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While Jacob and his family are living in the land promised to Abraham by God, the family is not following the ways of God.  Jacob has weak leadership over his family, Dinah has not behaved with discretion and she was raped, Simeon and Levi have committed violence against the city of Shechem because of Dinah, Reuben has lain with his father’s concubine, Judah has strayed from faithfulness in moving away from the family and becoming involved with pagan friends and immorality.  
When God promised Abraham both land and multitudes of descendants, He also told him that the people would be in slavery for 400 years.  Anticipating the disintegration of the family at an early stage, God would bring about a famine throughout all the lands while providing resources in Egypt.  Jacob’s family would find that they will move to Egypt to survive.  The famine would end, and after a relatively short period of time, the descendants of Jacob will be enslaved for 400 years.  During this time, they would multiply in great numbers.  Then God would bring them all back to the land promised to Abraham.

There are other times in Scripture when God brought famine to accomplish His purposes.  Famine is 

a life-and-death situation and can represent all the trials and difficulties in life.  For this reason, it is important for us to look at appropriate actions and attitudes for God’s people in times of “famine.”

Gen. 12:10
Abraham’s famine took him to Egypt where God protected and blessed him.

Gen. 26:1
Isaac’s famine took him to Philistia where God protected and blessed him 




similar to Abraham.

Lev. 26:14—29
Disobedience would bring judgment, including famine (v. 20).

2 Chron 6:13, 26—31
When Solomon was dedicating the Temple, he acknowledged that God



would “shut up” rain because of the people’s sin, thus causing famine.  



Their repentance would bring God’s forgiveness as they learned to fear and obey Him.
Isa. 3:1—8
God removes blessings because of disobedience.

Jer. 14:11—18; Jer. 29:17—19
False prophets promise prosperity, but God will bring famine 



to those who do not listen to His prophets and are disobedient to Him.

2 Kings 25:1—3
Because of their disobedience, God sent Judah into exile through Nebuchadnezzar



who besieged Jerusalem for six months when their was no food; Jerusalem fell.

2 Sam. 21:1
David’s famine because of Saul and his “bloody house.”

Ezek 14:13—21
If a country sins, God will send famine.

Psalm 33:18—22; 37:18—20
God keeps his people alive in famine, sustains the righteous.

Psalm 105:16—22
God sent Joseph before He sent the famine to save His people.

Luke 2:7—11
God will send famine in the end times.

Rev. 6:5—8

The third seal:  sword, famine, pestilence

Observations:
(yours may be different)

1.
God judges disobedience and sends famine to turn His people.

2.
God will preserve the righteous and bless them in the midst of famine.

3.
God’s purposes will be accomplished
.
4.
Famine is a sign of God’s judgment.

5.
Repentance brings forgiveness and blessings.

6.
Many people may suffer for the sins of unrighteous leadership.

Gen. 42:1—7 
When this lesson begins, there has been famine in all the lands for two years.  
It is a life and death situation, and Jacob sends ten of the brothers to Egypt for grain.

They have no idea what awaits them.

42:8—24  
While the brothers do not recognize Joseph, he knows them.
Test #1:
Prove they are not spies.



If they are not spies, they would bring their youngest brother.



They are put in prison for three days to think about it.

Result:
Instead of one going back for Benjamin, nine can go back with grain 




and return with Benjamin; but one must remain as “surety.”



They relate their misfortune to their earlier actions against Joseph.

42:25—35
Test #2:
Will they be honest about the money?



They were given bags of grain with each brother’s money returned to him.



At first, they discovered only the money in one bag until after they returned to Canaan.



They knew that God had brought this about.  (consequences of their sin)



They were dismayed.  45:3            (alarmed, unnerved, perplexed, vulnerable)
42:36—38
Jacob grieved for himself:  He had lost Joseph and Simeon; would they risk Benjamin?
________________________________
43:1—10
Time is passing.  They had exhausted the grain supply they had secured from Egypt.



Will Jacob let them take Benjamin?  If not, what will happen to Simeon?



Jacob (Israel) admonished them for even telling Joseph about Benjamin!



