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Chapters 3, 4, and 5

1. Judah’s Punishment and Glory (3:1–4:6)
a. The removal of order (3:1–7)

                b. God pleads with fallen Judah (3:8–15)

                   c. The women and their tragedy (3:16–4:1)

   d. The Sprout of the Lord (4:2–6)
                                       2. God and Judah (5:1–30)

          a. The parable of the vineyard (5:1–7)

      b. Analysis of Judah’s sins (5:8–23)

                    c. The judgment of abandonment (5:24–30)

As we study Isaiah we need to always remember Paul’s admonition to us for we can see a similar judgment possibly coming to our country as we are also as guilty as was Judah.

1Cor 10:6 Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved.

1Cor 10:7 And do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play."

1Cor 10:8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day.

1Cor 10:9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents.

1Cor 10:10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.

1Cor 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

1Cor 10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
Isaiah Three

Isaiah 3:1 “For behold, the Lord God of hosts is going to remove from Jerusalem and Judah both supply and support, the whole supply of bread, And the whole supply of water;

Isaiah 3:2 The mighty man and the warrior, The judge and the prophet, The diviner and the elder,

Isaiah 3:3 The captain of fifty and the honorable man, The counselor and the expert artisan, And the skillful enchanter.”
God’s judgment on Judah is continued as Isaiah tells that God is going to see to it that all support for the nation will be removed.  He mentions Jerusalem first because it is the head of the nation.  But all sustenance will be removed from the capital city and the nation.  Bread and water are the basic substances of life and the people will not have either unless supplied by the aggressors.  

Isaiah then tells Judah that the leaders of the nation will be taken away.  He does not tell us how this will be done but we learn later.  Invading nations such as Assyria and Babylon usually took away the leaders of the region so that the people would not have an infrastructure to help them.  They would then have to depend upon the new rulers.  Assyria invaded Judah in 701 BC, took 46 walled cities and invaded Jerusalem.  Isaiah encouraged Hezekiah to trust the Lord and the city was delivered (Isa 37:36).  Babylon took Judah and Jerusalem in 587 BC with the exile fulfilling God’s warnings to Hezekiah (chapter 39).  The exile is also described in the following:

2Kings 24:14 “Then he led away into exile all Jerusalem and all the captains and all the mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained except the poorest people of the land.”

The mighty man probably refers to the common soldier whereas the warrior is a term for a man of great military valor such as a general.  The judge was the person whose authority covered making decisions of a governmental nature.  The prophet was the person who spoke for the Lord so they would be losing their civil government leaders and the source for the Word of the Lord.  Of course a famine of the Word of God was much more severe than a famine of physical food.  Amos also foretold of such a famine:

Amos 8:11 “"Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord God, "When I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But rather for hearing the words of the Lord.”

The diviner was an illegitimate source of information but one that Judah used considerably.  God was then depriving them of the legitimate and illegitimate sources of knowledge.  The elders were the people responsible for the foundation of government and whose voice was supposed to be heeded by the rulers.  Rehoboam made a huge mistake when he did not obey the advice of the elders.   We read last week how Hezekiah made a huge mistake when he did not heed the advice of the elders.  His blunder led to God giving him leprosy from which he suffered the rest of his life.  

Next Isaiah tells about the removal of the military officers.  The captain of fifty was the man in charge of 50 soldiers and the centurion was in charge of 100 men.  Fifty was among the smallest division of soldiers so his removal implies no order among the military.  Elsewhere we are told of such divisions of the military:
1Sam 8:12 “And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and of fifties, and some to do his plowing and to reap his harvest and to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots.”
The honorable man was a person who had the support of the king and ready access to him.  They probably occupied positions of authority within the government.  The counselor was not one in private practice but one who served the general public so without such a person nobody could receive advice regarding what to do.  Next Isaiah tells Judah that their people skilled in the arts would be removed.  These people would provide the general enlightenment and comfort of the society.  The last category of people to be removed were the ones who knew magic phrases and could supposedly cast spells and foretell the future.  Everything and everyone upon whom the people depended for their everyday life would be removed.  This was also stated in the following:
2Kings  24:14 “Then he led away into exile all Jerusalem and all the captains and all the mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained except the poorest people of the land.”

