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Chapter Seven

Chapter six predicts unbelief in action and chapter seven records it as history.  Chapter 7 verse one through chapter nine verse seven has a unity of trust and obey, which is signified by the day of Midian’s Defeat (9:4).  God’s great victory over a huge army was achieved using a weak leader, a small army, and inadequate weapons (Judges 6-7).  God rules so that no flesh may take His glory (1 Cor 1:28-31).

Isa 7:1 Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not conquer it.

Isa 7:2 When it was reported to the house of David, saying, "The Arameans have camped in Ephraim," his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind.

Isa 7:3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, "Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller's field,

Isa 7:4 and say to him,' Take care, and be calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram, and the son of Remaliah.

Isa 7:5 'Because Aram, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has planned evil against you, saying,

Isa 7:6 "Let us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its walls, and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,"

Isa 7:7 thus says the Lord God, "It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass.

Isa 7:8 "For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people),

Isa 7:9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely shall not last. "'"

Uzziah is dead but Isaiah has seen the true King, the Lord of Hosts!  Isaiah makes no mention of the reign of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, although he ruled for 16 years.  He was a king who did right in the sight of God but the people continued their corrupt living as they had done under his father.  We can read some about Jotham in 2 Chronicles 27.  Ahaz also ruled for 16 years but he did not do right in the sight of God and made molten images for the Baals and burned his sons in fire.  We can read some about him in 2 Chronicles 28.  Isaiah now had to deal with a sinful Judah and a stubborn and obstinate king Ahaz.  The Syrian king Rezin had come up against Jerusalem and with him was Pekah of Israel.  The history of this section is given in 2 Kings 15:37 that tells us the alliance of the two kings against Judah began before the death of Jotham.  The challenge to the faith of Ahaz then came early in his rule and if he had a different response there could have been a dependence upon the Lord from the beginning.  In verse two the reference to the “house of David” probably underscores his lack of trust in God’s promise of the security of that house (2 Sam 7).  By saying “like trees in the forest”, Isaiah would be saying that they will not all fall like the individual trees would under a fierce wind but that they would help somewhat to support each other.   
In verse three the name Shear-Jashub is symbolic (“a remnant will return”).  We cannot know the age of the boy.  If his name was given to him at birth it could be because of the future vision given to Isaiah at his call (6:13).  The name could be either a warning or a glimmer of hope.  The return could be either physical or spiritual.  The content tells us that the name is for a warning.  The place of the meeting is unknown now but it was a real place chosen because of its considerable source of water needed for a city under siege.

A great warning is given in verse four: be careful, keep calm, and don’t be afraid.  This is a great way for us to live under the sovereign rule of the Lord.  In verse five there is a hint of contempt in not using the name of the usurper-elect (son of Remaliah).  We cannot know who the son of Tabeel is but it is unlikely to be in David’s lineage.  To refer to the invaders as two smoldering snubs of firewood shows how contemptible God views any of His enemies regardless of how fierce they may look to us.  
Some translations add a “yet” to the beginning of verse seven and I like that because it is like “but” as God is about to tell what is really going to happen regardless of the plans of the wicked kings.  He gives the lineage of the kings to emphasize that they are only humans and no human can stand against the sovereign God.  He is probably referring to the racial mixing in Ephraim that would occur under an Assyrian emperor.  This section ends with a solemn warning that we should all heed: “if you do not stand firm in your faith you will not stand at all”.  
Isa 7:10 “Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying,

Isa 7:11 "Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven."

Isa 7:12 But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!"

Isa 7:13 Then he said, "Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well?”
God gave Ahaz an opportunity to demonstrate his faith.  Note that He said “your God”.  He was reminding him of his choice as king (2 Sam 7:11-16).  Some people have had a hard time understanding these few verses but the meaning is simple.  Ahaz had his plan and he did not want to take a chance that he might be wrong.  If he had been shown to be wrong he would then have to decide whether to flagrantly disobey God.  Outward piety can display an inward disbelief!  Kings were to know and obey the Word of God (Deut 17:14-20, especially 18, 19) and Ahaz might have had in mind Deut 6:16.  Satan tempted Jesus and He replied with Deut 6:16 but there is a big difference in the situations.  It is not tempting God to do as He says!  The king made an inappropriate and unbelieving allusion to Scripture.  

