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Chapter 33
Verses 1-6 seem to be an introduction to the rest of the chapter.  Verses 7-16 contain a lament (7-9) and an oracle of response (10-16).  Verses 17-24 contain a description of the effects of God’s kingly rule.  

Introduction

Isa 33:1 Woe to you, O destroyer, While you were not destroyed; And he who is treacherous, while others did not deal treacherously with him. As soon as you shall finish destroying, you shall be destroyed; As soon as you shall cease to deal treacherously, others shall deal treacherously with you.

Isa 33:2 O Lord, be gracious to us; we have waited for Thee. Be Thou their strength every morning, Our salvation also in the time of distress.

Isa 33:3 At the sound of the tumult peoples flee; At the lifting up of Thyself nations disperse.

Isa 33:4 And your spoil is gathered as the caterpillar gathers; As locusts rushing about, men rush about on it.

Isa 33:5 The Lord is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness.

Isa 33:6 And He shall be the stability of your times, A wealth of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge; The fear of the Lord is his treasure.

It is probably that the content of this chapter is a result of the repentance of the people in response to the continued cries of Isaiah.  In context it seems that the destroyer is Assyria.  Interpretation does depend upon the historical setting of the chapter.  If verses 5 and 6 are eschatological then no particular nation is intended but the woe is for all evil forces in the world.  However verses 18 and 19 suggest that a real historical situation is contemplated and in the context of the preceding chapters we would choose the destroyer to be Assyria.  Assyria was a ruthless nation.  It did not hesitate to break agreements with others that did not prove to be advantageous to them but it acted fiercely against those who broke their agreements with Assyria.  Thus the first sentence is very descriptive of Assyria.  No human power lasts forever for only God is forever.  Nations may be destroyers for the purpose of God but when He is finished using them they will be judged for their actions.  For although God will accomplish all of His plans, even when He uses others to act in their sin nature, He will properly judge those who act out their sinful hearts.  History has shown us this process many times as many nations have come and gone.  One day the U.S.A. will also be gone and how the survivors treat us will be partly determined by how we treated them.  
If verse 2 is historical then the people have finally repented as we are told later of Hezekiah (37:14-20).  They would then realize that only the Lord can stand between them and Sennacherib, but we will see later that the turning was only temporary.  The reference to the morning is because that is the time of the usual battle.  Hebrew writing often uses parallelism and probably “our salvation also in times of distress” is the synonymous parallel component of “be thou their strength every morning”.  Verse three is another parallel set of statements and it simply states “Why trust any nation on earth when at the mere sound of the voice of God they will all disappear like chaff before the wind.”  
Verse four states that the spoil left behind by the enemy will be stripped as locusts strip a grain field.  In other words, the enemy will not prosper from their attacks.  Verses five and six are a summary of the introduction.  Nobody can say of themselves what is right or wrong and certainly nobody can establish codes of conduct other than God.  The “his” in verse six is not God but man for the real treasure of a man is his fear of God.  The realization of the holiness of God and the sinfulness of mankind leads us to that fear that is the beginning of wisdom and is the true treasure that we should treasure in our hearts.  Only God can establish stability for all that man can accomplish on his own is temporary.  Although we do give honor to the authorities since God established those people in their positions, only God can be lifted up in supreme honor and glory.  All human authority is temporary and without innate power to transform anything.  Only God is the creator and the one who establishes justice and metes judgment based upon His holiness.  
Lament

Isa 33:7 Behold, their brave men cry in the streets, The ambassadors of peace weep bitterly.

Isa 33:8 The highways are desolate, the traveler has ceased, He has broken the covenant, he has despised the cities, He has no regard for man.

Isa 33:9 The land mourns and pines away, Lebanon is shamed and withers; Sharon is like a desert plain, And Bashan and Carmel lose their foliage.

In this lament we read about all hope being lost and even the land mourns.  Historically this event probably occurs after Sennacherib had accepted the tribute to leave Jerusalem intact but then goes ahead with his intent to destroy it.  The ambassadors would then know for sure that there was nothing more that they could do and that they were totally at the mercy of God.  The caravans that traveled on the highways would be desolate at this time so commerce was nonexistent.  With the people’s rejection of God, He withdrew His covenant with them to allow the enemies to attack.  Since they rejected Him, He would have no regard for them.  It is unknown whether the description in verse 9 is figurative or literal.  Some think the attack came in the fall because of the statement about the leaves falling.  The four areas mentioned would be the most fruitful in the area.  However it is likely that the verse’s references are figurative as they paint a picture of utter desolation when the people do not turn to God.  To Isaiah barrenness is a result of self-reliance and fruitfulness is the result of reliance upon God.  [We know that Hezekiah and Isaiah prayed to God and He defended the city (2 Chron 32:20-22).]
Oracle of response

Isa 33:10 "Now I will arise," says the Lord, "Now I will be exalted, now I will be lifted up.