Judah pleaded with Jacob so that the family would not starve, offering to take responsibility.

43:11—15
Jacob relents about sending Benjamin, but he also sends presents for Joseph hoping



that God would give them compassion in Joseph’s sight.



Result of Test #1:
They will bring Benjamin to Joseph.



Result of Test #2:
They will return the money.

43:16—25
The brothers’ first encounter was with Joseph’s house steward.



They were invited to Joseph’s house for dinner but were afraid because of the money.



The steward told them that their God had given them that money; he had their money.



So, Simeon was returned to them, the brothers cleaned up and the donkeys were fed, and 



they prepared their present.

43:26—34
When Joseph arrived, the brothers bowed down to him.


Joseph inquired about their welfare and Jacob.



When Joseph saw Benjamin, he blessed him and 





had to leave the room overcome with emotion.



When the meal was served at three tables, the brothers ate food from Joseph’s table.



The brothers were amazed when they were seated according to birth order.



Test #3:
Will they be jealous?




Benjamin’s portions were five times as much as the others.
___________________________________________
44:1—5
Once again as the brothers prepare to leave, their sacks were filled and 



each man’s money was returned to his own sack.  



In Benjamin’s sack was placed a silver cup.



Just outside the city, they were stopped to search for the cup!



It was claimed it was Joseph’s personal drinking cup and used for divination.



Test #4:
Will they be loyal to one another?
44:6—13 
They claimed innocence:  they were servants to Joseph, and besides



they had returned the money from their first visit.



Convinced of their own innocence, they offered that if the thief was found, he would die




and the rest of them would be slaves to Joseph.



However, the house steward had other ideas:  Only the guilty one would be a slave.



When the cup was discovered in Benjamin’s sack, they mourned and returned to the city.



Result of Test #3:
They would not let Benjamin be a slave.






(therefore not jealous as they were with Joseph)


Result of Test #4:
They all returned to resolve the matter with Joseph.
44:14—16
As the brothers fell down before Joseph, he tested them yet again:



Test #5:
Is God sovereign in this situation, or pagan divination?




Earlier Joseph had told them that he feared God.
Gen. 42:18





He had sent word that God had blessed them with their money.   Gen. 43:23





He had asked for God’s blessing on Benjamin.
Gen. 43:29





And now Joseph claims a pagan practice of divination.



Result:
Judah affirms that this situation is due to God’s judgment of their sin.
44:17—34
Test #6:
Will they leave without Benjamin?



Joseph dismisses the ten brothers to return to their father, but keeps Benjamin as a slave.


Judah pleads for Benjamin based on Jacob’s love for Rachael’s two sons:




one (Joseph) Jacob had presumed to be dead, and




losing Benjamin would bring deadly sorrow to Jacob.



Judah reveals that he has offered himself as surety to Jacob for Benjamin’s safe return.



Result:
Judah has indeed changed and will not abandon Benjamin.
Gen. 37:26

_______________________________

45:1—9
The Big Reveal!
Joseph made himself known to his brothers.


Joseph’s question, “Is my father still alive” is curious since Judah has just been talking about Jacob.  This must simply be a request for even more information.  Their inability to respond 
shows their shock and alarm.  Joseph reassures them by telling them to not be grieved or angry with themselves.  Joseph quickly acknowledges God’s hand and plan:

    v. 5
God sent me before you to preserve life.

    v. 7
God sent me to preserve a remnant in the earth and to keep you alive by a great deliverance.

    v. 8
It was not you who sent me here, but God who made me ruler over Egypt.

    v. 9
God has made me lord of all Egypt.

v. 10—15
Joseph has a plan.
There will be five more years of famine.



Go back to Jacob and tell him all that they have seen and experienced, and bring him back.

v. 16—20
Pharaoh (who must have held Joseph is extremely high regard) agreed and



  offered the best land in Egypt to them and their families (Goshen).

v. 21—28
The brothers left bearing riches as well as gifts for Jacob.



Joseph’s instruction was for them to not quarrel!



Jacob found their information difficult to believe but was persuaded by the gifts.



Jacob agreed to go to Egypt.