The Lord was going to remove all support structure from Judah, even the illegitimate.  The result would be anarchy.
Isaiah 3:4 And I will make mere lads their princes And capricious children will rule over them,

Isaiah 3:5 And the people will be oppressed, Each one by another, and each one by his neighbor; The youth will storm against the elder, And the inferior against the honorable.

Isaiah 3:6 When a man lays hold of his brother in his father's house, saying, "You have a cloak, you shall be our ruler, And these ruins will be under your charge,"

Isaiah 3:7 On that day will he protest, saying, "I will not be your healer, For in my house there is neither bread nor cloak; You should not appoint me ruler of the people."

A society cannot survive without the basic leadership so when the ones in charge are removed the less capable people will take their place.  Isaiah then tells them that such will indeed occur.  However he makes it clear that the change is done by the Lord and not by human choices.  Those who did not have the years of experience needed to run a government were put into place by God as their rulers.  Impulsive, unpredictable, inexperienced people will be ruling over them.  
What a mess verse six describes!  Having respect for the elderly was included as part of the fear of God:

Lev 19:32 “You shall rise up before the grayheaded, and honor the aged, and you shall revere your God; I am the Lord.”

Oppression runs rampant as everyone is trying to survive in a true evolutionary manner.  No property is safe.  Chaos rules with the result that all codes of morality are gone.  Anyone who has even clothes will be considered capable of ruling.  The word translated “cloak” means the poorest of garments so the person approached is not wearing royal robes!  People in desperation for some sort of capable rulers will try to force someone who might be capable into ruling.  But the person who has even the barest necessities will reply that he is only interested in taking care of himself and his house and he will refuse to take charge.  What a horrible situation when people will try to make an unqualified person be the ruler of the government.  The country is desperate.  
Isaiah 3:8 “For Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah has fallen, Because their speech and their actions are against the Lord, To rebel against His glorious presence.”
The statement that Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen describes a state of affairs that is a jumbled mass of confusion.  The reason for this state of affairs is that they have shown by their speech and their actions that they have rebelled against the presence of God.  Some translations say that they have rebelled to the eyes of His glory.  This glory is not His inherent glory but the glory of His creation that has been displayed for all to see.
Rom 1:20 “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.

Rom 1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

Rom 1:22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,

Rom 1:23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.”

The depravity of the people is clear in that they have brazenly rebelled against God’s presence, before His eyes.  Usually children will do things that their parents have told them not to do but they usually do these things where they think they will not be caught.  But when the children deliberately rebel against their parents while they are standing before them, the children have certainly crossed the line as they openly disrespect their parents.  Jerusalem and Judah have not just done wrong, they have sinned openly before the face of God!

Isaiah 3:9 “The expression of their faces bears witness against them. And they display their sin like Sodom; They do not even conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves.

Isaiah 3:10 Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, For they will eat the fruit of their actions.

Isaiah 3:11 Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, For what he deserves will be done to him.
Isaiah 3:12 “O My people! Their oppressors are children, And women rule over them. O My people! Those who guide you lead you astray, And confuse the direction of your paths.”
We cannot always see the character of a person by his countenance, but often we can.  We are what we think and often such thoughts are apparent upon the face of a person.  I think of the leer of a person looking at a woman as a sex object.  I think of the wink of a person who is telling me that he is about to say or do something improper.  These people were so obsessed with their sin nature that their facial expressions did reveal their evil intentions.  Sodom displayed their sins in the streets with no hesitation and with no hint of concealment.  The sin nature of Sodom would have been well known to the hearers of Isaiah and the three verses below speak to the horrible nature of their sins.
Gen 13:13 “Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the Lord.”

Gen 18:20 “And the Lord said, "The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave.”

Gen 19:5 “and they called to Lot and said to him, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them."”

