Isaiah Commentary
Chapters 42, 43, 44
CHAPTER 42

God’s Presentation of Isaiah

Isa 42:1 "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.

Isa 42:2 "He will not cry out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street.

Isa 42:3 "A bruised reed He will not break, And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice.

Isa 42:4 "He will not be disheartened or crushed, Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law."

The word “behold” of 42:29 related to the uselessness of idols.  This second “behold” contrasts the uselessness of idols to the function of the servant.  We saw in 41:8 that Israel was identified as God’s servant but this situation is very different.  The Servant’s work is spiritual.  The Servant is a Messianic promise that was repeated by Jesus as recorded by Matthew:
Matt 12:15 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed Him, and He healed them all,

Matt 12:16 and warned them not to make Him known,

Matt 12:17 in order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, might be fulfilled, saying,

Matt 12:18 "Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

Matt 12:19 "He will not quarrel, nor cry out; Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.

Matt 12:20 "A battered reed He will not break off, And a smoldering wick He will not put out, Until He leads justice to victory.

Matt 12:21 "And in His name the Gentiles will hope."

The Hebrew word for justice, mispat, does not just mean judicial propriety.  It means that the creation will be functioning as designed by God and, of course, only God acting as the Servant can accomplish such justice.  The words “upon him” means to rest upon him.  Jesus underwent baptism for the purpose of fulfilling this prophecy so that the world could see the Spirit of God coming upon Him.  

This servant will not be like the kings who proclaim their power in the streets for all to respect him as a conqueror.  Rather this servant will quietly bring about true justice.  The kingdom is very different than a worldly kingdom. Rather than breaking a bruised reed, he will repair it.  Rather than putting out a dimly glowing wick, he will bring it to more light.  We could speculate that this is in reference to Israel but there is no need to do so.  This is probably just symbolism pointing out that God’s servant will not be the normal human leader but one who can bring order out of chaos. Cyrus’s kingdom was limited in scope.  Moses’ Law was limited to Israelites.  This servant’s Law and kingdom has no barriers to nations or race.  This servant will not be thwarted by any worldly or evil spiritual powers.  He will bring about justice to the earth, meaning all the nations of the world.  It is only in this servant that the Gentiles have any hope.  
God’s Statement to Isaiah About the Servant
Isa 42:5 Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it, And spirit to those who walk in it,

Isa 42:6 "I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,

Isa 42:7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.

Isa 42:8 "I am the Lord, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.

Isa 42:9 "Behold, the former things have come to pass, Now I declare new things; Before they spring forth I proclaim them to you."

God now gives Isaiah some details of the work of the Servant.  God leaves no doubt as to His identity and thus the One bringing forth the new Servant.  There is no new creation involved here but rather an establishment of the original creation.  The Hebrew word “bara” is used for the creation of the heavens.  God created all that there is and He is the one who spread out the creation as we see it still being stretched today.  The universe is even spreading out at a higher rate than previously measured.  The word translated “stretched out” means from the perspective of the person dwelling there (phenomenological rather than noumenologically).  The universe is even expanding today at a greater rate than it ever has.  He established the earth and all that live on it.  He is the one who gave breath to the people and gave them a spirit.  The words used for breath and spirit are synonymous and deserve no distinction.   Only this true God can give to the Servant the ability to bring about true justice.  To be called in righteousness means to be called according to a standard that is just and since God is calling this Servant the standard is the righteousness of God.  The mission will be carried out either in love and compassion or in judgment and punishment according to the judged requirement.  To be held and watched over by God is the most secure statement possible.  The Servant is set by God as a covenant to the people.  Some people have made a distinction between a covenant to Israel and a light to the Gentiles but most scholars see the words covenant and light to refer to a new covenant made with people that will provide a light to all nations.  Jesus is the light, way, and truth:

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.

The reference in verse seven is not to the return from exile and the work of Cyrus, but to the salvation of Jews and Gentiles, who were in need of the covenant and of the light. Here is prophesied the shining of the Light of the world upon those who walked in darkness. Here is seen the administration of the covenant of grace to those who lie in bondage. 

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

John 1:5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
The removal of blindness refers to the spiritual blindness caused by sin that does not allow people to see reality.  We were once all sinners in the prison of sin:

Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,

Eph 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

Verses eight and nine clarify that all of what is to come is from Yahweh, the covenant name of God.  He alone is due the glory.  Verse nine is probably the voice of Isaiah as he declares what God has told him.  The old prophecies and covenant will pass and/or be fulfilled and the new covenant will come since God has proclaimed it to be so.  Whatever God proclaims to occur is sure to happen since He alone is sovereign.  This proclamation is before any indication of what is to come and for that Isaiah sings a song.  
Isaiah’s Song of Praise
Isa 42:10 Sing to the Lord a new song, Sing His praise from the end of the earth! You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it. You islands and those who dwell on them.

Isa 42:11 Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their voices, The settlements where Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing aloud, Let them shout for joy from the tops of the mountains.

Isa 42:12 Let them give glory to the Lord, And declare His praise in the coastlands.

