Isaiah
Lesson 7

Chapters 58, 59, 60

CHAPTER 58

In this chapter God is condemning hypocritical fasting and He speaks of unanswered prayer (verse 4).
Isa 58:1 "Cry loudly, do not hold back; Raise your voice like a trumpet, And declare to My people their transgression, And to the house of Jacob their sins.

Isa 58:2 "Yet they seek Me day by day, and delight to know My ways, As a nation that has done righteousness, And has not forsaken the ordinance of their God. They ask Me for just decisions, They delight in the nearness of God.

God now tells Isaiah to shout as loud as he can the sins of God’s people.  Verse two begins with “yet” so we know that the meaning is that God is further insulted that they pretend to seek God in a righteous manner.  Verse one declares who they really are and verse two shows what they pretend to be.  God initiated the formal aspects of worship of Him to mirror the inward submission and love for Him that the people would feel.  They should be obeying the formality of their religion out of their devotion to Him and their desire to please Him and give Him the glory He deserves.  Similarly today true Christians should still observe the commands of Jesus because we love Him and not out of any attitude of earning our salvation. 
John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him."

The Law says much about actions but nothing about love for others.  The Pharisees showed their heart when they tithed everything but put a widow out on the street (Matt 23:23, Luke 20:47). The new commandment given us by Jesus amplifies this love so that when we have that love we will spontaneously have the actions of the Law.

John 13:34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

Isa 58:3 'Why have we fasted and Thou dost not see? Why have we humbled ourselves and Thou dost not notice?' Behold, on the day of your fast you find your desire, And drive hard all your workers.

Isa 58:4 "Behold, you fast for contention and strife and to strike with a wicked fist. You do not fast like you do today to make your voice heard on high.

Isa 58:5 "Is it a fast like this which I choose, a day for a man to humble himself? Is it for bowing one's head like a reed, And for spreading out sackcloth and ashes as a bed? Will you call this a fast, even an acceptable day to the Lord?

They hypocritically fast as they are trying to get their own way with the minimal effort involved in worship.  This sounds familiar!  They deprive themselves of some food to seek favors from God rather than fasting out of their submissive love of God.  This attitude is similar to that of the movements in churches today when people are told that they cannot out give God.  People are told to give and God will give back ten-fold!  Such an attitude was condemned by God 800 years before the coming of Christ so pastors today who tell such lies are false teachers.  To properly worship God we must be freed of our selfish desires so that we may receive what God offers to His children.  Only one fast day is ordered in the Torah (Lev 16:29, the Day of Atonement) but many other special fasts were held for special events (Judg 20:26; 1 Sam 7:6; 31:13; 2 Sam 12:21-21; 1 King 21:27; Ezra 8:23; Neh 1:4; Est 4:16).

They fasted for contention and strife probably indicates that they proudly portrayed their fasting to make themselves look better than others and to lift themselves up.  They made their workers work hard so that the work they should have done would be accomplished.  All of their fasting was self-serving.  Verse four tells us that their voices are not heard by God because of their improper fasting.  Verse five tells them that God does not desire only an external legalistic fasting and in fact He hates such as told earlier:
Isa 1:11 "What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?" Says the Lord. "I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams, And the fat of fed cattle. And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats.

The externals such as letting others see our bowed head in hypocritical humbleness and putting ourselves in a public position on sackcloth and ashes is only lifting up ourselves and is condemned.  I remember a time when an outside speaker came to a revival meeting and told everyone that he was fasting and that he was weak so we should pardon him if he made some speaking errors or had to rest.  He received all of his rewards from the people there who also did not understand true fasting.  

Isa 58:6 "Is this not the fast which I choose, To loosen the bonds of wickedness, To undo the bands of the yoke, And to let the oppressed go free, And break every yoke?

Isa 58:7 "Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry, And bring the homeless poor into the house; When you see the naked, to cover him; And not to hide yourself from your own flesh?