There is no attempt to hide the sins as they are prideful of their state of rebellion against God.  Only a true evangelist can cry out concerning such awful sin and Isaiah does so at this point as he feels the anger of God burning against them.  Surely we all know someone or of someone who has turned so much to evil that they bring it on themselves.  They live for self and only for self and have hatred for the opposite of evil.  
With verse ten we see the true justice of God.  Only God can righteously judge the actions and thoughts of people.  He will destroy the evil but He also will reward those who obey His commands.  The fruit of the lives of God’s children will be sweet and eatable but the fruit of the actions of God’s enemies will be sour and deadly.  In verse eleven we see that God will give wrath to those who deserve it.

Rom 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

Rom 2:5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,”

Salvation is a gift of God but destruction is the reward of our own sinful efforts.  The people who were supposed to be helping them in their ruling were actually oppressing them because of their inabilities to make reasonable decisions due to their childish natures.  Women mainly used their emotions in their responses and were physically weak so whenever a nation was ruled by women it was a sign that the nation had no men to do their tasks.  
2Tim 3:6 “For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses,”

The three signs of their rebellion are shown in these verses:
1.) They openly display their sins like Sodom.  

2.) Their oppressors are children.

3.) Women rule over them.

These are three signs that we should examine in our own country to determine if we have also gone the way of Judah.  

Isaiah 3:13 “The Lord arises to contend, And stands to judge the people.

Isaiah 3:14 The Lord enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people, "It is you who have devoured the vineyard; The plunder of the poor is in your houses.

Isaiah 3:15 "What do you mean by crushing My people, And grinding the face of the poor?" Declares the Lord God of hosts.”
What a frightening thought to think about all that has proceeded and now God is arising to contend and to announce His judgment!  He is the righteous judge and His people have revolted against Him.  There will be no appeal!  
Psa 143:2 “And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified”.

The elders were responsible for the welfare of the nation.  They had been appointed in the wilderness to assist Moses (Num 11).  The princes were officials of the nation.  God is entering into judgment with these people because they were responsible for seeing to the nation obeying God and carrying out His commands.  We are familiar with the expression “the buck stops here”.  These are the people where the buck stopped and so they have a special responsibility for the behavior of the nation.  The concept of the watchman is very important here also.  The responsibility of the watchman is to provide warnings to the people of approaching danger either physical or ideologically.  If the watchman does not warn the people then blood is on his head.

Ezek 3:16 “Now it came about at the end of seven days that the word of the Lord came to me, saying,

Ezek 3:17 "Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me.

Ezek 3:18 "When I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die'; and you do not warn him or speak out to warn the wicked from his wicked way that he may live, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.

Ezek 3:19 "Yet if you have warned the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered yourself.

Ezek 3:20 "Again, when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I place an obstacle before him, he shall die; since you have not warned him, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous deeds which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand.

Ezek 3:21 "However, if you have warned the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; and you have delivered yourself."”

The analogy of the nation with a vineyard will be more fully expanded in chapter five.  A vineyard’s purpose is to bear fruit and God is the judge of the fruit.  If the fruit is bad the vineyard is at fault and the responsibility for the vineyard is that of the keepers of the vineyard.  Having devoured the vineyard means that God did not get His fruit.  It was easy to plunder the poor but they were to be under the protection of the rulers.  
In verse fifteen he breaks forth in anger at the thoughts of their actions.  God’s people have been crushed and plundered for the sake of the rich.  Grinding the faces of the poor has the meaning of even taking away their individuality.  Just to be sure everyone understands the origin of all of this judgment; he states that he is speaking for the Lord God of Hosts.  

Isaiah 3:16 “Moreover, the Lord said, "Because the daughters of Zion are proud, And walk with heads held high and seductive eyes, And go along with mincing steps, And tinkle the bangles on their feet,

Isaiah 3:17 Therefore the Lord will afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with scabs, And the Lord will make their foreheads bare. "”
The problem is pride.  The description of the women of the holy city is of women who are enticing men (and perhaps other women) with sexual actions.  They are acting like prostitutes rather than as women who should be setting standards of modesty and certainly sexual purity.  They were consumed with themselves and drawing attention to themselves in impurity mannerisms.  Their hair is to be their glory but because of their misuse of their attractiveness the Lord will cause the hair to fall out.  Isaiah does not tell how this will be done but because of the impending invasions they will be afflicted by vile men of the invading forces.  
Isaiah 3:18 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, headbands, crescent ornaments,

Isaiah 3:19 dangling earrings, bracelets, veils,

Isaiah 3:20 headdresses, ankle chains, sashes, perfume boxes, amulets,

Isaiah 3:21 finger rings, nose rings,

Isaiah 3:22 festal robes, outer tunics, cloaks, money purses,

Isaiah 3:23 hand mirrors, undergarments, turbans, and veils.”
Paul and Peter gave instructions for the dress of women.  