Isaiah then replied addressing the house of David rather than Ahaz and he said “my God” rather then “your God” as was used in verse eleven.  Because Isaiah was a prophet, trying his patience is the same as trying the patience of God.  

Isa 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

Isa 7:15 "He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose good.

Isa 7:16 "For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken.

Isa 7:17 "The Lord will bring on you, on your people, and on your father's house such days as have never come since the day that Ephraim separated from Judah, the king of Assyria."”
Isaiah uses the word “adon” rather than Yahweh for God.  Adon has control over all things and will give the sign.  The word “you” in verse fourteen is plural and so is given to all of Judah and not just to Ahaz.  These are difficult verses to interpret and many different interpretations have been given.  The analysis would be easy if verses 15-17 had not followed verse 14.  But the context of all these verses together means that they must all be interpreted in the time of the prophecy.  The mother must have been a royal contemporary of Isaiah and a virgin at the time of the prophecy who would then later gave birth to a son.  The child’s name means God with us and such means that God is indeed there at the time to guide the events.  The event also is a foreshadow of the birth of the Messiah about 700 years later.  Indeed about two years after this prophecy (733-732 BC) Assyria laid waste the lands of Aram and Israel as predicted.  The child would then have been about two and not of age to reject evil and choose good but not yet weaned to eat of the Land of Promise.  
An alternate understanding of these verses is that Isaiah does look forward to the birth of Jesus Christ and uses a time interval in that birth to occur about 700 years later to apply to the events happening then.  

Ahaz had been seeking the king of Assyria and now the Lord was bringing him but not as Ahaz had desired.  He was not coming to help but to conquer.  Sometimes we get what we think we want!  Verses 18–25 will form somewhat of an expansion of the present verse, singling out and developing one particular aspect of the promised threat.  Note the assault is aimed at Ahaz, his people, his country, and his father’s house.  These days would eventually result in the exile which would bring an end to the theocracy. Since the time when the ten northern tribes apostatized from Judah no calamity had come upon the nation such as that which the Lord would bring with the coming of the Assyrian king.  

What set in motion the train of events leading up to the exile and the abolishing of the theocracy was the coming of this particular Assyrian king. From this time on, nothing would be as it had been before. The end of the theocracy was now in sight. By his refusing to obey the Lord, Ahaz was responsible for the introduction of this entirely new order of things.

Isa 7:18 “And it will come about in that day, that the Lord will whistle for the fly that is in the remotest part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.

Isa 7:19 And they will all come and settle on the steep ravines, on the ledges of the cliffs, on all the thorn bushes, and on all the watering places.”
Isa 7:20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor, hired from regions beyond the Euphrates (that is, with the king of Assyria), the head and the hair of the legs; and it will also remove the beard.”
Being told that Assyria would invade would have terrified Ahaz because the Assyrian armies were among the cruelest in history.  King Ahaz had attempted to obtain help from the Assyrians (2 Chronicles 28:16) but now he is told that they will come against Judah.  Rather than repenting, Ahaz became even more unfaithful to God:
2Chron 28:22 “Now in the time of his distress this same King Ahaz became yet more unfaithful to the Lord.

2Chron 28:23 For he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him, and said, "Because the gods of the kings of Aram helped them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me." But they became the downfall of him and all Israel.

2Chron 28:24 Moreover, when Ahaz gathered together the utensils of the house of God, he cut the utensils of the house of God in pieces; and he closed the doors of the house of the Lord, and made altars for himself in every corner of Jerusalem.

2Chron 28:25 And in every city of Judah he made high places to burn incense to other gods, and provoked the Lord, the God of his fathers, to anger.”