In verses 6-12 we read of the proper description of the fast from God’s perspective.  God begins His revelation of the purpose of the fast in verse 6.  Fasting should be done for the oppressed, the needy, and the helpless and not for the needs of the person fasting.  The denial of food should lead to an attitude of helping others who do not have all that the person fasting has.  Self-denial must result in helping others or else the purpose of the fast is nullified.  Nobody else needs to know that we are fasting unless they observe that we are more involved in helping others than we had been practicing.  Feeling a bit hungry should provide us with the impetus to help those who are hungry all the time, to help find a home for the homeless, and to provide needed clothes for those without such.  The last sentence means that we should identify with other human beings in their needs.  
Isa 58:8 "Then your light will break out like the dawn, And your recovery will speedily spring forth; And your righteousness will go before you; The glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.

Isa 58:9 "Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; You will cry, and He will say, 'Here I am.' If you remove the yoke from your midst, The pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,

When we fast properly the light of the Lord will be seen by all.  The recovery of us from our sin nature will be hastened and our righteousness from the Lord will be known by others.  The proper attitude about our service of the Lord will result in the Lord “covering our six”.  There will be no need to fear anyone stabbing us in the back for the true righteousness of the Lord will surround us and protect us from lasting damage.  False charges may temporarily damage us but God will provide healing when our attitude of worship and service is correct.  Note in 2 Corinthians how Paul was accused by false teachers of many wrongful acts but such attacks did no lasting damage to Paul or his ministry.  True practice of obedience will result in our prayers being answered.  God will be abundantly present to those who properly worship Him.  The last sentence of verse 9 refers to our removing of the attitudes of self-righteousness from those around us.  People are yoked to their oppression of others to lift up themselves.  They point fingers at how unrighteous and unworthy some people are and they speak evil of those so to lift up themselves.  We should lovingly help those so caught up on self-adulation so that they will then properly serve and worship God.  
Isa 58:10 And if you give yourself to the hungry, And satisfy the desire of the afflicted, Then your light will rise in darkness, And your gloom will become like midday.

Isa 58:11 "And the Lord will continually guide you, And satisfy your desire in scorched places, And give strength to your bones; And you will be like a watered garden, And like a spring of water whose waters do not fail.

Rather than focusing on making ourselves hungry we should be focused on helping those who are hungry.  We should be helping those afflicted unworthily such as those under a cruel regime.  When our focus is on pleasing the Lord in our service rather then lifting up ourselves then he states again that the true light of the Lord will permeate the darkness of the world and rather than portraying a gloom of fasting we will be seen as the bright light of midday because of our service to the Lord.  Furthermore, when our religious actions are a reflection of a true heart for the Lord we are promised continual guidance in our endeavors.  When our heart is focused on God our desires will be those that He has for us rather than what our flesh may desire.  The scorched places in our life may be those spiritual and physical places where the spiritual water of the Lord has been absent but a proper attitude toward Him will result in the “watering” of those places.  We should all be able to identify dry places in our life that only God can properly water.  The strength to our bones also refers to our attitude in life toward worldly problems and attacks as noticed by Job:
Job 4:13 "Amid disquieting thoughts from the visions of the night, When deep sleep falls on men,

Job 4:14 Dread came upon me, and trembling, And made all my bones shake.

In our uncertain economic times do any of us have trembling bones rather than a peaceful rest on the Lord?  True service and worship of the Lord will result in “calm, strong bones”.  A well-watered garden does not show the ravages of external droughts but rather brings forth strong green foliage and beautiful flowers for others to enjoy.  
John 4:13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again;

John 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life. "

When our attitude of love, service, and worship of God is present in our inner being there will be a constant flow of the healing water of the Lord in our life for our benefit and the benefit of those around us.  A peaceful spirit always aids in the healing of the physical body.  But even if physical healing does not occur the inner peace will be available for the benefit of us and those around us.  
Isa 58:12 "And those from among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; You will raise up the age-old foundations; And you will be called the repairer of the breach, The restorer of the streets in which to dwell.

