JOSEPH
Lesson 1    Homework

Ch. 37—39

   for
April 11, 2011
Let’s begin our study of the life of Joseph by looking back almost 500 years to Abraham.  God chose Abraham to command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice; in order that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him (Gen. 18:19).  What God had spoken was that Abraham would be the father of many nations with countless descendants, that they would inherit the land of Canaan (Gen. 15:18—21), that they would be blessed by God and all nations would be blessed through Abraham (Gen. 12:2—3).  Accomplishing all this, however, would send Abraham’s descendants into slavery for 400 years (Gen. 15:13—14).  

This covenant was passed down through Abraham’s son Isaac, and then to his son Jacob.  It was Jacob and his children, a free people, who would flee famine in Canaan to settle in Egypt not knowing that indeed slavery soon awaited them just as God had told Abraham.  How all this comes about is recorded for us in the life of Joseph, Jacob’s eleventh son.

Day One
Our study begins in Canaan.  Read Ex. 37:1—4.  



How old was Joseph as we begin? _____________ What is he doing? _____________



Who is with him?  (their names Gen. 35: 25—26)



______________________________________________________________________

Describe Joseph’s relationship with his father. ____________________________________________

What was a constant reminder to the other sons of Joseph’s position with Jacob? _________________

How did the brothers react to this situation? ______________________________________________

Now read verses 5—8 and describe Joseph’s first dream: ____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Read verses 9—11 and describe dream number two: ________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Two words are used to describe the brothers’ reaction:  __________________ and _________________

Verses 12—17 describe Joseph’s search for his brothers.  Why do you think he might have some difficulty in finding them? ______________________________________________________________

Find these locations on a map and estimate distances.  Shechem, Hebron, Dothan

Continue with verses 18—24.  The brothers plot against Joseph.  Two options are considered:

_____________________________________ and ____________________________________

We don’t know how many brothers were involved, but two are named: ___________ and ___________.

Who had second thoughts about killing Joseph? _______________________

The result was that Joseph was _______________________ and his _______________ was taken.

Day Two
In verses 25—28 we see these events further develop.  What are the brothers doing when 

the caravan approaches? _______________________ 

Who are these people? ____________________________

Where did they come from? ____________________ Locate this place on your map.

What trade goods did they have? ______________________________________________________

Where are they headed? _____________________

Judah’s reasoning in v. 26 is motivated by _____________________________.

So, who actually traded with the caravan? _________________________________

Continue with verses 29—36.     Who was not involved in the trade? __________________________



However, as the oldest of the brothers, who would be held accountable? _____________

First, a plot to kill resulting in a sale.  Now a plot to deceive!

Sins give birth to lies—yet another, compounding sin.  This is a common pattern and a caution to us all!

So, yet another plan is hatched.  What exactly did they do? ____________________________________
Did they actually tell Jacob what had happened to Joseph? ______________________________

Jacob makes some assumptions:   Since this is Joseph’s tunic and it is bloody, then ________________

had attacked him, and he is ________________.  Jacob mourned many days and refused to be comforted.  The last verse tells us of Joseph’s destination: _______________________ and his new master: _____________________________________________

Day Three
Meanwile, back in Canaan—    Chapter 38 takes us to a time of the departure of 


Judah, 
Jacob’s fourth son.  Read verses 1—5 and complete the following:

Adulam is a town southwest of Jerusalem about halfway to Lachish.  The king of Adulam was later defeated by Joshua (Josh. 12:15) and was the site of a cave where David hid (1 Sam. 22:1).  Judah’s lust for a Canaanite woman resulted in a child named ______________.  They had two more sons named

____________________ and ______________.     Continue with verses 6—11.  

Judah later took a wife for his first-born son.  Her name was ___________________.

