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When this lesson opens, Jacob and his family have been living in Hebron after 15 years of moving about in Canaan.  There had been much trouble along the way.  Simeon and Levi had caused death and destruction in Shechem following the rape of their sister, Dinah, and Jacob feared for the family’s safety.  Rachel had given birth of Jacob’s 12th son, Benjamin, and she had died.  Having reconciled with his brother Esau earlier, Jacob had been separate from him until they met to bury their father Isaac who died at the age of 180 years.  

Esau’s descendants had multiplied greatly, producing great families, chiefs and kings.  He occupied considerable expanses of land and had allied with other peoples through conquest and intermarriage.  Jacob’s family consisted of his 12 sons and Dinah, but they had not put down roots.  They were shepherds.  The oldest, Reuben, would have been in his mid-thirties, Joseph is 17, and Benjamin is just 2 years old.  Let’s review Jacob’s sons and their birth order once again
(Gen. 29:31—30:24).

              Abraham
                  Isaac

                  Jacob_(Gen. 25:26)___
(Gen. 29:32—30:24; 35:23-26; 49:1-27)

 Leah (wife)        Rachael (wife)
1.  Reuben
  11. Joseph

2.  Simeon
  12. Benjamin

3.  Levi
        (Gen. 35:18)
4.  Judah
9.  Issachar

10. Zebulan

   Dinah (daughter) (Gen.30:21)
Zilpah (maid)
  Bilhah (maid)
7.  Gad

  5. Dan

8.  Asher
  6. Naphtali


Chapter 37

Joseph’s dreams and the brothers’ jealosy

Joseph is 17 years old and the favorite son of Jacob.  


Jacob showed his favoritism by giving Joseph a beautiful, multi-colored tunic.


Joseph shepherds Jacob’s flocks with the sons of Zilpah and Bilhah.



The family also raises grain, probably wheat.


Joseph had given his father a bad report about them.  About exactly what, we do not know.


His relationships with his brothers is marked by their hatred for him and


their refusal to even speak to him in a friendly manner.  



This hatred was inflamed by Joseph’s dreams.

Dream No. 1

While gathering grain into sheaves in the field and binding them into bundles, 


Joseph’s sheaf stood erect while the brothers’ sheaves bowed down.

Interpretation:

His brothers saw this as a prophecy that Joseph would rule over them.

Result:


His brothers hated him even more.
Dream No. 2

Sun, moon and 11 stars bowed down to Joseph.

Interpretation:

Not only would Joseph rule over his brothers, but his father and his wife also.




At this time, Joseph’s mother Rachel is dead, so evidently another of Jacob’s





wives had assumed that role.

Result:


Even Jacob seemed to have a surprised reaction, but remembered the dream.




Would Joseph be head of the covenant family?  Deut. 33:13--17; 1 Chr. 5:2




This prophecy was further fulfilled as Joseph’s descendant, Joshua,





led the Israelites into the promised land.  Num. 13:8, 16




His brothers were jealous.

Later, when Joseph’s brothers are pasturing the flock in Shechem, Jacob is concerned about them.

Perhaps that is because of their history there!  Upon arrival, Joseph does not find them and inquires where they might be.  He is told that they have moved the flocks to Dothan, about 50 miles north of Hebron.
When the brothers saw Joseph coming, they must have remembered Joseph’s “bad report” earlier.

They also expressed their hatred and jealousy by referring to him as “this dreamer.”
While the brothers plotted to kill Joseph, he seems to have an ally in Reuben.

The brothers took Joseph’s tunic and threw him into a dry pit.  They discussed Joseph’s fate:


kill him and cover it up, or


sell him to traders but tell Jacob that Joseph had been killed by a wild beast

Just then the Ishmaelite/Midianite caravan appeared on the horizon.  These peoples were 
indistinguishable because of intermarriage and geographical proximity.

Judah, seeing the opportunity for a profit, persuaded his brothers, and 


sold Joseph for 20 shekels of silver, the average price for a slave at that time.

The traders would take Joseph to Egypt to be sold.

Reuben, however, was apparently not present when this transaction took place; 


and he mourned for Joseph.