God does not promise a lack of destruction but that a remnant will survive and some of Israel will be involved in the rebuilding of the nation.  We saw earlier (Isa 45:13) that Cyrus would rebuild the city but that is also temporary.  We can still see the ruins in Israel that resulted from their sins and here He promises a later rebuilding that will involve some of the descendants of the people in the time of Isaiah.  The same promise is seen in the writing of Amos:

Amos 9:11 "In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, And wall up its breaches; I will also raise up its ruins, And rebuild it as in the days of old;

Amos 9:12 That they may possess the remnant of Edom And all the nations who are called by My name, "Declares the Lord who does this.

In a present application, our lives are sometimes damaged by our sins and God will help us to rebuild those areas.  God could do it by Himself but He always works through people to accomplish His goals.  When we identify areas of our life that have been damaged by our sins we should bring them before the Lord and ask that He help rebuild them for His glory.  A breach is an opening or gap in a dike or fortification.  In legal terms it is a breaking of a law or some legal obligation.  It seems to me that here it could refer to both meanings.  The break in obedience to God certainly resulted in there being physical gaps in their fortifications so that enemies could invade the cities.  These people could then be seen as those who would regain the obedience to the Lord by the people and make the city safer from enemies.  Restoring of the streets would then also make the city habitable.  
Isa 58:13 "If because of the sabbath, you turn your foot From doing your own pleasure on My holy day, And call the sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord honorable, And shall honor it, desisting from your own ways, From seeking your own pleasure, And speaking your own word,

Isa 58:14 Then you will take delight in the Lord, And I will make you ride on the heights of the earth; And I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. "

God now turns to another religious ceremony that can be practiced legalistically as can fasting.  If we practice these religious ceremonies to try to obtain favor with God then our hearts are not right.  The Sabbath was given to the Jews as a day of rest from their labors:
Exodus 31:13 "But as for you, speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 'You shall surely observe My sabbaths; for this is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the Lord who sanctifies you.

Exodus 31:14 'Therefore you are to observe the sabbath, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people.

Exodus 31:15 'For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a sabbath of complete rest, holy to the Lord; whoever does any work on the sabbath day shall surely be put to death.

Exodus 31:16 'So the sons of Israel shall observe the sabbath, to celebrate the sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant.'

Exodus 31:17 "It is a sign between Me and the sons of Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, but on the seventh day He ceased from labor, and was refreshed."

They were not to leave their homes on that Sabbath day (Ex 16:29).

The discussion of Isaiah is similar to that pertaining to fasting.  The focus is away from self and toward a love of God.  Just as people could be making a show of fasting, they could also be making a show of observing the Sabbath and such reveals a hard heart.  The Sabbath is just for the Jews and belongs to the Law.  One should never call Sunday the Sabbath or the Christian Sabbath.  For the Christian, Sunday is the Lord’s Day and is representative of grace.  
When the Jews kept the Sabbath as intended they would then take delight in the Lord.  The fasting and the keeping of the Sabbath will be a time of great joy and not a burden.  God will then give them the joy of His presence and His blessings.  

CHAPTER 59

In this chapter God is condemning injustice and He speaks of unanswered prayers (verses 1, 2).  

Isa 59:1 Behold, the Lord's hand is not so short That it cannot save; Neither is His ear so dull That it cannot hear.

Isa 59:2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.

As at the beginning of chapter 58 the people were wondering why God was not answering them.  The reason is not in God’s corner!  God’s “hand” is not too short to reach from heaven to them and He has no hearing problem.  The reason for the quiet from God’s corner is that the sins of the people have separated them from Him.  He cannot look upon them so He cannot hear their requests.  The same explanation is given by Jeremiah:

Jer 5:25 'Your iniquities have turned these away, And your sins have withheld good from you.

Habakkuk also makes note about God’s relationship to evil:

Hab 1:13a Thine eyes are too pure to approve evil, And Thou canst not look on wickedness with favor. 

Isa 59:3 For your hands are defiled with blood, And your fingers with iniquity; Your lips have spoken falsehood, Your tongue mutters wickedness.