Isa 42:13 The Lord will go forth like a warrior, He will arouse His zeal like a man of war. He will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry. He will prevail against His enemies.
Isaiah proclaims that we are to sing a song to the Lord for what He is going to do.  We are to praise Him all over the world.  Those who sail the seas are to sing His song there to all who sail on the sea.  We are also to sing His song to all the lands away from Jerusalem and to all who dwell in those lands.  There is no need to try to identify Kedar for it probably refers just to the Bedawin who dwell in those areas.  Everyone who lives in the cities, the wilderness, or the deserts is to praise the Lord for what He is to do.  His final examples of peoples to sing praises are those who live in Sela or Petra, the rock, in Arabia and to those who live in the islands.  In verse 13 we have the reason for the praise.  At last the Seed of the Woman will bruise the serpent’s head.  Now the great battle of the ages is to take place and the times of this ignorance have passed and the fullness of time has come. God will send forth His servant to do His will in delivering His people, and this action is here represented by the prophet coming forth to battle. God the Warrior challenges the Evil One, and fights the fight that will save His own; and this He does through the work of the servant.  Here we remember another reference to a shout:

1Thess 4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.

God Speaks of His Labors for His People
Isa 42:14 "I have kept silent for a long time, I have kept still and restrained Myself. Now like a woman in labor I will groan, I will both gasp and pant.

Isa 42:15 "I will lay waste the mountains and hills, And wither all their vegetation; I will make the rivers into coastlands, And dry up the ponds.

Isa 42:16 "And I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, In paths they do not know I will guide them. I will make darkness into light before them And rugged places into plains. These are the things I will do, And I will not leave them undone."

Isa 42:17 They shall be turned back and be utterly put to shame, Who trust in idols, Who say to molten images, "You are our gods."

God declares that He has been silent for the time until the sending of His Servant.  He has watched as He chose His people and established them in His chosen land and then He watched as they departed from the theocracy to relegate Yahweh to a primitive idol.  He had to constrain Himself from rescuing them when He brought enemies against them as punishment.  It is difficult to let people endure the punishment needed for their breaking of laws.  Even when enduring tribulation and the warnings of the prophets the people still would not repent and God had to still wait.  The time has not come for God to act:
Gal 4:4 But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

There is a poetic sense in which God has been pregnant since the beginning of time with His plan that brought forth His Servant to give the new covenant through which His kingdom will be established.  At that proper time the King is born as a man and the kingdom is initiated to be fulfilled later even from my perspective.  The changes in the landscape are representative of a complete metamorphosis as what was a mountain becomes a plain, what was an island becomes water and what was water becomes land.  The blessings of the pools of water are gone.  The meaning is the creation of a new landscape as well as a new spiritual existence for man.  
In verse 16 he continues his description of a new place as the people are changed also.  God will make even the blind walk in a darkness that they do not know because He alone is Sovereign.  These are the people who refused to believe Him and had their idols.  He will even make those who opposed Him to walk according to the ways that He makes plain.  Of course God did this as He chose Babylon and Assyria to punish Israel and Judah, but here he is not referring to those nations but to those yet to come.  There will be salvation for God’s people and judgment for His enemies.  The judgment of the enemies will be so complete that they will feel shame as they are shown that their ways were totally opposite to the way of God.  Verse 17 may be an allusion to what Aaron did:
Exodus 32:3 Then all the people tore off the gold rings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron.

Exodus 32:4 And he took this from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, and made it into a molten calf; and they said, "This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt."

Isa 42:18 Hear, you deaf! And look, you blind, that you may see.

Isa 42:19 Who is blind but My servant, Or so deaf as My messenger whom I send? Who is so blind as he that is at peace with Me, Or so blind as the servant of the Lord?

Isa 42:20 You have seen many things, but you do not observe them; Your ears are open, but none hears.

Isa 42:21 The Lord was pleased for His righteousness' sake To make the law great and glorious.

Isa 42:22 But this is a people plundered and despoiled; All of them are trapped in caves, Or are hidden away in prisons; They have become a prey with none to deliver them, And a spoil, with none to say, "Give them back!"

Isaiah now addresses the people as he heaps sarcasm upon them.  He commands the blind to see and the deaf to hear but they cannot reverse their spiritual condition for such a reversal requires the grace of God to cause a rebirth.  The first question asks “who can be as blind as the nation Israel?”  God gave them the first covenant and they choose blindness instead so they were more spiritually blind than any other people.  The purpose of the four questions is to show that Israel is more blind and deaf than any other. When compared with the blindness and deafness of God’s servant, that of other nations is as nothing.  He still acknowledges the nation as my servant. But the people see not and so cannot perform the task of the servant.  The people are only at peace with God in their own blind eyes as they even believe that they are so chosen that they can do whatever they please and still be at peace with God.  The task outlined in the beginning of this chapter cannot be done by Israel as she is now described and must be performed by God’s Son.  They had been given the law, meaning all of the teachings of God through Moses and the prophets.  There was nothing wrong with the law for it showed the character of God.  With all that these people had been given, their resultant blindness and deafness was without excuse.  
Verse 22 summarizes the state of Israel as being desperate and without hope.  The picture fits the Babylonian exile but it is not limited to that state.  The total reference is to their spiritual condition.  They are plundered and despoiled spiritually by their own actions!  The caves are of their own spiritual design and they are trapped in their false understandings as they have mixed idolatry with the Law.  They are hidden in prisons also of their own making.  As modern America has redefined Christianity are they also blind, deaf, and hidden in caves and prisons?  I think our country is doffing a hole of religion that will leave them also without hope.  Certainly the Israelites are hopeless and without anyone to deliver them so they are in great need of a Deliverer.  I think that the same applies to us today.  
Isa 42:23 Who among you will give ear to this? Who will give heed and listen hereafter?

