Minor Prophets
   Jonah
         Class Notes for September 7, 2015
This is a very short book—just 4 chapters, but there is much to learn and understand.  Although this may be quite familiar, there are some aspects of these events and Jonah himself which give us a deeper understanding.
Jonah was a prophet to the king of Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II which lasted from 793 to 753 BC.  (2 Kings 14:23—27).  Jeroboam II was an evil king following after the sins of the first king of Israel, Jeroboam I.  A little history about him:  When Solomon died, the kingdom divided:  His son Rehoboam became king of the southern kingdom of Judah.  Jeroboam, who was Solomon’s servant and a valiant warrior who was over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph (1 Kings 11:26—28), rebelled and became king over the northern kingdom of Israel.  He was exceedingly evil, worshiped idols of golden calves in Bethel and Dan, built worship placed on hilltops, and established a new priesthood and new feasts.  (1 Kings 12:25—33)  Jonah, a prophet who lived in the area of Galilee,  was sent by God to King Jeroboam II through which Jeroboam expanded Israel’s territory northward and south on the eastern side of the Jordan (the lands of Ammon and Moab) giving Jeroboam control of more land than any previous king of the northern kingdom.  As a successful prophet, Jonah would be well regarded in Israel, but now God had a new assignment for him—one which we will see he did not want!

Chapter 1.
The LORD came to Jonah and told him to go to Nineveh and bring His message of judgment against them because of their wickedness.  Ninevah (now Mosul, Iraq) was the capital of Assyria, a great enemy of Israel.  Later, before Nineveh’s defeat by Babylon in 612 BC, the prophet Nahum would describe the city as the embodiment of evil and cruelty (Nahum 3:1—7).  
Obedience would put Jonah in great danger.  So instead of heading northwest to Nineveh, Jonah gained passage on a ship headed from Joppa to Tarshish—usually identified as a mining port in southern Spain.  Wrong way, Jonah!  His motive is given to us here—he wanted to flee from the LORD’s presence.  
It would be good to stop here and consider the character of God and how he accomplishes His purposes:


God has an eternal plan, and he knows the end from the beginning.

Isa. 46:10

God is all powerful and rules over all events and all things.


Psa. 59:13


God even turns the hearts of kings to do His will.



Prov. 21:1

In the Old Testament, the people were motivated by God’s blessings and



God’s discipline or punishment.




Even so, they were commanded to love Him.


Deut. 30:16 




In the New Testament, God’s changes hearts to love and obey Him.
Jer. 31:33—34 

It will be very interesting to see how God will work with Jonah to bring about His purposes.

While Jonah knows what God wants him to do, his heart is just not in it!  But God insists!
The LORD sent a great storm which threatened to break up the ship.  The sailors were terrified, prayed each to his own god, and worked to lighten the ship by throwing the cargo overboard.  But Jonah took a nap below!  The captain woke Jonah up and insisted that he, too, pray to his god like all the others.  Surely someone’s god would intervene.

And the storm raged on.  Then the sailors decided to cast lots to learn the cause of the storm.  Casting lots was a common practice for solving mysteries and discover hidden meanings.  Jews cast lots with religious intentions, to choose men for an invading force, to divide land or spoils of war, or to settle difficult arguments.  It usually involved casting pebbles on the ground or small bones were sometimes used.  Of course there had to be someone to interpret any patterns or lack of patterns that might appear.  
The sailors’ lot fell on Jonah.  They asked him five questions:      Tell us, now!


On whose account has this calamity struck us?


What is your occupation?


Where do you come from?


What is your country?


From what people are you?

Jonah’s answer:   I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD God of heaven who made the sea and dry land.


Being a Hebrew meant being a descendant of Abraham, the Hebrew.

Gen. 14:13


Jonah said he “feared” the LORD God. The sailors were afraid of the storm!



fear is H3372 yare (yaw-ray) the psychological reaction of fear, to be afraid, 



to stand in awe, to revere and respect because of the power or supremacy of another.


Jonah described the LORD God as the one who made this terrible stormy sea, 



and the dry land of safety.


Jonah also told them that he was fleeing from the LORD, and the men lashed out at Jonah



as the cause of their calamity and pending death.  They asked Jonah for a remedy to


Jonah’s conflict with God which was causing them so much distress.


Jonah admitted his part in this crisis and told them to throw him overboard.

Even so, the men still tried to get to shore.  Then they called on the LORD for their own lives,



and for pardon as they got ready to do as Jonah asked.  


As Jonah hit the water, the storm ceased.

Verse 16 states that the men feared the LORD greatly, and they offered a sacrifice to Him and made vows.


Do not be misled to think that they repented of their sins.  There is no indication that they turned


from their other gods—which is an essential part of salvation.  Polytheists never mind adding one


more god to their collection.

Jonah doesn’t seem to care what happens to him—he was not afraid to flee from God, he was not afraid of 
the storm, he was not afraid to be thrown into the stormy sea, but another crisis is on the way.