Isa 59:4 No one sues righteously and no one pleads honestly. They trust in confusion, and speak lies; They conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.

Isaiah now gets very specific about the sins of the people.  By using body parts to illustrate their sins he is leaving no room for them to “pass the buck”.  They are individually responsible for the sins that separate them from God.  Their hands were indeed bloody for they had even offered their children to demons:
Psa 106:37 They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons,

Psa 106:38 And shed innocent blood, The blood of their sons and their daughters, Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; And the land was polluted with the blood.

The suing and the pleading are in reference to both sides in a legal involvement as neither side is behaving honestly.  They outright lie and they allow confusion to shield their lies.  The conceiving and “bringing forth” refer to the birthing process.  The initial actions are done in mischief and the result of the birth is iniquity.  

Isa 59:5 They hatch adders' eggs and weave the spider's web; He who eats of their eggs dies, And from that which is crushed a snake breaks forth.

Isa 59:6 Their webs will not become clothing, Nor will they cover themselves with their works; Their works are works of iniquity, And an act of violence is in their hands.

Mankind’s evil actions can only bring forth evil.  This type of society promises much but delivers little but ultimate death.  Its evil actions act as a trap to involve others much like the spider’s web traps victims.  They are not even able to conceal their evil actions with their works.  Iniquity and violence interpret to mean that what is right is twisted to be what the individual wants and any means of obtaining it is accepted.  The evil heart will only produce evil unless God acts to change the heart.  
Matt 15:19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

Mark 7:21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,

Isa 59:7 Their feet run to evil, And they hasten to shed innocent blood; Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; Devastation and destruction are in their highways.

Isa 59:8 They do not know the way of peace, And there is no justice in their tracks; They have made their paths crooked; Whoever treads on them does not know peace.

Walking generally refers to the path of life but these people run to evil.  They love the darkness so much that they cannot restrain themselves.  They are quick to shed innocent blood whether it is by means of gossip or actual bloodshed.  Their evil thoughts are reminiscent of the times of Noah.  The highways of the righteous are peace and redemption:
Isa 19:23 In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians will come into Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians.

 But the highway of the evil contains discord and distress (Isa 59:7).  In the paths of these people there will be no justice because they have made their paths crooked.  Anyone who walks on the highways of these evil people will not know any peace.  
Isa 59:9 Therefore, justice is far from us, And righteousness does not overtake us; We hope for light, but behold, darkness; For brightness, but we walk in gloom.

Isa 59:10 We grope along the wall like blind men, We grope like those who have no eyes; We stumble at midday as in the twilight, Among those who are vigorous we are like dead men.

Isa 59:11 All of us growl like bears, And moan sadly like doves; We hope for justice, but there is none, For salvation, but it is far from us.

The people now are lamenting their condition.  There are consequences for evil and the people lament those experiences.  The justice of the Lord does not come to help them and His righteousness does not come to their aid.  Hoping for light, while practicing sin is hopeless.  Instead of the light that they would like to have they have only darkness.  Salvation only comes along the path prescribed by the Lord and their paths will not be brightened as long as they ignore the path shown by Him.  Blind men try to feel their way along a wall and those with no eyes grope widely about for something to give them direction to travel.  They have ignored the path of the Lord so they have no source of direction in their lives (Psa 119:105).  The sun may provide light for awhile but those choosing spiritual darkness will not even be able to use the natural sun for direction.  Dead men can do nothing and they are now realizing that they are as helpless as the dead.  They are receiving the curses promised by God:
Deut 28:15 "But it shall come about, if you will not obey the Lord your God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you.

Deut 28:16 "Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country.

Deut 28:17 "Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

Deut 28:18 "Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock.

Deut 28:19 "Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

Deut 28:28 "The Lord will smite you with madness and with blindness and with bewilderment of heart;
Deut 28:29 and you shall grope at noon, as the blind man gropes in darkness, and you shall not prosper in your ways; but you shall only be oppressed and robbed continually, with none to save you.

They may growl like a bear but they have the strength of doves.  Justice and salvation will not come to them because they have rejected its source.  