The Creator of the universe only had to whistle to bring destruction upon the area.  The reference to bees and flies is symbolic for God is calling forth destruction from Egypt and Assyria.  The symbols are excellent references to their numbers and destructive powers that will come upon Judah.  The invaders are pictured as being everywhere.  Of course Egypt is not a power at this time although they will invade Judah in ca 609 BC.  Probably God is revealing to Ahaz how vulnerable Judah is and how easy it is for God to bring their enemies upon them.  Verse 20 clearly states that it is God who will be bringing such destruction to the nation.  It actually helps to understand that God is Sovereign and that He disciplines His people and punishes those who refuse to follow Him.  Since it is God bringing this destruction rather than their gods winning against their god, their faith should actually be strengthened even in such disaster.  This is a good lesson for us:
Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

The shaving of the head and legs is a reference to total destruction and humiliation.
Isa 7:21 “Now it will come about in that day that a man may keep alive a heifer and a pair of sheep;

Isa 7:22 and it will happen that because of the abundance of the milk produced he will eat curds, for everyone that is left within the land will eat curds and honey.”
This section could be a reference to God taking care of His remnant.  If the milk is plentiful then it will have to be curdled to keep it.  They will not have an abundance of food but they will have the basic necessities.  
Isa 7:23 “And it will come about in that day, that every place where there used to be a thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, will become briars and thorns.

Isa 7:24 People will come there with bows and arrows because all the land will be briars and thorns.

Isa 7:25 And as for all the hills which used to be cultivated with the hoe, you will not go there for fear of briars and thorns; but they will become a place for pasturing oxen and for sheep to trample.”
Isaiah may be referring to the parable of the vineyard but he certainly is speaking hyperbole because a shekel for a vine would be an exorbitant value.  What was a beautiful vineyard capable of producing much wonderful fruit would become briars and thorns.  Wild animals would establish their homes in such a region, which explains why human visitors would have to come armed.  The land will no longer be available for farming but only usable for pasturing animals.  
Chapter Eight

Isa 8:1 “Then the Lord said to me, "Take for yourself a large tablet and write on it in ordinary letters: Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey.

Isa 8:2 "And I will take to Myself faithful witnesses for testimony, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah."”
The word translated “tablet” is not a scroll but is a stone tablet or a flat piece of wood.  Thus Isaiah is told to post this notice so that many people may see it and he is to write it in language and style so that many people will be able to read it.  The message is a terrible warning about what is to come upon the people.  They are told that the enemy is coming swiftly to take away the spoils of the invasion.  For God to take witnesses to this event could be that nobody could say afterwards that they had not been warned.  Isaiah could say “God told you so”.  The identity of this particular Zechariah is not known (not the one who wrote a Book) and may be a royal prophet.  Uriah is probably the high priest mentioned in 2 Kings 16:10-16 who modified the high altar as the king’s conspirator in apostasy.  
Isa 8:3 “So I approached the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. Then the Lord said to me, "Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz;

Isa 8:4 for before the boy knows how to cry out' My father' or' My mother,' the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be carried away before the king of Assyria. "”
The word translated “approached” is often used in the OT for the consummation of the marriage between a man and his wife.  Some argue that Shearjashub’s mother had died and Isaiah in 7:14 had referred to this woman who would become his wife.  She also may just be his wife and the mother of Shearjashub and this is obviously not the first intercourse between them.  We do not know if the woman was a prophet in her own right or just the wife of a prophet for both terminologies are used in the OT.  Maher-shalal-hash-baz probably has the same meaning as the message on the tablet (Isa 8:1).  The time period specified in verse four would be between 18 months and 2 years from the time of the statement and would correspond to the time of the invasion by Assyria.  In verses 1-4 we see that soon Assyria would destroy Syria and Israel.

Isa 8:5 “And again the Lord spoke to me further, saying,

Isa 8:6 "Inasmuch as these people have rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah, And rejoice in Rezin and the son of Remaliah;

Isa 8:7 "Now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to bring on them the strong and abundant waters of the Euphrates, Even the king of Assyria and all his glory; And it will rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks.