Isa 42:24 Who gave Jacob up for spoil, and Israel to plunderers? Was it not the Lord, against whom we have sinned, And in whose ways they were not willing to walk, And whose law they did not obey?

Isa 42:25 So He poured out on him the heat of His anger And the fierceness of battle; And it set him aflame all around, Yet he did not recognize it; And it burned him, but he paid no attention.

This first question is rhetorical as he has already shown that nobody can hear or see.  The final phrase indicates a time to come.  To hear, heed, and listen all together mean to act upon what they have heard and none of them is capable of responding positively.  God is in control of all things. Upon His people He can bring times of blessing and refreshment, but also suffering and punishment. If He hands them over to the robbers, there is none that can deliver but He Himself. In this action His justice is shown. When the Canaanites had so sinned that it was better for the world for them to be removed from Palestine, God gave the land to the Israelites. Likewise, when the theocracy had become so worthless that it really no longer was a theocracy, God removed it from the land of promise. Thus He gave the people over to the robbers and spoilers. This was for the good of Israel, that through the form of a servant she might learn that God had a purpose for her in the world, and that the only deliverance she could hope for could come not from herself but from God.  Isaiah describes their actions as sin.  

Here is the true explanation of the exile. It is erroneous to assert that the Babylonians, being more powerful than Judah, were finally able to destroy Jerusalem and to take the people captive. In their own strength the Babylonians could have accomplished nothing. The time had come, however, when God must punish His elect nation. Therefore, He poured out wrath upon it, which came to concrete expression in the strength of war.  

These calamities did not come by chance or accident. They were manifestations of the burning anger of the God of the covenant. The reason why Israel does not know the truth of what is happening is that she does not set her heart to consider the meaning of these events. Her thoughts are far from God and she does not look unto Him as the One who dispenses all providence. In manifold ways God had pointed out the nation’s iniquity and the nature of the coming judgment, but Israel hearkened not. Now that the punishment has come, Israel does not consider it nor understand it. This chapter thus contains a mighty contrast. It begins with the servant, who will successfully discharge his work, and concludes with the nation in the condition of servitude not yet having learned its lesson. The servant obeys and carries out His task; Israel the servant hearkens not, and knows not the meaning of the day of her humiliation.
How much does all of this apply to the USA today?
CHAPTER 43
Israel’s Redemption
Isa 43:1 But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine!

Isa 43:2 "When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you.

Isa 43:3 "For I am the Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place.

Isa 43:4 "Since you are precious in My sight, Since you are honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life.

Isa 43:5 "Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, And gather you from the west.

Isa 43:6 "I will say to the north, 'Give them up!' And to the south, 'Do not hold them back.' Bring My sons from afar, And My daughters from the ends of the earth,

Isa 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, And whom I have created for My glory, Whom I have formed, even whom I have made. "

I love to see the section start with the word “but” for it reminds me of what God did for me in spite of my spiritual condition:
Eph 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

Eph 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,

Eph 2:7 in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Israel is truly amazing.  It did not become a theocracy because they choose God nor out of a sense of obligation to God for choosing them.  Rather God created them (your Creator) and Isaiah uses the same Hebrew word for creation as used in Genesis for the creation of the world.  God created Israel out of nothing and for no present or future dependence upon them.  Israel and Jacob are the creation of God in a sense that is true of no other people. In their creation, sovereign, efficacious grace was at work.  The second word “formed” is the same as was used in Gen 2:7 for God forming man.  These words form a great comfort for what God has created man cannot destroy.  God used the two names to describe the nation.  Jacob was a deceiver and had to become an Israel so perhaps that is the reason for the order of the names.   