The LORD prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah.  “Prepared” or “appointed” indicates that this fish was 
created or designed specific to its purpose, and that it was the LORD who caused it to swallow 
Jonah—thereby rescuing him from death in the sea.  

Three days and three nights will pass between the end of chapter 1 and the beginning of chapter 2.  
That’s 72 hours before Jonah prayed!  Now that’s stubborn!  But this designation of time is 


very important because it, too, is prophecy—about Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
Jesus spoke of the sign of  Jonah, the prophet  

. . . just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the betty of the sea monster,  so will the 


Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth . . . 
Matt. 12:38—41  

An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, 


except the sign of Jonah. . . 






Matt. 16:4

      . . . just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation . . .












Luke 11:29—32 

The Jews defined a 24-hour day as evening and morning, consistent with God’s day in Genesis chapter 1.

That is a period of darkness and a period of light.  That is still true today on a Jewish calendar.


So this definition of three days is specific in that it describes time differently from the usual.

Jesus was crucified and died in the afternoon, at the third hour . . . . “morning”

Jesus rose form the dead before dawn on the third day . . . 

“evening”

Chapter 2
NOW Jonah prays!  Jonah’s prayer has two essential parts:
v. 1—9
describe his current situation and his despair



the ultimate horror was to be cast away from God




“the pit” is a euphemism for death itself



looks to the place where the LORD would meet with His people 



recognizes the LORD as the one who rescues



remembers and renews his vow to serve and obey God—repentance 


acknowledges the worthlessness of false gods and their fickle followers



declares that salvation is from the LORD, and Him only.

v. 10
“The LORD commanded (spoke) . . . demonstrating the power of God’s word.


Jonah’s salvation of soul and spirit came from his repentance.


Jonah’s salvation from the fish came as he was vomited up onto dry land. . . .

demonstrating the effectiveness of fervent prayer, and God’s faithfulness to His people 


to act on their behalf and consistent with His purposes.



Rom. 8:28

Chapter 3
Since the LORD’s original command to Jonah to go to Nineveh,


Jonah has had a change of heart.  The instructions are a little bit different . . .

1:2
Arise and go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it,



for their wickedness has come up before Me.

3:2
Arise and go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it 



the proclamation which I am going to tell you.



This proclamation is found in v. 4:  Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.

Jonah will go this time, and do what God commanded, but his work was cut out for him:


Archaeological exploration has shown that the city was between seven and eight miles in circumference.  Jonah 4:11 states that the population of Nineveh was “120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right and left hand.”  Some commentators think that this is a reference to children, which would give the city a very large population, maybe as many as 600,000.  Others think that 120,000 includes the total population but refers to their ignorance of God.  Nineveh was also known as a very important city, the capital of the nation of Assyria, an evil nation.  Jonah’s journey of three days probably indicates the duration of his stay there which was the traditional length of time for a diplomatic emissary to such an important city.
Jonah’s message will have major results:


The people, from the greatest to the least, believed in God, called and fast and mourned.


The king got down from this throne, took off his royal robe, and mourned in sackcloth and ashes.


The king issued a proclamation from himself and his nobles:


     Called for a citywide fast for everyone and all living creatures:  no food or water


     Every man and beast was to mourn, earnestly call on God, turn from wickedness and violence.


The plea was that God would show mercy and not destroy them.  


And they were saved from destruction.

Chapter 4
 By this time we would expect Jonah to be jubilant that through God’s message a great city had repented and been saved from destruction, but this was not to be the case.
Jonah was displeased that the LORD had saved Nineveh, Israel’s enemy.  

This is the strongest possible language.  His displeasure led to anger—anger with God!  

So, Jonah’s prayer is recorded for us in v. 2—3:


Jonah had never wanted anything good for Nineveh—as he said before he ever left Israel.


Jonah had done his utmost to avoid obeying God, 



knowing that God might relent (show mercy) in calamity against Nineveh.


However, the same gracious and compassionate God who was



slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness had also relented on behalf of Jonah!

Jonah was so distraught that he had no desire to continue living.

The LORD merely asked Jonah to consider if he truly had reason to be angry.

Was Jonah was grateful even for his own deliverance since it led to Nineveh’s deliverance?
Jonah left the city and went to a vantage point to watch just in case the LORD would execute judgment 


on the city.  He built himself a shelter for shade and waited.
The work of Jonah’s hands was inadequate for his comfort, and the LORD blessed him with a vine.


Well, at least Jonah was happy about the plant and his own well being.

The LORD gives and the LORD takes away!  Job 1:21   God sent a worm to destroy the plant and


a scorching east wind.  The heat from the sun caused Jonah to become faint, and he begged to die!

Once again God prompted Jonah to think about what he was doing . . .


v. 4  did he have good reason to be angry about God’s mercy on Nineveh, and


v. 9  did he have good reason to be angry about God’s removing the plant which He had given


        did he have good reason to be angry—even to wish for death!