Isa 59:12 For our transgressions are multiplied before Thee, And our sins testify against us; For our transgressions are with us, And we know our iniquities:

Isa 59:13 Transgressing and denying the Lord, And turning away from our God, Speaking oppression and revolt, Conceiving in and uttering from the heart lying words.

Isa 59:14 And justice is turned back, And righteousness stands far away; For truth has stumbled in the street, And uprightness cannot enter.

Isa 59:15 Yes, truth is lacking; And he who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey.  Now the Lord saw, And it was displeasing in His sight that there was no justice.

The people are now confessing their sinful condition.  When we ignore our sin or try to explain it away there will be no assistance from God.  The way to turn around our walk (repent) is to admit our sins and then receive the grace from God for forgiveness.  
1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Psa 51:3 For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me.

Psa 51:4 Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, And done what is evil in Thy sight, So that Thou art justified when Thou dost speak, And blameless when Thou dost judge.

Verse 13 shows the depth of their understanding of their sins.  They have transgressed and denied God.  They have turned away from Him, spoken oppression and revolt against Him and they have conceived and spoken lying words from their heart.  They thus recognize that their hearts are evil.  Verse 14 shows also that they understand why there is no justice and righteousness for them since they are the cause of the separation between them and God.  Verse 15 says that if a person does not choose truth and justice from the Lord even if he then turns from evil he will be taken advantage of by the evil people.  A mobster does not escape from fellow mobsters just by stopping to be complicit with them. 
The only hope for the world is that the Lord does see the evil and that He desires justice.  One day that justice will come.  
Isa 59:16 And He saw that there was no man, And was astonished that there was no one to intercede; Then His own arm brought salvation to Him; And His righteousness upheld Him.

Isa 59:17 And He put on righteousness like a breastplate, And a helmet of salvation on His head; And He put on garments of vengeance for clothing, And wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle.

Isa 59:18 According to their deeds, so He will repay, Wrath to His adversaries, recompense to His enemies; To the coastlands He will make recompense.

These verses are very comforting to us today and in every day that people live before the second coming of the Lord.  God will look and see that there is nobody seeking Him and that there was nobody present to intercede.  God then used His own arm to bring salvation to Him and that means that He would take the death rightly due others so that salvation could come.  Verse 17 is reminiscent of Paul’s call to arms:
Eph 6:13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

Eph 6:14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Eph 6:15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

Eph 6:16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one.

Eph 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

There is no offensive weapon so it seems we are being told that God’s arm is all the offensive means needed.  Verse 18 is very comforting as true justice will prevail.  

Isa 59:19 So they will fear the name of the Lord from the west And His glory from the rising of the sun, For He will come like a rushing stream, Which the wind of the Lord drives.

Isa 59:20 "And a Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob," declares the Lord.

Isa 59:21 "And as for Me, this is My covenant with them," says the Lord: "My Spirit which is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring's offspring," says the Lord, "from now and forever."
We all pray for this day to come.  Paul seemed to be having the same hope:
Rom 11:25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles has come in;

Rom 11:26 and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob."

Note that the Redeemer will only come to Zion to those who turn toward the Lord.  Paul seems also to have anticipated the fulfillment of verse 21 in part of his message to the Galatians:
Gal 4:4 But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

Gal 4:5 in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

Gal 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"

Gal 4:7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

God promises that His Word will never depart from the mouths of His original chosen people.  We can depend upon this covenant and pray for its fulfillment.  Despite the constant sin and apostasy of His people the Lord remains faithful; the promises will be fulfilled, and the Redeemer will come bringing rich gifts, even His Spirit and Word; and these will abide with His Church forever. To God alone be all the glory.
CHAPTER 60

This chapter discusses the future glory of Zion, which is the reflection of His glory.  

Isa 60:1 "Arise, shine; for your light has come, And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

Isa 60:2 "For behold, darkness will cover the earth, And deep darkness the peoples; But the Lord will rise upon you, And His glory will appear upon you.