Since they are God’s creation, there is no need to fear.  The second reason to not fear is that God has redeemed them and called them by name.  He says that they are His!  As a sign of that deliverance there was to be the return to Palestine from exile, but the return was only a sign. The real redemption would be accomplished at a later time, when God Himself would offer up His only begotten Son.  The verb is in the perfect and yet does not refer to a past act. The redemption is yet to be accomplished. We must therefore understand the word as a perfect of certainty or a prophetic perfect. Only if the heart of this word is found in the blood of Jesus Christ can there be any meaning to the command fear not. If the reference be only to the exodus from Egypt or only to the deliverance from exile, there is no ground for the command not to fear.  The Babylonian exile was not that terrible and many preferred to stay there rather than to return to their home.  Even Daniel preferred to stay.  
Israel has the promises of much trouble but they should not fear for the redeemed will be saved even as they pass through fire.  The same concepts are contained in the eighth chapter of Romans as God’s people are not promised freedom from persecution and trials but we are promised a final redemption because of the work of Jesus Christ.  In verse three he gives the reason that they should have no fear: He is their God!  Under the Mosaic Law the Israelite redeemed his own by the payment of a price, the offering of a substitute. The thought here is that instead of Israel’s having been given up, three nations have been offered in its place. They are its substitutes. Quite likely the three are mentioned as representative of the heathen nations at large. The judgment that resulted in destruction fell not upon Israel but upon these nations. They became the vicarious compensation for Israel.  
God gives the reason for their substitutionary salvation that He loves them.  Love involves choice and exclusion.  Their redemption is not because of their works but because of the love of God.  Whether the reference is to the three countries mentioned in the preceding verse, or whether it is a general statement of the truth that men were given for Israel’s ransom, is difficult to determine. That Israel might be ransomed, and its very soul preserved alive, other nations were given up to destruction and judgment.
In verse five He reminds them to not fear.  The four cardinal points are mentioned in this and the following verse to show the totality of the dispersion. The actual exile was a symbol of the separation of His people from Himself, and the first step toward the fulfillment of the promise was in the return from exile.  The reference is to the spiritual gathering of lost sinners in Jesus Christ. All God’s people, scattered throughout the world, will one day be brought together, just as the historical Israel was brought back from Babylon and other lands of dispersion to Palestine.  The seed refers to the descendants, and this in itself shows that the reference is to something more than the Israel of that time.  That the reference is to more than the return from the exile is shown by the phrase from the ends of the earth. Both this phrase and the words from afar point to the great distance that has separated the people from their God.  

Note the inclusiveness of all of God’s chosen people and the reason for creating His people: for His glory.  The use of the same words as used in the creation of the universe indicates the permanence of the people of God.  God once created, formed, and made the world, so now He will create, form, and make His new creation, the redeemed.  The verbs are in the first person singular. It is God alone who performs the wonder of a new creation, the redemption of His elect people.  
Isa 43:8 Bring out the people who are blind, even though they have eyes, And the deaf, even though they have ears.

Isa 43:9 All the nations have gathered together In order that the peoples may be assembled. Who among them can declare this And proclaim to us the former things? Let them present their witnesses that they may be justified, Or let them hear and say, "It is true."

Isa 43:10 "You are My witnesses," declares the Lord, "And My servant whom I have chosen, In order that you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none after Me.

Isa 43:11 "I, even I, am the Lord; And there is no savior besides Me.

Isa 43:12 "It is I who have declared and saved and proclaimed, And there was no strange god among you; So you are My witnesses," declares the Lord, "And I am God.

Isa 43:13 "Even from eternity I am He; And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; I act and who can reverse it?"

The scene now shifts back to a courtroom.  Of course nobody can see thoroughly the things of God, but Israel has proven to be particularly blind spiritually even though they had physically seen many works of God.  The nations would refer to the Gentiles and they had not even had the physical scenes to help them understand God’s ways.  Now they are all asked to present evidence that they should be justified before God’s court.  They are offered the opportunity to bring forth witnesses to testify of their righteousness or to let them hear some other witnesses testify for them so that they can say “It is true.”  Rather God says that they are witnesses not for their justification but for God’s grace.  There is no nation like Israel that can testify to the grace of God.  Their history is full of the evidence of God’s mercy and long-suffering and then, out of their race, the Messiah came.  
In verse 10 he states that they were chosen.  The choice is to instruct Israel and give them the knowledge that their God is the true God. This is the purpose of Israel’s election, and during the long centuries of their history they learned somewhat of this truth; but it was only in the work of the true Israel of God, the Servant of the Lord, that the nation came to know God as He is.  The knowledge of God is the possession only of those whom God chooses. It is a fruit of the divine election and so a gift of His free grace.  Before Him there was no true God formed, nor will there be any other after Him. The word “formed” may cast some reflection upon the fact that the idols are formed by molding. The God of Israel, however, is superior to them, for He has no beginning nor ending.  God sums up this line of thought with verse 11.  At any rate, the covenant name is used with particular emphasis. It calls to mind the eternity of God, the great I AM, who revealed Himself to Moses at the burning bush. At the same time the thought of salvation is immediately introduced, just as it was also at Sinai.  Only God can offer justification for sins against His nature.  
Even though the people were idolatrous, there really was no other god among them.  Israel is a witness not only to the utter impotence of the idols but also to the truthfulness of what their God has spoken. They are a witness belonging to the Lord, whom He can produce at His will.  God choose weak vessels so that it might be obvious to the critical observer that God was the One responsible for their salvation.  All the glory goes to God!  