What happened to this man? ________________________________ 

In order to understand these verses we must know something about Leverite marriage laws.  What do we learn from Deut. 25:5—10? __________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

From Matt. 22:23—30? ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

So, Judah’s first-born son is dead and leaves no children.  Therefore, Judah initiates the Leverite marriage provisions.  What was the brother’s objection? ______________________________________

What was the outcome? ________________________________________________________________

Continuing with the Leverite marriage practices, the widow is told by Judah to wait until his third son reaches marriageable age.

Tamar, therefore, a widow without prospects for a husband, returned to her ______________________.

Ah, but the saga continues!  Read verses 12—19.  ____________________ died and Tamar went to be with Judah.  She has a plan because she observed that although Judah’s third son was now marriageable age, she had not been given to him so that she could have a son.  But Tamar has a plan!

She _____________________ herself as a _________________________ and deceived ____________.

A bargain was struck, and Tamar kept Judah’s ____________, _____________ and _____________

until payment for her services could be made.  As a result of this encounter, Tamar ________________.

Verses 20—23 reveal the rest of Tamar’s plan.  She has disappeared.  Judah sends the ______________
in payment and to recover his personal items, but to no avail.  When Tamar’s pregnancy is discovered,

Judah passes judgment on her because she had no husband.  Her penalty would have been __________.

Tamar revealed that Judah was the father, and he confessed that his sin was worse than hers.  However, Judah did not continue relations with her.  

Tamar bore _______________, and what a spectacle that was!  The first born (partial birth) was identified by a _______________________, but the full birth was by the other twin.  The first-born was named ___________________ (See Matthew 1:3!!) and the second was named ________________.

Day Four
Chapter 39 returns us to the events of Joseph’s life.  Gen. 39:1 is a direct connection to



Gen. Gen. 37:36.  We have seen the character of both Reuben and Simeon in Chapter 37, and Judah’s escapades from Chapter 38 give us insight into what is going on in Canaan with Jacob’s sons?  What traits characterize this “dysfunctional” family? __________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Now read Gen. 39:1—6.  Joseph’s first job in Egypt was __________________________________.  

What was Potipher’s position in Egypt? ____________________ and _________________________.

What is the significance of Potipher’s job? _______________________________________________.

Even from the beginning Joseph prospered.  Why? __________________________________________

From slave, Joseph was promoted to _____________________ and ___________________________.
Proof of Joseph’s trustworthiness was that Potipher put him in charge of ________________________.

Because of Joseph, the LORD blessed __________________________.

And we learn something else about Joseph—he was _____________________!

Everything is going well for Joseph, but trouble is lurking!  Continue with verses 7—18.  

Potipher’s wife demands that Joseph ___________________________________________.
Joseph’s refusal has three points:

1.  Potipher has entrusted _____________________ to him.

2.  Joseph has authority over ___________________________ except _________________.

3.  Betraying Potipher would primarily be a ___________ against _________________________.

Day Five
Let’s take time to do a few cross references concerning sexual sin:

Ex. 20:14

Lev. 20:10

Prov. 6:2—35

Heb. 13:4  

Yet, Joseph was not married so perhaps his sin would not have been “adultery.”  Continue with

Deut. 22:13—30

Job 31:1, 9—12

Prov. 5:1—23; 7:1—27

Matt. 5:27—30

Eph. 5:5—6

1 Thes. 4:3—8

Rev. 21:8

1 Cor. 6:9

What was Potipher’s wife’s response to this rejection? ___________________________________.

In desperation, she falsely accused Joseph of attempted_____________________________.

In verses 19—23 we learn of Potipher’s response:  He sent Joseph to __________________.

But (v. 21) the LORD ________________________ and gave Joseph favor with ________________.
Even in these circumstances, Joseph prospered.  Why? _____________________________________
Does this tell us anything about the blessings of obedience? _________________________________
Joseph was 17 years old when he was sold into slavery, Gen. 37:2.  Just 13 years later, he would stand before Pharaoh as the second most powerful man in all of Egypt!   Gen. 41:45—46  Ain’t God good!!!