Isa 60:3 "And nations will come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising.

Even though they have been in sin and have recognized and confessed their sins, God now tells them to rise out of the dust because He has come with His light (reminiscent of John 1).  This is a wondrous day depicted when the glory of the Lord will be upon Jerusalem even though darkness will be over all the rest of the earth.  Mankind will be in great darkness but the Lord will be upon His people so that His glory will be seen upon them by the rest of the world.  Because they recognize that the source of the light on these people is not natural they will come to that light.  Certainly the nations have come to the Light of Jesus Christ ever since He came upon the land and will continue to do so until He comes again.  
Isa 60:4 "Lift up your eyes round about, and see; They all gather together, they come to you. Your sons will come from afar, And your daughters will be carried in the arms.

Isa 60:5 "Then you will see and be radiant, And your heart will thrill and rejoice; Because the abundance of the sea will be turned to you, The wealth of the nations will come to you.

It seems that we must view these verses in terms of the nation Israel and the Church whose members are also sons of Abraham (Gal 3:7; 3:28; Heb 2:16; Rom 9:8).  With the coming of Christ there was the influx of people from other nations.  In the end God will raise Israel itself to fulfill promises made to it and to the Church.  We have been blessed to see many Jews return to their land in our lifetime and more will come later.  The reference to abundance from the sea is probably to the Phoenician trading centers bringing wealth from the far west.  

Isa 60:6 "A multitude of camels will cover you, The young camels of Midian and Ephah; All those from Sheba will come; They will bring gold and frankincense, And will bear good news of the praises of the Lord.

Isa 60:7 "All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered together to you, The rams of Nebaioth will minister to you; They will go up with acceptance on My altar, And I shall glorify My glorious house.

Isa 60:8 "Who are these who fly like a cloud, And like the doves to their lattices?

Isa 60:9 "Surely the coastlands will wait for Me; And the ships of Tarshish will come first, To bring your sons from afar, Their silver and their gold with them, For the name of the Lord your God, And for the Holy One of Israel because He has glorified you.

The prophet’s mind then turns to the wealth of the southeast and the Arabian caravans that would bring riches to the land.  Ephah was the son of Midian (Gen 25:4) and the nephew of the father of Sheba, which is a district in Arabia that may probably be identified with what is today known as Yemen.  At the birth of Jesus the wise men brought gifts (Matt 2:11).  Kedar was the second son of Ishmael (Gen. 25:13), whose descendants lived in the desert between Syria and Mesopotamia. Nebaioth is mentioned only here and in Genesis 25:13; 28:9 and 1 Chronicles 1:29, and always in connection with Kedar or the descendants of Ishmael.  Thus an offering from descendents of God’s chosen people and from the Gentiles who accepted Christ will glorify His house with their gifts.  Verse eight is poetic talk as Isaiah sees many people coming to the Lord from many different places.  The whole world will know that the Lord God is the Holy One of Israel!  
Isa 60:10 "And foreigners will build up your walls, And their kings will minister to you; For in My wrath I struck you, And in My favor I have had compassion on you.

Isa 60:11 "And your gates will be open continually; They will not be closed day or night, So that men may bring to you the wealth of the nations, With their kings led in procession.

Isa 60:12 "For the nation and the kingdom which will not serve you will perish, And the nations will be utterly ruined.

Isa 60:13 "The glory of Lebanon will come to you, The juniper, the box tree, and the cypress together, To beautify the place of My sanctuary; And I shall make the place of My feet glorious.

