Minor Prophets
Jonah
Homework for September 7, 2015
Jonah and the events of his journey to Nineveh are probably one of the most familiar of all the minor prophets.  Children delight in the dramatic scenes of ships tossed about on fierce storms and a giant fish swallowing Jonah.  There are only four chapters, but there is much more to be learned here.  

DAY ONE
First of all, let’s get a date for the events of this book.  From 2 Kings 14:23—27,

who was king over Judah? _______________, the son of ______________________________
From the chart of prophets, what years would this cover? _______________________________

Was he a good king? __________  Why? ____________________________________________


Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, was the first king over the northern kingdom, Israel.


What were this king’s sins?  1 Ki. 12:25—33 ___________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


There is a lot in Scripture detailing the reign of the first king over Israel, but we won’t 
pursue 
that at this time.

How is this king’s military success described? 2 Kings 14:25  ____________________________


________________________________________________________________________

Who was prophet to this king? ___________  The prophet’s home town was ________________

(which is located in Galilee).
Read through the first chapter of Jonah and answer the following:  


Remember, this is not the first time Jonah served as a prophet.
v. 1—3   Who told Jonah to go to Nineveh? (modern-day Mosul, Iraq) _____________________


Why? __________________________________________________________________

Instead of heading north to Nineveh, where did Jonah decide to go? _______________________


(modern day Spain).  Why would he be reluctant to go to Nineveh? _________________


________________________________________________________________________

From whom was he fleeing? ______________

DAY TWO
v. 4—17 describe a terrifying encounter.  
Who caused the storm? _________________How severe was it? _________________________

How did the sailors initially react? _________________________________________________

How did Jonah initially react? _____________________________________________________

Who insisted that Jonah join in the prayer service? _____________________________________

How did the sailors think the storm could be stopped? __________________________________


Oops!  Who was pointed out? _____________________________________

They asked him five questions (v. 8):  1. ___________________________________________


2. ________________________________3. __________________________________

4. ________________________________5. __________________________________

What was Jonah’s answer? (v. 9—10)   I am _________________________________________


I fear __________________________ who ____________________________________


Jonah was ______________________________________________________________

Whose idea was it for Jonah to be thrown overboard? __________________________________
However, the men _____________________ and _____________________________________

With no other relief, what did the sailors do? (v. 15)____________________________________

What two things resulted? _________________________ and ___________________________

What impact did this event have on sailors who worshiped their own gods? _________________

________________________________________________________________________

DAY THREE
   Jonah 1:17 is short, but dramatic!  

Jonah had been thrown into the sea.  What did the LORD do? ____________________________

How does this action by the LORD parallel what He did in Jonah 1:4? _____________________


________________________________________________________________________

Up to this point in the voyage, how many times had Jonah prayed to the LORD? _____________
As Jonah sits (I presume “sits”) in the stomach of the fish, how much time passes?


_____________________ and ___________________.  

Please note:  Jewish days begin with sunset, so a day would normally be described, as in 
Genesis, as an evening and a morning—or a period of darkness (night) then a period of 
light (day).  Here, however, it is day first and then night.  

This is an oddity, but becomes an important prophecy!

Jonah 2:1—10.  This is Jonah’s prayer.  


v. 1—6  How does Jonah describe his despair?


________________________________________________________________________


v. 7—9  How does Jonah express his dedication?


________________________________________________________________________

v. 10
How is Jonah delivered? ___________________________________________________


Do we know exactly where this occurred? _____________________________________

Jonah 3:1—10   Once again the LORD commanded Jonah.  (I guess God had his attention now!)

What exactly did God command? __________________________________________________

What exactly did God command from Jonah 1:2? ______________________________________

What did Jonah do this time? ______________________________________________________

How is the city described? ________________________________________________________

Who originally founded the city?  Gen. 10:8—12 _____________________________________
       What other three cities are mentioned here? (v. 11—12) 

_______________________________________________________________________

       Through history these cities have been destroyed and rebuilt, but together are considered to 
be the “great city” of Nineveh in Jonah 3:3.

What was the proclamation the LORD gave Jonah? ____________________________________

What is the Biblical number usually considered to indicate a period for judgment or trial? _____
How did the people react to Jonah’s message? ________________________________________

How did the king react? __________________________________________________________

What were they hoping would be the outcome of their action? ___________________________

Why did God relent concerning the destruction of Nineveh? _____________________________

DAY FOUR
Jonah 4:1—11  Jonah had witnessed sailors abandon their gods and call upon the LORD, and we were not told how Jonah reacted.  Now an entire city had repented.  How did Jonah react? __________________________With whom? _______________________

What would have been his personal preference? _________________________________

Jonah had based his own actions on what he knew about the character of God.  What five qualities are listed in v. 2?    1. _______________________ 2. ___________________________


3. _______________________ 4. _____________________ 5. _____________________

For what did Jonah wish? ________________________________________________________

What was God’s response? _______________________________________________________
What does v. 5 tell us about Jonah? _________________________________________________

How did God bless Jonah? ________________________________________________________


What did Jonah think about this? _____________________________________________

In v. 7—8 God takes further action.  What happened? __________________________________

How did Jonah react to this? ______________________________________________________

In v. 9—11 God reasoned with Jonah.

Jonah’s actions concerning the plant is compared with God’s actions concerning ____________.


If Jonah would not have mercy on the king and people of Nineveh, 


surely Jonah would have compassion on the 120,000 persons described as not knowing 
their right hand from their left hand.



What kind of persons would this be? __________________________________



From this, estimate the total population, assuming a ratio of 4 adults for each 


child: ___________________________________________________________


Or maybe Jonah would have had mercy on the ________________________________.

DAY FIVE
Today, let’s go back and look at Jonah’s attitude, actions and disposition.

For each verse note what character trait or attitude is evident.
1:3
_______________________________________________________________________

1:5
_______________________________________________________________________

1:9
_______________________________________________________________________

1:17
_______________________________________________________________________

2:9
_______________________________________________________________________

4:1
_______________________________________________________________________

4:4
_______________________________________________________________________

4:6
_______________________________________________________________________

4:8
_______________________________________________________________________
Perhaps we should examine ourselves to see if any of these traits belong to us!

Jonah was a prophet to Jeroboam II and to Nineveh, but also to all generations to follow.  What prophecy has a direct effect on our faith?  See

Matt. 12:39—40 ________________________________________________________________

Matt 16:4
__________________________________________________________________

Luke 11:29—32 ________________________________________________________________
Jesus’ resurrection was confirmed by the following:


Luke 24:6—7 
___________________  Luke 24:46—48 ________________________


and Acts 10:38—43 
_______________________
Why is the fulfillment of the sign of Jonah so critical?

1 Cor. 15:13—14 
____________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 15:16—19 
____________________________________________________________

Jonah’s attitude toward his enemies is easy to understand—but the mind of God is NOT easy.
If Jonah’s message brought repentance to Nineveh sometime between 782 and 753 BC, how might that have impacted on Assyria’s invasion of Israel in 722? ________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How might have  Nineveh’s encounter with the LORD have benefited Israel? 
_______________________________________________________________________

Jonah testified about God’s character (4:2). but did not trust God concerning His purposes.

If Jonah had actually seen God’s purposes, how might that have affected his attitude?


________________________________________________________________________

What do you know about God’s character and purposes impact your willingness to be obedient?


________________________________________________________________________

Can man’s disobedience deter God? _______________