Isa 8:8 "Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, It will reach even to the neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.”
In verses 5-8 we are to understand that some in Judah had supported the conspiracy against Ahaz and God would judge them.  Isaiah now moves to symbolic language to describe the coming events.  Scripture often uses a seemingly insignificant entity as the most powerful and here the gently flowing waters that represent the mercy and strength of God could have provided them protection and relief from any invading source.  But since the people rejected God He will bring a roaring invasion of armies upon them.  Assyria is also across the Euphrates and they were looked upon as having superhuman armies rather like the Nazi armies of WWII.  When he says that the “river” will only reach to the neck, he may be implying that the destruction will not be total.  Switching metaphors to a bird’s wings is probably just picturesque of how a swelling river reaches up onto the tops of valleys.  He seems to be recognizing that the land really belongs to God when he adds O Immanuel at the end of verse eight.  
Isa 8:9 "Be broken, O peoples, and be shattered; And give ear, all remote places of the earth. Gird yourselves, yet be shattered; Gird yourselves, yet be shattered.

Isa 8:10 "Devise a plan but it will be thwarted; State a proposal, but it will not stand, For God is with us."
He now changes his focus from the invasion to the response of the people.  Now God tells the people how absolutely helpless is their situation.  Regardless of how clever they might be in developing a plan to resist the invasion they would not succeed because the invasion is of God and not just of man.  He even repeats Himself in telling them that however well they gird themselves they will be shattered.  What is about to occur is not just a “natural” event in history.  God is Sovereign.  It is remarkable that he adds to all this that God is with them.  We cannot be with God for such implies that we are able to do so.  But to know that God is with us, even in what appears to be cataclysmic situations should bring comfort.  In verses 9-10 Isaiah addressed the people of Syria and Israel, Ahaz, and those in Judah who sought Assyria’s help.  All of their plans would come to nothing because God was with Judah.

Verses 11-23 are a reflection upon all that has transpired from 7:1.  The following then prepare the way for the announcement of the child in verses 9:1-6 making it clear that the central question of the segment is determining whom to trust.  

Isa 8:11 “For thus the Lord spoke to me with mighty power and instructed me not to walk in the way of this people, saying,

Isa 8:12 "You are not to say, 'It is a conspiracy!' In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it.”
Using the word “thus” is like using “therefore” and implies a connection with the proceeding verses as he must have intended.  He reports that God gave him that information in a very forcible manner and that He further instructed him to not be involved in any of the conspiracies of the people.  There is little agreement among experts on the meaning of these verses.  My understanding is that God is telling them not to think that this invasion is just an earthly event spawned from the thoughts of the nations involved.  The invasion is of God and they should not fear man.  
Prov 29:25 “The fear of man brings a snare, But he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted.”

Isa 8:13 "It is the Lord of hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He shall be your fear, And He shall be your dread.

Isa 8:14 "Then He shall become a sanctuary; But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over, And a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Isa 8:15 "And many will stumble over them, Then they will fall and be broken; They will even be snared and caught."

In verses 13-15 Isaiah is clearly told that he and Judah were to fear only God.  Only God is holy as Carol discussed last week.  We should only fear God for man can only destroy our bodies whereas God is in charge of our souls.  There are many Bible verses concerning fearing God.  Here are a few:
Ecc 12:13 “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.”

Acts 13:26 “Brethren, sons of Abraham's family, and those among you who fear God, to us the word of this salvation is sent out.”

2Cor 7:1 “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

The fear of God in our hearts is an indication that God has caused us to be born again and He will occupy what He has cleansed.  He will then become a sanctuary in us.  But to those who do not fear Him and will not obey Him He is still holy and will cleanse them away from His presence.  
Rom 9:33 just as it is written, "Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, And he who believes in Him will not be disappointed."

Matt 21:44 “And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.”
Isa 8:16 “Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.

Isa 8:17 And I will wait for the Lord who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly for Him.