Isa 60:14 "And the sons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you, And all those who despised you will bow themselves at the soles of your feet; And they will call you the city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Previously Israel had been the subject of attacks by many different nations but in this time period the nations will serve her and build the walls.  God both struck them and then had compassion on them.  God never deserts His people but He will discipline them.  This cannot just be the time period when Persia helped rebuild the walls for that was incomplete and certainly did not result in a time of great peace for them.  We are then looking at a time still in our future.  The prophecy is not speaking of the literal rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls, but of the building up of God’s kingdom through the inclusion of Gentiles.  Surely these verses are mirrored in Revelation:
Rev 21:25 And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed;

Rev 21:26 and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it;

Verse 12 also cannot refer to any time prior to Christ for there was no time of destruction of all nations that did not serve Israel.  Thus we are looking at a depiction of the end time of the establishment of the final kingdom on earth as described in the 21st chapter of Revelation.  Those who do not serve God will be destroyed.  This city is the “Zion of the Holy One of Israel” and thus is the place where righteousness reigns and so is much more than just a Jewish state.  The possessions of others will glorify the area because the giving is truly dedicated to the Lord.  The Temple is often referred to as the footstool of the Lord:
1Chron 28:2 Then King David rose to his feet and said, "Listen to me, my brethren and my people; I had intended to build a permanent home for the ark of the covenant of the Lord and for the footstool of our God. So I had made preparations to build it.

Some commentators then think the bringing in of the trees of Lebanon is for the rebuilding of the Temple.  Verse 14 tells us that the relatives of those who oppressed Israel will not be punished but will be converted to true God worship and will bow down and declare the city to be the Holy City of God.  

Isa 60:15 "Whereas you have been forsaken and hated With no one passing through, I will make you an everlasting pride, A joy from generation to generation.

Isa 60:16 "You will also suck the milk of nations, And will suck the breast of kings; Then you will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

God now sums up the past experiences with the future experience to come to them.  God is going to make them a joy forever.  Calvin remarks: “… The Prophet does not speak of a few years or a short period, but embraces the whole course of redemption, from the end of the captivity to the preaching of the Gospel, and finally, down to the end of the reign of Christ.”  The milk reference is to lifeblood that will be brought to them by nations and even from the rulers of the nations.  When all of this comes to pass there will be no doubt that God is the Lord, Savior, Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob!  

Isa 60:17 "Instead of bronze I will bring gold, And instead of iron I will bring silver, And instead of wood, bronze, And instead of stones, iron. And I will make peace your administrators, And righteousness your overseers.

Isa 60:18 "Violence will not be heard again in your land, Nor devastation or destruction within your borders; But you will call your walls salvation, and your gates praise.

Isa 60:19 "No longer will you have the sun for light by day, Nor for brightness will the moon give you light; But you will have the Lord for an everlasting light, And your God for your glory.

Isa 60:20 "Your sun will set no more, Neither will your moon wane; For you will have the Lord for an everlasting light, And the days of your mourning will be finished.

Isa 60:21 "Then all your people will be righteous; They will possess the land forever, The branch of My planting, The work of My hands, That I may be glorified.

Isa 60:22 "The smallest one will become a clan, And the least one a mighty nation. I, the Lord, will hasten it in its time."

God now declares in some detail how He is going to glorify Zion.  The rudimentary building blocks will be replaced with the more precious ones and peace and righteousness will be the administrators meaning that no mortals are needed to enforce such.  There will be no violence in the land at all.  The walls will declare that inside is only peace and the ruling (gates) will only offer praise to the Lord rather than having to rule on various matters involving disagreements and violence.  There will be no need for light from the sun or reflected light from the moon for God will be the source of light.  Obviously this era began with the first advent of Jesus Christ but it is not complete until He comes again with the final earth and heavens.  He is not saying that there will not be a sun but that the true light of God will serve to illuminate all with truth.  Saying that the sun will no longer set and the moon no longer wane is just saying that there will never again be any ruling darkness.  The light of the Lord will be constant and there will no longer be any mourning.  Inheritance of the land is a symbol of the future spiritual blessings that come to man through Christ and is not meant to infer that God’s people will only live in Palestine.  The Church will be purified and all of God’s children will be the work of His hands and for His glory.  Verse 22 declares that the number of God’s children will be great and that He will make it happen quickly when His time comes for it to occur.  
Gal 4:4 But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

Just as people have come streaming to Christ for the past 2000 years they will continue to come to Him until God causes Him to come again with the end of mourning and the beginning of eternity with Him as King.  