1Tim 2:9 “Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments;

1Tim 2:10 but rather by means of good works, as befits women making a claim to godliness.”
1Peter 3:3 “And let not your adornment be merely external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;

1Peter 3:4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.”

The main point is that nobody should be flamboyantly prideful in their dress or appearance.  When people are starving and without basic daily needs, it is not proper for someone to sport a $500 haircut.  All of the above items were excessive for the day and were displayed to pridefully state their status and to entice others to interact inappropriately with them.  Flirting is an action that also comes to mind.  

Isaiah 3:24 “Now it will come about that instead of sweet perfume there will be putrefaction; Instead of a belt, a rope; Instead of well-set hair, a plucked-out scalp; Instead of fine clothes, a donning of sackcloth; And branding instead of beauty.”
The Lord is going to bring about an awful change in their appearance.  The entire order of their being will be reversed.  They will have no appearance with which to be prideful.  The rope will be the type of cord used to control prisoners.  Their appearance will now be more consistent with the state of their soul before the Lord.  

Isaiah 3:25 “Your men will fall by the sword, And your mighty ones in battle.

Isaiah 3:26 And her gates will lament and mourn; And deserted she will sit on the ground.”
Isaiah now clearly states that the catastrophe coming upon them will be war and the men of Judah will suffer greatly in a might loss to the invaders.  The gates were the entrances to the cities and the places where business was transacted.  But with this invasion there will be the loss of ease of entrance and the loss of business dealings.  This horrible result is also reported in the following:
Lam 2:21 “On the ground in the streets Lie young and old, My virgins and my young men Have fallen by the sword. Thou hast slain them in the day of Thine anger, Thou hast slaughtered, not sparing.”

Isaiah Four

Isaiah 4:1 “For seven women will take hold of one man in that day, saying, "We will eat our own bread and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by your name; take away our reproach!"”
The war will have a result of the loss of the one-to-one ratio of men to women.  Many men will have died or been captured in battle so now there will be many women for every man.  The number seven should just be taken to mean many.  The Law requires for the men to take care of the women but now the women will offer to provide the meals and clothes for the group.  They just want to belong to a man so that they will have his name and be able to bear his children.  Their reproach would be their childlessness.  The order of the Garden of Eden will be reversed.  
Verses 4:2 – 4:6 forms a conclusion of the prophecy began in 2:1.  

Isaiah 4:2 “In that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel.”
Isaiah 4:3 “And it will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy-- everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem.

Isaiah 4:4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning,

Isaiah 4:5 then the Lord will create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy.

Isaiah 4:6 And there will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and protection from the storm and the rain.”
This will be a wonderful time and the prophet is excited by the vision of a restored land for God’s people.  He is looking forward to the time also seen by Jeremiah: 
Jer 23:5 “"Behold, the days are coming," declares the Lord, "When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land.”

This verse is also similar to that seen later in Isaiah:

Isa 28:5 “In that day the Lord of hosts will become a beautiful crown And a glorious diadem to the remnant of His people;”

Note in verse three that the ones who have been recorded for life in Jerusalem are the ones who will be there.  God has foreordained the people written in the Book of Life.  The “fruit of the earth” is not then just the physical fruit but the spiritual fruit that the people will wear by virtue of the gift of God.  They can then wear such with pride because it is not of their doing but they glorify God for His work in their lives.  We will also see this discussed in chapter 60 of this great book.  God will have purged His people of the dross and the remainder will be purified in His judgment.  The words of the blessed state are to be taken symbolically rather than literally for the time of purity of spirit of God’s people is difficult to describe in human language.  
Isaiah Five

Verses 1-7 are the parable of the vineyard.  In verse seven he identifies the vineyard as Israel, meaning the covenant name of the entire group rather than the northern kingdom.  However he does identify the plant as the men of Judah.  
Isaiah 5:1 “Let me sing now for my well-beloved A song of my beloved concerning His vineyard. My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill.