The plot continues:  The covered Joseph’s tunic with the blood of a male goat and presented


it to Jacob as proof that Joseph had been devoured by a wild beast.


Jacob mourned and refused to be comforted.

Chapter 38

The Saga of Judah Continues

This chapter begins with Judah leaving the family conclave, going to Adullam (about 15 miles SW of Jerusalem), and marries Shua, a Canaanite.  Three sons were born of this union:  


Er, who married Tamar as arranged by Judah; 



he was evil in the signt of the LORD so the LORD took his life


Onan, who would not give Tamar children, and the LORD took his life also.

Shelah, who was much younger (Chezib is a small town near Adulla)
This was according to the custom of Leverite marriages which would ensure that a widow with no children would have a child by her dead husband’s brother.  The child would be considered the descendant of the deceased husband for purposes of responsibilities and inheritance.

This practice is described in Deut. 25:5—10. 

Jesus was asked about this in Matt. 22:23—30.

Jacob was afraid to give Tamar to his youngest son since the Lord might also take his life.

Next we find Judah, a widower who had completed his period of mourning, going with his Canaanite friend to Timnah where Judah had flocks of sheep.  Judah’s associate with pagans will be shown by his relations with a woman whom he considered to be a pagan temple prostitute.

Tamar learned of Judah’s trip. disguised herself, and encountered Judah.  She bargained with him and secured a promise of payment to be secured by personal items from Judah.  After Judah had gone in to her and she had conceived, he left to secure the promised payment and she disappeared without revealing her identity to him.  When Judah could not find her, he did not seek further in order not to expose his error.

Three months later, Judah was informed of Tamar’s pregnancy and confronted her about her apparent lack of morals.  When she revealed their earlier encounter by producing his personal items, she was vindicated and he was remorseful that his failure to follow Leverite marriage traditions had contributed to her desperation.  

Twins were born of this union:  Perez the first-born, whose partial birth was marked by the red thread tied on his hand, and Zerah whose total birth was actually first.  Perez is named in the genealogy of Jesus, Matt. 1:3.  God causes all things to work in concert to bring about His purposes.
In this chapter we observe the Israelites beginning to degenerate by intermarrying with Canaanites and being drawn by their pagan practices.  God had sent Joseph ahead and He would separate the Israelites from their connections with the Canaanites to build them into a populous nation.  Slavery would keep them isolated from the pagan religions of Egypt.
Chapter 39

Joseph—falsely accused but faithful.

Joseph was 17 years old when he was sold as a slave to Potipher in Egypt.
Potipher was a powerful Egyptian military officer and captain of Pharaoh’s bodyguard.
Joseph’s servitude, however, was primarily to the LORD, and this was evident to Potipher

for the LORD was with Joseph and caused all that he did to prosper—benefiting Potipher as well.

Joseph was given charge of everything in Potipher’s house, except Potipher’s private affairs.

Not only smart, competent and blessed—Joseph was handsome in form and appearance, not escaping the notice of Potipher’s wife.  Next comes the first record of sexual harassment in the workplace.  While Potipher’s wife relentlessly made advances, Joseph consistently refused.
Sexual immorality is of particular offense to God.

God is the One who established marriage between one man and one woman and restricted


sexual relations to that relationship.

Marriage is a representative picture of God’s relationship with his people.  Isa. 54:5; Eph. 5:25—27 

Israel’s unfaithfulness to God resulted in their being judged adulterous by God.

Sex outside the covenant of marriage is adultery; 


sex outside marriage by one who is not married is fornication.      Heb. 13:4

Joseph understood that his fornication and her adultery would be a sin against God, and Joseph was faithful.  But things did not go well for Joseph.  Falsely accused by Potipher’s wife, Joseph would have been subject to severe punishment, even death.  Prov. 6:29—35  But “the LORD was with Joseph” and Potipher spared his life, sending him to jail.  And the LORD continued to be with Joseph and gave him favor in the chief jailer’s sight.  Joseph prospered, even in jail !

Almost 11 years has passed.  Joseph would be about 28 years old, cruelly sold into slavery by his own brothers, considered dead to his family, falsely accused, in a foreign jail . . . 

Yet, Joseph is faithful and the LORD is faithful to His promises.     More to come . . . . . . . . . . . 