The thought of verse 13 is not that God will from this present time show Himself to be what He is, but that as long as time has existed He is God and has so manifested Himself.  If God takes someone in His power, then none can set him free. The second statement declares that if God does something His act cannot be frustrated.  In thermodynamics we speak of reversible situations but they are only theoretical.  In actual processes they are all irreversible.  Certainly when God has ordained something there is no way for it to be not done as He purposed.
The section 43:14 – 44:5 describes the promise of God to demonstrate to the world by the means of Israel that He is the only Savior.  John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.  There are three segments in this section: 1) 43:14-21 emphasizes that God’s claims are not just based upon the past but also on new works, 2) 43:22-28 makes clear that Israel’s works are not a basis for God’s exercise of power for Israel, 3) 44:1-5 promises that God will modify their sinful tendency by giving His Spirit so that they will identify themselves as His people.
God’s Claims are Based upon All of His Works
Isa 43:14 Thus says the Lord your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, "For your sake I have sent to Babylon, And will bring them all down as fugitives, Even the Chaldeans, into the ships in which they rejoice.

Isa 43:15 "I am the Lord, your Holy One, The Creator of Israel, your King."

Isa 43:16 Thus says the Lord, Who makes a way through the sea And a path through the mighty waters,

Isa 43:17 Who brings forth the chariot and the horse, The army and the mighty man (They will lie down together and not rise again; They have been quenched and extinguished like a wick):

Isa 43:18 "Do not call to mind the former things, Or ponder things of the past.

Isa 43:19 "Behold, I will do something new, Now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert.

Isa 43:20 "The beasts of the field will glorify Me; The jackals and the ostriches; Because I have given waters in the wilderness And rivers in the desert, To give drink to My chosen people.

Isa 43:21 "The people whom I formed for Myself, Will declare My praise.

There are two oracle statements in this section (Thus says the Lord) and that has presented some interpreters with difficulty.  The saying “have sent to Babylon” is taken to be prophetic perfect since it had not yet historically occurred.  No object of the verb send is stated, but it is generally thought that the reference is to God’s sending Cyrus to conquer the city. This reference is also possibly suggested by the phrase for your sake, inasmuch as in 45:4 the victories of Cyrus are said to be “for the sake of Jacob my servant.” The emphasis, at any rate, is not upon Cyrus but upon the action of the Lord.  Probably the word “fugitives” refers to the Babylonians and even though they thought that they were (would be!) the ones capturing the Jews, actually God was in control and He would bring them down as fugitives.  The Chaldeans would be fugitives even in their boats!  In verse 15 He reiterates that He is the true God and the creator of Israel so that He can do whatever He wills.  His statement that He is their King is true whether or not they proclaim such.  In the second oracle statement He mentions actions of His past so in these verses He brings up His past and future actions for Israel.  The word “path” is a symbol of deliverance.  All four words refer to the Egyptian army, which was drowned in the Red Sea. The word together points to the completeness of the destruction the Lord caused.  Their lying down is permanent and from it there is no arising; it is the sleep of death.  Having been quenched and extinguished is also a statement of the permanence of their destruction.  Remember from 42:3 the wick of Israel was not put out.  
In verse 18 He is telling them that what He has done for them in the past is almost inconsequential compared to what He will do for them.  In the year 2009 the Jews still ponder only those past events and do not even recognize the coming of the Messiah!  So they have not obeyed God in this command either.  In verse 19 the new thing is something God is about to perform, although it is described as now springing forth.  Isaiah is being told about something that will occur and because God has decreed it the event may be described as already here.  The work of planting has already taken place, and now the time has come in which it is sending forth shoots.  In verse 20 the animals that praise God are the inhabitants of the desert and the desert and wilderness were symbols of obstacles to deliverance.  The giving of drink is also a symbol of giving life.  Peter gives a good commentary on verse 21:
1Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Israel’s Works Are Not a Basis For God’s Exercise of Power For Israel
Isa 43:22 “Yet you have not called on Me, O Jacob; But you have become weary of Me, O Israel.

Isa 43:23 “You have not brought to Me the sheep of your burnt offerings; Nor have you honored Me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with offerings, Nor wearied you with incense.

Isa 43:24 “You have bought Me no sweet cane with money, Neither have you filled Me with the fat of your sacrifices; Rather you have burdened Me with your sins, You have wearied Me with your iniquities.

Isa 43:25 “I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.

Isa 43:26 “Put Me in remembrance; let us argue our case together, State your cause, that you may be proved right.

Isa 43:27 “Your first forefather sinned, And your spokesmen have transgressed against Me.

Isa 43:28 “So I will pollute the princes of the sanctuary; And I will consign Jacob to the ban, and Israel to revilement.