Isaiah 5:2 And He dug it all around, removed its stones, And planted it with the choicest vine. And He built a tower in the middle of it, And hewed out a wine vat in it; Then He expected it to produce good grapes, But it produced only worthless ones.

Isaiah 5:3 "And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, Judge between Me and My vineyard.

Isaiah 5:4 "What more was there to do for My vineyard that I have not done in it? Why, when I expected it to produce good grapes did it produce worthless ones?
Isaiah 5:5 "So now let Me tell you what I am going to do to My vineyard: I will remove its hedge and it will be consumed; I will break down its wall and it will become trampled ground.

Isaiah 5:6 "And I will lay it waste; It will not be pruned or hoed, But briars and thorns will come up. I will also charge the clouds to rain no rain on it."

Isaiah 5:7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, And the men of Judah His delightful plant. Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.”
Note that God has provided the perfect environment.  Some people think that if we can make the environment perfect the people will be perfect also since people are “basically good”.  Of course we know that this is false reasoning for without a new heart man will continue to rebel against God.  Some people think that Isaiah actually sang this parable.  It is beautiful prose in the original Hebrew.  His beloved is, of course, God.  I have often thought how wonderful it is to have God as our beloved.  He alone is faithful and I am often unfaithful.  A great goal in life is to be a faithful friend of God!  He paints a picture of God’s establishment of His people in His chosen land and then He inspects the fruit.  God chose the best location for His vineyard and then He prepared the soil for the establishment of His people.  He put His hedge of protection around the land and did everything that He could do to have a perfect vineyard.  He placed a tower in the middle of it so that the watchmen would have a perfect view of the area and He prepared an area for producing wine from the fruit.  God had the people and the area perfectly prepared so that all the people had to do was to obey Him.  Jeremiah also told of this establishment as a vine:

Jer 2:21 “Yet I planted you a choice vine, A completely faithful seed. How then have you turned yourself before Me Into the degenerate shoots of a foreign vine?” 
The above is also a picture of pure grace.  The Israelites did not choose God.  God chose them.

However the fruit produced was worthless.  He asks the guilty to judge the fruit of their labors.  The corruption was centered in Jerusalem as it was supposed to be the worship center but the guilty include everyone in Judah.  Of course God had done all that needed to be done so that the fruit would be pleasing to Him.  God is not saying that He did the best that He could under the circumstances!  Two thousand years ago He also sent the perfect Jesus to live, die, and be resurrected as perfect payment for the sins of God’s chosen people.  But, just as in Judah, the church is mixed with evil (leaven) and bad fruit is produced.  None of the bad results may be blamed upon God.  God does not use force to change a hard heart or make someone do what his heart does not want him to do.  The fruit is bad because the people have hard hearts:
Matt 15:18 “But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man”

With verse five the tone changes as judgment is now pronounced.  He will remove His hedge of protection and the wall so that invaders may enter the area and trample it.  There is no other chance provided for them.  They have failed and now He will bring judgment.  God is going to cause it to only bring forth the fruit that is characteristic of their heart and this is similar to what happened to Adam and Eve when they were cast out of Eden:

Gen 3:18 “Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you shall eat the plants of the field;”

Instead of the fruit of justice, God saw bloodshed.  Instead of the fruit of righteousness He heard the cry of distress from the people being mistreated by Judah.  In the area was only hypocrisy and we in the church must always look for such within ourselves.  
The following presents an analysis of the sins of Judah.  They can be subdivided into six woes and God pronounces judgment on each category.

(1) Verses 8-10.  They are a covetous people.

(2) Verses 11-17.  They are a debauching people.

(3) Verses 18-19.  They are an unbelieving people.

(4) Verse 20.  They are a truth-perverting people.

(5) Verse 21.  They are a people wise in their own eyes.