Isa 8:18 Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has given me are for signs and wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion.”
In verse 16 he took steps to preserve his testimony until it should be fulfilled.  He knows that God is sovereign and that what He has been told will be fulfilled.  Many believe that these three verses indicate that Isaiah would cease from his public prophecy for a while and mainly be with his disciples, perhaps until the overthrow of Rezin and Pekah, which would validate many of his prophecies.  In verse 17 he states that he would wait for the Lord and even eagerly look for Him since the Lord has hidden Himself from the people of Jacob.  In verse 18 he and his children would serve as silent messengers and only those who had eyes to see and ears to hear would understand the signs and wonders.  He again uses the covenant name Israel to refer to all of these chosen people of God.  He is probably referring to the names God told him to call his two children Shear-jashub and Maher-shalal-hash-baz.  
Isa 8:19 “And when they say to you, "Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter," should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living?

Isa 8:20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn.

Isa 8:21 And they will pass through the land hard-pressed and famished, and it will turn out that when they are hungry, they will be enraged and curse their king and their God as they face upward.

Isa 8:22 Then they will look to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they will be driven away into darkness.”
In verses 19-22 they will look to wizards instead of to God but such advice will be useless.  These people advised Isaiah to speak not to God but to the mediums and spiritists!  A devout Jew would have referred to the mediums as ventriloquists, which shows what they thought about the true source of the “whispering” and “mutterings” attributed to the way the dead spoke through them.  The law and the testimony of God’s prophets are the only true sources of understanding.  How fascinating that Isaiah said that they had no dawn!  John gave us a similar statement:
John 1:4 “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

John 1:5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”

Paul also told us in Rom 1:18-32 that the reality of God has always been proclaimed for all to see if they had eyes to see.  Those who refuse to see are damning themselves to only darkness.  Without the true food of God they will remain famished and go through life with no hope and only despair.  Finally they will even look up to the sky and curse God as well as their king for their plight.  Isn’t it remarkable that people will curse a god that they refuse to admit exists!  After looking upward and not finding relief they will look to their land and again see nothing of help.  These verses are picturing a people who have rejected God and now have absolutely no hope for the future.  They are facing a black hole and will be swallowed up by it.  

Chapter Nine

Isa 9:1 “But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.

Isa 9:2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them.

Isa 9:3 Thou shalt multiply the nation, Thou shalt increase their gladness; They will be glad in Thy presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil.

Isa 9:4 For Thou shalt break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian.

Isa 9:5 For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire.”
In verses 1-5 we read that a great day is coming!  Because of the grace of God, He will restore the land and bring real light to His people.  The attacks and the restoration are all originated by Him for His glory and for the restoration of His people.  The reference to Zebulun and Naphtali is regarding the invasion and occupation of northern portions of Israel by Tiglathpileser III of Assyria in 733/732 BC.  Cleansing is needed before newness arrives.  It is His grace that brings the light to the very region that first would feel the brunt of the fury of Assyria: the area around the Sea of Galilee.  
The name “Galilee of the Gentiles” received its name because this was the area in which Israel usually interacted with the other nations.  In 735 BC this area will receive an even greater mixing as it is the first inhabitants of Israel taken away by Tiglathpileser to Mesopotamia and new inhabitants brought in from that area.  It was during this time that Israel should have begun to realize that they were only tenants on a land owned by God.  We see from this section that Isaiah is referring to the entire land of Israel and not just the southern kingdom for all the land was involved in its revolution against God.  All Israel would be punished and be involved in restoration.  

In this section Isaiah is not discussing the foreshadowing as indicated by the names Shear-jashub and Maher-shalal-hash-baz.  He is now discussing the child who will initiate the new kingdom for the redemption of man.  These events are far in the future for Isaiah but, as a true prophet, he expresses his verbs in perfect tense to indicate that they have already occurred since God will make them occur.  The true light will be seen and will shine upon them as it is not of their origin.  God is often described as light:
1John 1:5 “And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.”

Isa 42:16 “And I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, In paths they do not know I will guide them. I will make darkness into light before them And rugged places into plains. These are the things I will do, And I will not leave them undone.”
Solely by them, only darkness is formed.  God will bring true light to them.  Isaiah then talks of items that bring relief to the people as their land will be expanded, their crops increased, and their numbers increased.  However it is critical that they understand that their new gladness is caused by Sovereign God and not as a result of their actions or even their sins for God is merciful to those He has chosen.  The oppression is both physical and spiritual and both will be removed in the new kingdom.  At the time of Jesus the Jews were looking only for removal of their physical/political oppression but that was not what He was introducing at that time.  Jesus was introducing true spiritual relief and the remaining relief comes with the new kingdom.  

