JOSEPH
Lesson 2          Homework
  Ch. 40—41
    for April 18, 2011
Joseph grew up in Canaan among his family, engaged in the family businesses of herding and growing grain.  But all was not peace and quiet.  There was trouble among the brothers.  Some did not do their jobs well, and Joseph reported this to their father.  Some were jealous of Joseph because of Jacob’s obvious preference for him.  The brothers had a history of violence having taken revenge for Dinah’s rape by destroying an entire town, and now their anger turned toward Joseph.  They plotted to kill him but took advantage of traders passing by to sell him into slavery while reporting back to Jacob that he had been devoured by a wild animal.  

Joseph remained faithful to the LORD, and God was with him and blessed all that he did.  Soon Joseph was in charge of his master’s household, and everything to which he took a hand prospered.

Almost 11 years passed and Joseph was doing well until Potipher’s wife relentless pursued Joseph.  

When Joseph refused her demands, she accused him of inappropriate advances causing Potipher’s anger to burn toward Joseph.  Last week we left Joseph falsely accused, sentenced without trial, 

and in jail.  Yet, the LORD was with Joseph, extended kindness to him, and gave him favor in the

sight of the chief jailer.  

Day One
Read Gen. 40:1—8.  Remember that Potipher is the captain of the king’s bodyguard.



Two men who serve the king would displease him and land in jail.  What jobs did they hold? _________________________________ and __________________________________
Although they were servants, why would their responsibilities been important?

_______________________________________________________________________________

In verse 3 we learn something about this jail.  Where is it? ________________________________

Who is in charge of the prisoners? ___________________________________________________

Why would Joseph have been put in charge of other prisoners? _____________________________

Each of the servants had a dream.  Although each dream was different, their response was the same:

they were _________and __________.  What would that mean? ______________________________

In verse 7, Joseph refers to their former positions in a different light.  

He says they are __________________________________________.

They want their dreams interpreted by there is no one to accommodate them.  Joseph has some experience with dreams.  They can tell their dreams to _______________________ but only

_______________________ can interpret!

Let’s pause a minute to look at what the Bible says about dreams.  

Deut. 13:1—5 

Jer. 23:25—32 

Daniel 2:1—4, 25—28 

Daniel 4:4—7, 24—27 
If you are not familiar with the Book of Daniel, you may want to read all of the first six chapters.

Matt. 2:1—2, 12

Matt. 1:19—25 

Matt. 2:19—20 

Acts 2:14—18 

From these verses, can we make any general observations about dreams?

Day Two
Today we will look at the two dreams of Joseph’s cellmates.  



Gen. 40:9—13 tell us about the dream and the interpretation.

Who did Joseph say gave the interpretation? ________________________________

Describe the cupbearer’s dream: 

What is the interpretation?

What does Joseph request of the cupbearer? ______________________________________________

What is the basis for his request? _______________________________________________________

Now the baker’s dream, verses 16—19.  What is his dream?

Why did he want Joseph to interpret for him also? _________________________________________

What is the interpretation? 

Verses 20—23 give us the outcome.

How much time passed after the interpretation? ______________________

What happened to the cupbearer? _____________________________________________________

What happened to the baker? ________________________________________________________

Do the Scriptures reveal to us why Pharaoh acted so differently toward the two men? ____________

What happened to Joseph as a result? ___________________________________________

In these events what matters:  Pharaoh’s motives
or 
God’s purposes?
At this point, can Joseph foresee what God is doing?_____________

How should Joseph behave in light of these events? ______________________________________

Day Three
Read Gen. 41:1—8.  How much time has passed since Gen. 40:23? _______________


Now who is dreaming? __________________________________

Describe dream number 1 (verses 2—4)

Describe dream number 2 (verses 5—7)

Why would these dreams have been troubling?

Who did Pharaoh think could interpret for him? ______________________________

What was the result? ____________________________________________________

A later Pharaoh would also seek advice from “magicians”.  What is learned from the following?


Ex. 7:11, 22


Ex. 8:16—19 

Ex. 9:9—11 

Nebuchadnezzar would later seek insight from the same source.

Dan. 2:1—2, 11


Dan. 4:5—7 

Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar’s son, would also need some interpretation:


Dan. 5:1—5 


Dan. 5:7—11 

Other verses also give us guidance:
Prov. 12:5

Jer. 7:23—26 

Day Four
Continue with verses 9—13.  The cupbearer had an “Ah-Hah!” moment.



Remembering that “Pharaoh” is a title and not a name, it seems that during the previous two years another Pharaoh is king over Egypt.  While speaking to Pharaoh, the cupbearer refers to past events involving a third-person Pharaoh.  Also, the events are related as if the cupbearer’s history would not be known to this Pharaoh.
In verses 14—16, Joseph is summoned.  What is Joseph’s response when asked to interpret Pharaoh’s dream? __________________________________________________________________________

What had Joseph stated in Gen. 40:8? __________________________________________________

Verses 17—24 repeat Pharaoh’s two dreams.

Is there any different information about dream 1? 

Is there any different information about dream 2?

The interpretation is given in verses 25—32.  

What was revealed to Pharaoh in the dreams?

Joseph refers to God three times.  What does he reveal about God?

Day Five
Joseph continues with advice and good counsel for Pharaoh.  What is the plan revealed 

 verses 33—36?

What had Joseph told Pharaoh in verse 16? _______________________________________________

And what was Pharaoh’s reaction to the plan?  verses 37—45.  How is Joseph described, and what will happen to him?
v. 38

__________________________________________________________

v. 39 

__________________________________________________________

v. 40—41  
__________________________________________________________

v. 42

__________________________________________________________ 

v. 43 

__________________________________________________________

v. 44

__________________________________________________________

v. 45 

Joseph’s new name: __________________________________________




see if you can discover what this means



Joseph’s new wife: ___________________________________________

Events continue in verses 46—49.  How does Joseph implement the plan?

In verses 50—52, we are told about Joseph’s two sons.  Name them:

__________________________ which means _______________________________ and

__________________________ which means __________________________________.

This chapter ends in verses 53—57 with the outcome foretold by Pharaoh’s dreams and God’s revelations.  
How many years of plenty were experienced? __________________


         
How many years of famine were to come? _____________________



How widespread was the famine? ____________________________



How was grain distributed? _________________________________



Who would be most powerful in this crisis? ____________________


Who would become wealthy as a result? _______________________

Considering the time period and geographical extent of this famine, what is likely to happen?

But that is next week!