(6) Verses 22-23.  They are a justice-perverting people.  

Isaiah 5:8 “Woe to those who add house to house and join field to field, Until there is no more room, So that you have to live alone in the midst of the land!

Isaiah 5:9 In my ears the Lord of hosts has sworn, "Surely, many houses shall become desolate, Even great and fine ones, without occupants.

Isaiah 5:10 "For ten acres of vineyard will yield only one bath of wine, And a homer of seed will yield but an ephah of grain."”
These people are selfish landowners who gather up land for themselves at the expense of the other people.  During the depression there were some unscrupulous people who obtained land from poor people by only paying the taxes due on the land.  Now there are people who buy up corporations, break them apart and sell the parts while destroying the lives of many people who worked there.  God is going to make those wonderful houses become vacant and worthless.  The land that those people were so proud of would only yield small crops.  One bath of wine was about eight gallons, a negligible amount of wine for ten acres.  The ephah of grain was only about one-tenth of what the homer of see should have produced.  

Isaiah 5:11 “Woe to those who rise early in the morning that they may pursue strong drink; Who stay up late in the evening that wine may inflame them!

Isaiah 5:12 And their banquets are accompanied by lyre and harp, by tambourine and flute, and by wine; But they do not pay attention to the deeds of the Lord, Nor do they consider the work of His hands.
Isaiah 5:13 “Therefore My people go into exile for their lack of knowledge; And their honorable men are famished, And their multitude is parched with thirst.

Isaiah 5:14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged its throat and opened its mouth without measure; And Jerusalem's splendor, her multitude, her din of revelry, and the jubilant within her, descend into it.

Isaiah 5:15 So the common man will be humbled, and the man of importance abased, The eyes of the proud also will be abased.

Isaiah 5:16 “But the Lord of hosts will be exalted in judgment, And the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness.

Isaiah 5:17 Then the lambs will graze as in their pasture, And strangers will eat in the waste places of the wealthy.”
This next category of people was those who sought only self-fulfillment and self-satisfaction. They did not do the work of the Lord. They were very happy in their self-indulgence. It is not music that Isaiah is condemning but the care-free celebrations of the people. Watch even a few minutes of a TV program showing people partying and dancing seductively to the "music" and some aspect of this scene is depicted today. We see so much of this in our country today as people seem only concerned with entertainment, wasting money on lotteries, drunkenness, and foolish goals. Our churches are filled with people teaching self-fulfillment and self-satisfaction.   The work of the Lord is being ignored in our country also.  Perhaps we are facing the same judgment as God brought upon Judah.
He says that they will go into exile because of their lack of knowledge!  They are so steeped in sin that they cannot see its consequences. Isaiah sees the coming judgment as though it had already occurred. The people will be in captivity without sufficient food or water. Isaiah sees death looming large before these people. There is no limit to the number of people who can die and be cast away forever. All of what Jerusalem thought was their glory will be gone. There will be no distinction between people. The rulers thought that they were better than the peasants but in Sheol there will be the wealthy, the proud, and the people who thought that they were important.
Even though death and destruction await the people of Judah, God will be glorified even in their defeat. The righteousness of God will be glorified. But the land will be a graze land for lambs rather than a vineyard for producing wonderful grapes. People who had not been chosen by God for this land will then have it.  
Isaiah 5:18 “Woe to those who drag iniquity with the cords of falsehood, And sin as if with cart ropes;

Isaiah 5:19 Who say, "Let Him make speed, let Him hasten His work, that we may see it; And let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near And come to pass, that we may know it!"”
People are held captive by their sins in ways that they do not even realize. Sin is a burden that causes people to expend energy just in maintaining it.

Prov 5:22 "His own iniquities will capture the wicked, And he will be held with the cords of his sin. "
These people were practicing atheists who wanted to see God do some miracles so that they could then agree that He is God. Of course the evidence of God is everywhere for people to see who have eyes to see.