Here is the object lesson for Jonah:

He was pleased with God’s mercy on him for the plant which he did not work for or cause to grow.


This was a temporary thing.

God’s mercy on Nineveh was an eternal thing—much more worthy of compassion than the plant.

Now there are some important observations and considerations for us:

Jonah’s attitude leaves a lot to be desired:

1:3
Jonah rose up . . . to flee from the presence of the LORD.


1:5
While others were terrified, Jonah showed no concern but took a nap.

1:9
Although Jonah was disobedient, he said that he feared the LORD.

1:17
Jonah sat in the big fish for three days before he prayed.

2:9
Jonah seemed to repent with sacrifice and thanksgiving, but would his future actions say so?

4:1
Jonah was displeased that Nineveh had been spared, and he was angry with God.

4:4
The LORD’s question is rhetorical—the answer is obvious by the question.

4:6
Jonah’s only happiness was his own comfort.

4:8
Jonah desired death to any other alternative.
God did not require Jonah’s cooperation—He could have accomplished all this through someone else.


Jonah finally did what God told him, but was he truly obedient?

Take out the trash:


partial obedience is 
disobedience 




. . part of the trash


delayed obedience is
disobedience




. . later


reluctant obedience is disobedience!




. . don’t want to


True obedience is complete, immediate and joyful!

God chose to work with Jonah in order that Jonah, too, would be blessed.

Jonah, however, missed the joy of blessing by not having the right attitude.
While God achieved His purposes in showing mercy to Nineveh . . .


It would be almost 100 years before Assyria would invade Israel and take the people captive.


It demonstrated God’s wider mercy which would also be difficult for the Jewish Christians 



as Gentiles were included in the New Covenant.

In God’s work with Jonah we see the contrasts between


material things 
and
spiritual things


temporary things 
and
eternal things


Jonah’s heart 

and
God’s heart

In spite of all Jonah’s resistance, his greatest prophecy was the one on which we most rely . . .


the sure and certain sign that Jesus is the Messiah!
Effective prayer is an essential part of every Christian’s life.  There are some practices in prayer which are especially helpful.  Praying with an open Bible, perhaps in the Psalms, we learn to praise God and offer our deepest confessions and supplications; the words of favorite hymns call to mind the mercies and grace of God; praying out loud helps us focus our minds and hearts; and keeping a written record of our requests with room to go back and write how and when God answered builds our faith.
JONAH’S PRAYER


Jonah 2:1—9 

1  Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the stomach of the fish, 

2  and he said, "I called out of my distress to the LORD, and He answered me. I cried for help from the depth of Sheol; You heard my voice. 

Psa. 116:3  The cords of death encompassed  me and the terrors of Sheol came upon me; I found 
distress and sorrow.

Psa. 18:4—6  The cords of death encompassed me, and the torrents of ungodliness terrified me.  The 
cords of Sheol surrounded me; the snares of death confronted me.  In my distress I called upon the 
LORD and cried to my God for help.

3  "For You had cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, And the current engulfed me. All Your breakers and billows passed over me. 


Psa. 42:7  Deep calls to deep at the sound of Your waterfalls; and Your breakers and Your waves have 
rolled over me.
4  "So I said, 'I have been expelled from Your sight. Nevertheless I will look again toward Your holy temple.' 


Psa. 31:22  As for me, I said in my alarm ”I am cut off from before Your eyes”; nevertheless You heard 
the voice of my supplications when I cried to You.

Psa. 143:3b—5 He has made me dwell in dark places, like those who have long been dead.  Therefore 
my spirit is overwhelmed within me; My heart is appalled within me. I remember the days of old; 
I meditate on all Your doings; I muse on the work of Your hands.
5  "Water encompassed me to the point of death. The great deep engulfed me, weeds were wrapped around my head. 


Psa. 69:1—2  Save me, O God, for the waters have threatened my life.  I have sunk in deep mire, and 
there is no foothold; I have come into deep waters, and a flood overflows me.

6  "I descended to the roots of the mountains. The earth with its bars was around me forever, but You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD my God. 


Psa. 22:24  For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, nor has He hidden 


His face from him, but when he cried to Him for help, He heard.

Psa. 30:3  O LORD, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You have kept me alive, that I would not 
go down to the pit.
7  "While I was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, and my prayer came to You, into Your holy temple. 


Psa. 5:7  But as for me, by Your abundant lovingkindness I will enter Your house, at Your holy temple 



I will bow in reverence for You.
8  "Those who regard vain idols forsake their faithfulness,    


Psa. 31:6  I hate those who regard vain idols, but I trust in the LORD.
9  But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I will pay. Salvation is from the LORD." 


Psa. 50:14  Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay your vows to the Most High.


Psa. 50:23  He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me; and to him who orders his way aright 
I shall show the salvation of God.


Psa. 3:8  Salvation belongs to the LORD; Your blessings be upon Your people.
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