Now God returns to the courtroom scene with the accusations against them.  Even though God has shown them great mercy and proclaims how He will transform the world, the chosen people of God have not been faithful to Him.  In fact they have transgressed against Him in most ways possible.  They prayed to other gods that do not even exist rather than praying to Him.  The people did not honor God by bringing sacrifices because their reasons were not pure.  Even submission without a desire to submit is sinful.  They brought sham offerings.  By not having the proper attitude in their offerings they really were not bringing sacrifices to God.  The entire sacrificial system was not intended to be a burden, but rather a joyful offering of sacrifices in which the offerer would approach the Lord with a willing heart. Such, however, was not the service that Israel rendered.  Sweet cane was used in the making of incense required in the offering process.  “Filling me” is an unusual statement but it simply means that they did not bring joy to God with their offerings.  Rather than being made joyful the sacrifices burdened God because the manner in which they were offered was remindful of their many other sins.  
In verse 25 there is a return to the first person voice of God and by repeating the word “I”, the emphasis is that it is God who acts totally out of grace and not based upon any worthwhile actions of Israel.  Debts due God cannot just be blotted out but they must be paid for in some manner.  When God says that He does not remember our sins, He means that He will not act upon them.  God is omniscient so He does not forget as we view the action.  Except in the case of mental illness, I do not believe that humans can totally forget debts due them either.  Like God, we can choose to not act upon them.  In effect, God says “The things that you have done contrary to My law, I will not call to mind.” We know that the debts were paid for by the life and works of Jesus Christ.  
Heb 10:19 Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,
Verse 26 is extreme irony.  Israel is thus given the opportunity of bringing before the Lord any works of merit they may possess. “If,” so the thought goes, “there is any merit upon your part which I have forgotten and overlooked, cause Me now to remember it. Bring it before Me and refute the charge which I am about to make (v. 17), or which I have already made (vv. 22–24).”  They have no merit and no defense.  The identity of the first father is not without doubt.  He could mean Adam, Abraham, or Jacob.  Whoever is intended, the fact is that their beginning is tainted with sin.  All the prophets, priests, and kings who followed the founder also sinned.  The princes of the sanctuary are the temple leaders and God will declare them to not be agents of the theocracy but of a secular realm.  He will make them as their actions say they really are.  Israel will then be treated as any other secular nation that is an enemy to God and will be doomed to destruction.  Jacob will be banned from the presence of God.  In light of all of this, it is awesome that 44:1 begins with “But”.  
CHAPTER 44

God Will Send His Spirit
Isa 44:1 "But now listen, O Jacob, My servant; And Israel, whom I have chosen:

Isa 44:2 Thus says the Lord who made you And formed you from the womb, who will help you,' Do not fear, O Jacob My servant; And you Jeshurun whom I have chosen.

Isa 44:3 'For I will pour out water on the thirsty land And streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring, And My blessing on your descendants;

Isa 44:4 And they will spring up among the grass Like poplars by streams of water.'

Isa 44:5 "This one will say, 'I am the Lord's'; And that one will call on the name of Jacob; And another will write on his hand, 'Belonging to the Lord,' And will name Israel's name with honor.

Although the nation and its individual leaders have no legal case for salvation, God will act in His mercy simply because He has chosen them for His people.  The use of the name Jacob may be in reference to the former statement of the founder who sinned.  God chose Jacob as His servant and Israel as His nation and His sovereign act of choosing them means that He will save a remnant.  The nation must be punished but some will be saved.  Jeremiah must have been impressed with 44:2 as he also remarked:
Jer 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations."

God’s actions alone are the basis for salvation and that will always be true as we also have been similarly chosen before being born:

Eph 1:4a just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.

Even before Israel was born, God was forming her. Note that 44:2 is referring to the nation Israel and not to an individual.  However Jer 1:5 is referring to an individual, Jeremiah.  Translated into history, this would refer to all the period before the actual constitution of Israel as a nation. It would include the time of bondage in Egypt and also the period of the patriarchs.  The word Jeshurun is probably a place as it occurs only here and in Deuteronomy 32:15; 33:5, 26 and it similarly was blessed in growth so he is using it here in place of Israel for emphasis that whomever or whatever God chooses He can bless or curse as He chooses.  God then gives more reasons why they should not fear even though physical judgment is coming.  He promises to pour out spiritual blessings and to give His Spirit and His blessings to their descendents.  The symbolism of pouring water on dry land is reminiscent of the beatitudes as one must know that he is thirsty before he receives water.  Verse 4 is figurative language meaning that the people will grow spiritually robust as they feed upon the Word of God by the grace of God.  Using the words “this one”, “that one”, and “another” specify that He is not talking about a national confession but confessions of individuals as they proclaim the Lordship of God.  They will speak and write of their devotion to the Lord.  The last phrase may mean to entitle oneself an Israelite will be to give oneself a title of honor, for the Israelite is the one who knows the Lord.  
Isa 44:6 "Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel And his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 'I am the first and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me.

Isa 44:7 'And who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it; Yes, let him recount it to Me in order, From the time that I established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them the things that are coming And the events that are going to take place.

Isa 44:8 'Do not tremble and do not be afraid; Have I not long since announced it to you and declared it? And you are My witnesses. Is there any God besides Me, Or is there any other Rock? I know of none.' "

Verse six serves to identify the speaker as He is Lord, King of Israel, Redeemer, and Lord of hosts.  The word “hosts” includes all within the sphere of creation, and Yahweh is the Lord of all.   He is also the only One who has always existed (the first) and always will exist (the last).  He further proclaims that there is no other God.  He then issues a challenge that anyone who thinks that he is a God must state all that he has done from the choosing of Adam until the end.  He must be able to predict the future without error.  Obviously there is nobody who can do those things but God.  The very Word of God proves that He alone is God.  Since He is the Creator and the Sustainer of all, there is no need to fear what is to come in the world.  Since we know the score, we can participate in the game with no fear of its outcome.  The very existence of Israel is God’s witness of who He is.  He then asks the rhetorical questions and by using the word “Rock”, He is symbolizing His constancy and absolute resistance to all forces.  The One who is all knowing knows of no other God or Rock.  God is sovereign over all.  Here we can add:
Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Isa 44:9 Those who fashion a graven image are all of them futile, and their precious things are of no profit; even their own witnesses fail to see or know, so that they will be put to shame.

