in prison for __________________.

v. 18—20   Joseph relented.  What was his reason? ______________________________________


What did the brothers learn from Joseph’s reason? _________________________________

v. 21—22  What did the brothers believe was the reason for their misfortune? _________________


__________________________________________________________________________


Who said, “I told you so”? __________________________

v. 23—24  What was Joseph’s reaction to their confession? _________________________


Who would remain until Benjamin would come? ______________________________


Why do you think he would have been chosen to remain? ____________________________

v. 25—28
Joseph sent the 9 brothers with two things: (1)_____________ and (2)_____________


When one discovered what was hidden in the sack, why did they think they were in trouble?


__________________________________________________________________________

v. 29—34 They report back to Jacob.

v. 35—38  Yet another surprise:  All of them had their own ____________ as well as the grain.


Jacob assumes that _________________ is now lost to him. ______________offered to 
return to Egypt (but evidently did not go).  Jacob would not allow _____________ to go.

Day Two
Read Gen. 43:1—10.  This famine is lasting longer than Jacob’s boys expected, and



now they must return to Egypt for more grain.  
The next brother to speak up is _____________________  Review Gen. 37:25—28 
The new plan is that _____________________ would go.  

Who assumes responsibility for Benjamin? ______________ With what guarantee? ____________

What had Judah promised earlier?  42:37 _______________________________________


What does this tell us about Jacob’s attachment to Benjamin? _______________________

Verses 11—15.  Preparations are made for their return to Egypt.  What three things did they take for  Joseph? __________________________________________________________________________

Verses 16—24. Expecting hostility, the brothers must have been surprised by Joseph’s plans:

With whom did they speak first? ___________________________________

What did the brothers expect? _______________________________________________________

While the brothers proclaimed their innocence, Joseph’s house steward explained the source of the money:  __________________ had given it to them; ___________________ had kept their money.
Verses 25—34.  They brought their ____________ but Joseph was interested in ________________.

Joseph’s reaction to Benjamin was to give him a ___________________.  Why do you think Benjamin’s presence caused Joseph to weep? ___________________________________________

Evidently dinner was served at three tables.  Who sat at each table?


1. ____________________   2. _____________________   3. ________________________

How were Hebrews regarded in Egypt? _____________________  Why?  _______________ 39:17

How did Joseph surprise his brothers just by the seating arrangement? ________________________

By the manner of their meal? _________________________________________________________

Why do you think Benjamin got such a large portion? _____________________________________

If this is a test, what is it? ___________________________________________________________
Day Three
Now we come to Chapter 44, and the plot thickens!  The brothers have purchased 
     their grain and are preparing to return to Canaan.  Read verses 1—17.  Yet another test.
Joseph instructs that their ___________________ be put in each sack.  In addition, ______________

was to be put in ___________________’s sack.  When confronted, the brothers insisted on their innocence and offered, if found guilty, that the one would ______ and the others would be ________.
What was given as the importance of the silver cup? _______________________________________

However, the house steward would only take __________________ as a slave, the others would be innocent (even concerning the money).  A search revealed the _________________ in ______________________ sack.  Yet, instead of continuing to Canaan without ________________,

they all returned.  Upon arrival, they all bowed down to Joseph (this is the third time) 42:6 and 43:28.

Yet another test!  Joseph said that he used the cup for _____________________________.
Continue with verses 18—34.  Who is speaking for the brothers now? ____________ Although he offers all of them as slaves, Joseph insists on only _____________________.  Judah pleas for Benjamin with a long recounting of both recent an distant events culminating in the conclusion that if Benjamin does not return, _________________ will die.  Judah makes an offer consistent with his vow to Jacob before they left for Egypt (42:8).

Day Four
The big reveal!!  Read Gen. 45:1—9.  Joseph dismisses everyone from the room 


except his brothers to make himself known.  While Joseph is____________________, his brothers are dismayed.  Look up a good definition for this word: __________________________

Joseph told them not to be ________________ or __________________ because:
v. 5 
God ___________________________________________________________

v. 7
God ___________________________________________________________

v. 9
God ___________________________________________________________

Continuing with verses 9—15.  Joseph has a plan.  What is it? _______________________________

In verses 16—20 we see Joseph’s influence with Pharaoh.  

What would Pharaoh give Joseph’s family? ________________________________________

What would Pharaoh provide for their transportation? ________________________________

Verses 21—23 describe all that the brothers took as they left Egypt.  Make a list:

What was Joseph’s only instruction to them? ____________________________________ v.24

Why would he think they might need this admonition? ________________________________

As they arrived back in Canaan, verses 25—28 describe Jacob’s reaction to their news.

How long had Jacob believed that Joseph was dead? __________________

Remember what Jacob had said when the brothers reported back with the bloody tunic?

Gen. 37:35 ___________________________________________________________________

And now Jacob says __________________________________________________________45:28

Day Five
The central act of God that we have studied in these chapters has been the great 


famine in all the lands.  There are other times when God has brought famine and accomplished His purposes.  Today we will look at some of these.  What do you observe from the following:

Gen. 12:10

Gen. 26:1

2 Chron. 6:13, 26—31 

Isa. 3:1—8

Jer. 14:11—18; Jer. 29:17—19 

2 Kings 25:1—3

2 Samuel 21:1

Ezek. 14:13—21

Psalm 33:18—22; Psalm 37:18—20

Psalm 105:16—22

Luke 21:7—11

Rev. 6:5—8

Now, considering these Scriptures, write down six of the most important insights you have learned about famines from the Word of God:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. 