The Assyrian yoke will be replaced with another yoke but it will be easy:
Matt 11:29 “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.

Matt 11:30 For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.”

In verse four, Isaiah brings to mind a previous event as described in Judges 6,7 about a past event where God used apparent weakness to bring deliverance.  It helps in future prophecy to bring to mind similar past events for the people.  Isaiah is looking forward to deliverance not in the form of ordinary human warfare for we have already seen in our history how Christian armies can be an abomination.  At this time the boots and bloodied cloaks will all be burned.  
Psa 46:9 “He makes wars to cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariots with fire.

Psa 46:10 "Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."

Psa 46:11 The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold. Selah.”

Maranatha!
Isa 9:6 “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

Isa 9:7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.”
In verses 6-7 we truly read the Good News!  We see the third in a sequence of verses all starting with the word “for”.  With that word as an introduction we know that what follows is God’s solution.  He is not called a king in these verses although He certainly will be the King.  Some think that Isaiah does not use the title here as a slap at the earthly kings of whom He is of no comparison.  He is called a child in this passage to indicate His human/God nature as only in this nature could He take upon Him the sins of His people.  He will exemplify true wisdom in that: in weakness is strength, in surrender is victory, and in death is life.  He will be in charge of the government and then we see four wonderful names for this King.  

We read of Jesus as the Wonderful Counselor as He will have a ministry of miracles and only God can be the true counselor for humanity.  We read of Him as Mighty God or literally “hero God” with irresistible power.
Mic 5:4 “And He will arise and shepherd His flock In the strength of the Lord, In the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they will remain, Because at that time He will be great To the ends of the earth.”

He is also referred to as Everlasting Father as Jesus is one with the Father and has the power to grant everlasting life.

John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'?

John 17:22 "And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one;

Jesus is also referred to as Prince of Peace as He will bring about the restoration of all the potential that God had originally planned (Gen 3:14-24).  Following are other verses telling of the wonderful benefits awaiting man because of the grace of God.
John 14:1 "Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.

John 14:2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.

John 14:3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

John 14:27 "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

John 14:28 "You heard that I said to you, 'I go away, and I will come to you.' If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I.

John 14:29 "And now I have told you before it comes to pass, that when it comes to pass, you may believe.

John 14:30 "I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me;

John 14:31 but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go from here.

Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,

In verse seven we see also references to topics discussed in the following:

Jer 23:5  "Behold, the days are coming," declares the Lord, "When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land.

Ezek 37:24 "And My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; and they will walk in My ordinances, and keep My statutes, and observe them.

Ezek 37:25 "And they shall live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and their sons, and their sons' sons, forever; and David My servant shall be their prince forever.

Rev 20:1 And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.

Rev 20:2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,

Rev 20:3 and threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.

Rev 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Rev 20:5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.

Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

And finally we should read Rev 20:7-22:21.

In verse seven we read of the clear eschatology in mind by Isaiah as there will be no end to the coming peace.  Of course only the zeal of God can accomplish all this wonderful future still awaiting all of His children.  The word “jealousy” used here does not have the negative connotations we might give it but means a concern for the wellbeing of some other person and a willingness to do anything to achieve that good (Rom 8:28).
Amen

Man’s Choice
Gen 3:14 And the Lord God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly shall you go, And dust shall you eat All the days of your life;

Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel. "

Gen 3:16 To the woman He said, "I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you shall bring forth children; Yet your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you."

Gen 3:17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.

Gen 3:18 "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you shall eat the plants of the field;

Gen 3:19 By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return. "

Gen 3:20 Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all the living.

Gen 3:21 And the Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.

Gen 3:22 Then the Lord God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"--

Gen 3:23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken.

Gen 3:24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim, and the flaming sword which turned every direction, to guard the way to the tree of life.
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