Isa 44:10 Who has fashioned a god or cast an idol to no profit?

Isa 44:11 Behold, all his companions will be put to shame, for the craftsmen themselves are mere men. Let them all assemble themselves, let them stand up, let them tremble, let them together be put to shame.

Instead of “futile”, some translations say “are unreality” and I really like that better.  The same word was used in Gen 1:2 that is translated “formless and void”.  There is only one reality and truth only comes from that reality.  Thus since the people who make idols are not real their efforts are also not true.  Those that buy the idols are spiritually blind and have no knowledge of the truth.  Therefore both the makers and the users of idols will be put to shame when the time comes that their blindness and ignorance will be exposed.  Asking who has fashioned or formed a god or cast an idol may be a sarcastic play on the fact that God formed man.  So how can man, who was formed by God, form a God???  Having no profit means that the idols cannot profit a man by taking away the wrath of God.  All those who use idols will be put to shame in the time of truth since the makers of the idols are also only men.  The makers and users of idols will one day all stand together in their condemnation from God.  They will then tremble and be put to shame.  
Isa 44:12 The man shapes iron into a cutting tool, and does his work over the coals, fashioning it with hammers, and working it with his strong arm. He also gets hungry and his strength fails; he drinks no water and becomes weary.

Isa 44:13 Another shapes wood, he extends a measuring line; he outlines it with red chalk. He works it with planes, and outlines it with a compass, and makes it like the form of a man, like the beauty of man, so that it may sit in a house.
Isaiah now outlines the craft of making idols and shows how silly it is to assume that these objects from the hand of a man can have any significance in reality.  The one who makes the idols is shown to be just a man for he needs food and water to continue his efforts.  Therefore the makers of idols are just fallible men who one day will waste away and turn to dust.  Verse 13 makes it clear that the man is creating an idol in his image, the image of sinful man who is spiritually blind and knows nothing.  Idols do not have to be some physical object either.  They can be false ideas:
Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Isa 44:14 Surely he cuts cedars for himself, and takes a cypress or an oak, and raises it for himself among the trees of the forest. He plants a fir, and the rain makes it grow.

Isa 44:15 Then it becomes something for a man to burn, so he takes one of them and warms himself; he also makes a fire to bake bread. He also makes a god and worships it; he makes it a graven image, and falls down before it.

Isa 44:16 Half of it he burns in the fire; over this half he eats meat as he roasts a roast, and is satisfied. He also warms himself and says, "Aha! I am warm, I have seen the fire."

Isa 44:17 But the rest of it he makes into a god, his graven image. He falls down before it and worships; he also prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for thou art my god."

These verses must be among the best descriptions of the vanity and hopelessness of man without God.  The very products of God’s creation he uses to make a fire to warm himself and over which to cook food and some of the products he will then use to make an idol.  The very substance that he destroys with fire is used to make something that he thinks will deliver him from bad events and bless him with good events!  In essence this description of events is showing how man worships the creation rather then the Creator.  
Isa 44:18 They do not know, nor do they understand, for He has smeared over their eyes so that they cannot see and their hearts so that they cannot comprehend.

Isa 44:19 And no one recalls, nor is there knowledge or understanding to say, "I have burned half of it in the fire, and also have baked bread over its coals. I roast meat and eat it. Then I make the rest of it into an abomination, I fall down before a block of wood!"

Isa 44:20 He feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside. And he cannot deliver himself, nor say, "Is there not a lie in my right hand?"

He continues the discussion of the total irrational behavior of mankind.  They are spiritually blind and dead so they cannot understand reality.  They don’t even correlate the totality of their behavior.  It seems like insanity that they don’t realize that they are involved in cyclical reasoning.  How can something that they use for their physical existence also serve to preserve them spiritually?  Similarly philosophers worship the product of their trade!  Godless evolution is another creation of man that he worships.  Mankind has been blind and spiritually dead since the offspring of Adam from whom we can trace our ancestry: 
Gen 5:3 When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.

For anyone to be able to see reality, he must be born again so that he will have eyes to see, ears to hear, and a heart to live:

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

1Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

He refuses to believe that what he holds in his right hand, i.e. in his close possession, is a lie. It is a lie, for it gives the impression of being what it is not and so deceives the hopes of the one who trusts in it.
Isa 44:21 "Remember these things, O Jacob, And Israel, for you are My servant; I have formed you, you are My servant, O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me.

Isa 44:22 "I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud, And your sins like a heavy mist. Return to Me, for I have redeemed you."