Rom 1:20 "For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
Rom 1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. "
They said that they would only believe in this judgment if it were shown to them. Today I hear people say "show me and I will believe" but God says "believe and I will show you." Of course by the time it was clearly shown it was too late for them.
Isaiah 5:20 “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

The message of the Apostles turned the world upside down for a time but now the world is in the same wrong-side up state as was Judah. Without the ethics of God our morality is evil. Our country now accepts homosexuality and it condemns intolerance of what God calls evil. The country hates the light of the Lord and loves the darkness of Satan. We even have opposite definitions for very basic tastes. Certainly we deserve the woe God promised to Judah through Isaiah.

John 3:19 “And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.”
Isaiah 5:21 "Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, And clever in their own sight!"
Boy, does this apply to our country now! People think that they are clever in their interpretations of the establishment of the universe and of life. It is so foolish to judge one's credentials only by self-examination! But people who think that they are wise will seek verification from people of similar bent. Thus ignorance is perpetuated throughout the world.
Col 2:8 "See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, I  according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world,   rather than according to Christ. "
Isaiah 5:22 Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine, And valiant men in mixing strong drink;
Isaiah 5:23 Who justify the wicked for a bribe, And take away the rights of the ones who are in the right!"
It is not just the drinking of wine that was the problem. The judges and others were derelict in their duties because of their drinking. They even mixed their drinks with herbs and spices that accelerated the intoxication process. The rights of the common people were subjugated to the rights of the influential. Less we become too judgmental upon these people we need to think about the state of our country. The heroes of our country are the people in beer commercials. Our politicians are constantly taking bribes of various sorts. The unborn babies have no rights in our country.
Prov 17:15 "He who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the righteous, Both of them alike are an abomination to the Lord."
Isaiah 5:24 "Therefore, as a tongue of fire consumes stubble, And dry grass collapses into the flame, So their root will become like rot and their blossom blow away as dust; For they have rejected the law of the Lord of hosts, And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
Isaiah 5:25 On this account the anger of the Lord has burned against His people, And He has stretched out His hand against them and struck them down, And the mountains quaked; and their corpses lay like refuse in the middle of the streets. For all this His anger is not spent, But His hand is still stretched out."
The proof of the wicked state of the people has been clearly stated and there is no defense. God will act in His righteous judgment. When the root is rotten there will be no crop. If the blossoms blow away like dust there will be no pollination possible. Again Isaiah feels the judgmental wrath of God so strongly that he sees it as though it has already happened. In the mind of God whatever He ordains is as good as already done. This awful time we will see described again later.

Isa 13:13 "Therefore I shall make the heavens tremble, And the earth will be shaken from its place At the fury of the Lord of hosts In the day of His burning anger. "
Since His hand is still stretched out the wrathful judgment is not over as we see in the following.
Isaiah 5:26 "He will also lift up a standard to the distant nation, And will whistle for
it from the ends of the earth; And behold, it will come with speed swiftly.
Isaiah 5:27 No one in it is weary or stumbles, None slumbers or sleeps; Nor is the
belt at its waist undone, Nor its sandal strap broken.
Isaiah 5:28 Its arrows are sharp, and all its bows are bent; The hoofs of its horses
seem like flint, and its chariot wheels like a whirlwind.
Isaiah 5:29 Its roaring is like a lioness, and it roars like young lions; It growls as it
seizes the prey, And carries it off with no one to deliver it.
Isaiah 5:30 And it shall growl over it in that day like the roaring of the sea. If one
looks to the land, behold, there is darkness and distress; Even the light is darkened
by its clouds."
God is bringing severe punishment to Judah by invading Assyrian and Babylonian armies. The standard will be like a banner that says "come on". Beekeepers would whistle for the bees and so the invaders will be like swarms of bees. The people in these armies will have the opposite attributes of the people of Judah. They will be ready for war in every regard. Their clothing is in perfect condition, their arrows are sharpened, their bows are bent ready to give flight to the arrows, the hoofs of the horses are shorn, the chariot's wheels are roaring as the turn, and the men roar like charging lions. This is an incredible army that will invade and bring terror and destruction as a means of God's wrath. If anyone has seen scenes from the dropping of the bomb at Hiroshima or the Allied bombers hitting German, the scene would be similar. Their destruction will be complete.

Is such coming for us? I would say that we certainly deserve it.
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