Isa 44:23 Shout for joy, O heavens, for the Lord has done it! Shout joyfully, you lower parts of the earth; Break forth into a shout of joy, you mountains, O forest, and every tree in it; For the Lord has redeemed Jacob And in Israel He shows forth His glory.

The people are told to remember all that they have been told and to remember that they are His servant.  Since He has formed them they are His servant and He will not forget them.  God seems to be reflecting upon their ancestor and their total nation with the names Jacob and Israel.  Israel is obviously not special because of any of their traits but because God formed them.  They exist only to be the servant of God and that should be plenty of reason for existence.  He then tells them that there is no obstacle to their returning to Him because He has blotted out their transgressions and their sins.  As sinful man, we transgress against the desires of God and we break His commands.  The similar event of cleansing has happened for us today:
Col 2:13 And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,

Col 2:14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Since God has removed our barriers to Him we can then repent and return to Him.  Because of the mercy of God in His cleansing of the sins of His chosen people, all of creation is to rejoice.  Paul talks about the groaning of nature over the trespasses of man (Rom 8:19-22) and now that God has cleansed His people nature can rejoice.  The entire creation, the height and depth, are commanded to burst forth into jubilation, shouting and singing because of the great triumph their Creator has achieved.  Even more wonderful than the creation is the new creation, the redeemed humanity that Yahweh, the God of Israel and the Creator of heaven and earth, has brought into existence.
Isa 44:24 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb, "I, the Lord, am the maker of all things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself, And spreading out the earth all alone,

Isa 44:25 Causing the omens of boasters to fail, Making fools out of diviners, Causing wise men to draw back, And turning their knowledge into foolishness,

Isa 44:26 Confirming the word of His servant, And performing the purpose of His messengers. It is I who says of Jerusalem,' She shall be inhabited!' And of the cities of Judah,' They shall be built.' And I will raise up her ruins again.

Isa 44:27 "It is I who says to the depth of the sea, 'Be dried up!' And I will make your rivers dry.

Isa 44:28 "It is I who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.' And he declares of Jerusalem, 'She will be built,' And of the temple, 'Your foundation will be laid.'"

“Thus says” refers to all that God has said previously.  Note that He refers to himself as the Redeemer before He refers to the formation of the nation.  Also note that the reference to forming from the womb is not talking about an individual, but the nation Israel.  He then makes sure that there is no doubt as to His identity.  God made everything that exists in the universe, including the universe.  He stretched out the heavens and I discussed that earlier as we are today noting that the universe is still expanding and doing so at a rate faster than before.  Spreading out the earth refers to the establishment of it from a formless and void planet into a planet capable of bringing and sustaining life of all kinds that He foreordained.  He also states that He did all of the creation alone.  Of course we know that when God says that He did something alone He is referring to His trinity for elsewhere we are told of the actions of Jesus in creation:
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:2 He was in the beginning with God.

John 1:3 All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

Col 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.

Col 1:17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
In verses 25 and 26 we see that God is the one who causes the words of the foolish to be foolish and of His prophets to be truth.  In verse 26, the word servant is singular and refers to Isaiah but the messengers refer to the other prophets of God.  The city of Jerusalem has been long vacant because of the Babylonian exile and God says that He will bring it back.  He will bring back Judah and Israel.  Although the return will be completed with the leadership of Cyrus, God is making it clear that He is the one who will rebuild the area.  Verse 27 has been a bit of a mystery and it seems that it is symbolically referring to Babylon.  The sea is seen as the source of trouble and certainly Babylon was a great enemy and saying that it will dry up would be referring to the removal of its power.  The verse could also be referring back to the miracle of the Red Sea and that God will again miraculously free His people.  
Verse 26 refers to the rebuilding of Jerusalem with no reference to the release of the people, verse 27 refers to the release of the people, and verse 28 tells who the human will be who will do the will of God in making sure that the previous events occur.  The Persian emperor Cyrus will be the human responsible for bringing about God’s design.  Cyrus will be merely an instrument in the hands of God.  The reference to Cyrus occurs in this last section so we may assume that he is here pictured as one who is to come in the yet distant future. Of himself Isaiah of course could not have known his name, but as a true prophet, inspired by the Holy Spirit, he could have spoken the name of Cyrus in this definite manner.  Some have said that the name was added later as it appears only in 44:28 and 45:1 but a considerable change would have to have been made in 44:28.  God has just been arguing that idols cannot tell the future and only He can foretell future events.  Thus we have the literary style and the Word of God to declare to us that He told Isaiah the name of the “servant” to come.  Cyrus is referred to here as the shepherd, the one who would lead God’s people back out of exile and into their land.  God chose an unclean and unconsecrated individual to work out His plan.  God also chose the foreigner Ruth to be an ancestress of David and Abraham out of an evil area to be the founder of His people.  Cyrus here is a type of the Davidic Messiah.  

The Temple is the end toward which the work of Cyrus as shepherd is directed. If the Temple is to be founded the city must also be built, and it is Cyrus who makes this possible. This is not the end of God’s purposes with His nation, but it is the necessary step that must be taken in order that they may be reestablished in their land, that from the line of David the Messiah may finally be born in Bethlehem.  
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