Isa 33:11 "You have conceived chaff, you will give birth to stubble; My breath will consume you like a fire.

Isa 33:12 "And the peoples will be burned to lime, Like cut thorns which are burned in the fire.

Isa 33:13 "You who are far away, hear what I have done; And you who are near, acknowledge My might."

Isa 33:14 Sinners in Zion are terrified; Trembling has seized the godless. "Who among us can live with the consuming fire? Who among us can live with continual burning?"

Isa 33:15 He who walks righteously, and speaks with sincerity, He who rejects unjust gain, And shakes his hands so that they hold no bribe; He who stops his ears from hearing about bloodshed, And shuts his eyes from looking upon evil;

Isa 33:16 He will dwell on the heights; His refuge will be the impregnable rock; His bread will be given him; His water will be sure.

Here we see God’s response to the need and the people’s response to His response.  God’s power and His character are intertwined and those with no concern for ethical righteousness have a very dim view of God.  The word “now” is repeated three times in this first verse to emphasize that when God’s time is perfect He will act.  If we are totally immersed in our own plans and not patiently waiting on Him then we will be very surprised when He does act.  

1Thess 5:2 “For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.”

There will be a time when all will know the glory of the Lord.  Although the person addressed in verse 11, it is clear that it is the destroyer.  This verse assures us that there will ultimately be perfect justice.  The most that Assyria accomplished will be as chaff in the wind to the Lord.  In their arrogance they thought that they were the mighty conquerors but in reality it was God who was the supreme warrior.  The term “peoples” has been consistently used by Isaiah to mean mankind outside of Judah and they have been a focal point since chapter seven.  Judah consistently tried to turn to peoples rather than to God and now God will show them how insignificant they are compared to Him.  Isaiah uses common metaphors to show how totally of no importance are the Assyrians.  Burned limestone is turned to dust and once dangerous thorns are inconsequential when burned.  We can categorize people into two camps: those who have never heard of God and those who have heard of Him.  Isaiah first says that those who have no knowledge of God need to be told of His great deeds.  He then reminds those who have been in contact with Him to acknowledge the power and might of God.  Often when we are too close to the action we become insensitive to its importance.  May God never let us become insensitive to the work of God.  Those in Zion who are sinners will be terrified at the fiery judgment of God.  
Isa 66:16 For the Lord will execute judgment by fire And by His sword on all flesh, And those slain by the Lord will be many.

Ezek 38:22 "And with pestilence and with blood I shall enter into judgment with him; and I shall rain on him, and on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, a torrential rain, with hailstones, fire, and brimstone.
Heb 10:26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
Heb 10:27 but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.

Of course nobody can stand a continual barrage of fiery judgment without some reaction.  Some people have to be terrified of the wrath of God to recognize its reality and then to come to repentance.  God deals with people on an individual basis.  Verse 15 is the answer to the questions of verse 14.  Nobody can be a guest of God without a change of character.  Isaiah shows that changed character by three couplets.  The first describes the general style of life that is reflected in our walk AND our talk.  The second and third couplets amplify on this life style showing that it is not just a private change but one that is reflected in all of our actions in the world.  The third does not teach isolationism but a refusal to participate in any evil.  Of course he is not teaching salvation by works but that the appropriate works will flow from a changed heart.  A comparison of the teaching of Paul about salvation totally from grace and the teachings of James on required acts for a real faith are also appropriate here.  
The person who has been born again now has his residence with God in the high places.  Our safety is guaranteed by God who indeed is impregnable from any human or satanic force.  How more secure could a person be?  Circumstances no longer hold any power of that person because his father is the Father.  For the real child of God, He integrates His personality into that child so that total serenity is possible in any situation.  Are you there yet?  Paul struggled as he tells in Romans chapter seven but his answer is told at the end of the chapter:

Rom 7:24 “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?

Rom 7:25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

Effects of God’s kingly rule

Isa 33:17 Your eyes will see the King in His beauty; They will behold a far-distant land.

Isa 33:18 Your heart will meditate on terror: "Where is he who counts? Where is he who weighs? Where is he who counts the towers?"

Isa 33:19 You will no longer see a fierce people, A people of unintelligible speech which no one comprehends, Of a stammering tongue which no one understands.

Isa 33:20 Look upon Zion, the city of our appointed feasts; Your eyes shall see Jerusalem an undisturbed habitation, A tent which shall not be folded, Its stakes shall never be pulled up Nor any of its cords be torn apart.

These verses detail the results of a total turning away from a dependence upon earthly factors to the eternal God.  Every person has to ask the question: “Who is in charge?”  If the answer is you then total insecurity is present.  If the answer is God then total security is present when we finally realize the awesomeness of God.  There seems to be a mixture of historical and eschatological vision.  Verses 18 and 19 surely refer to Sennacherib but verses 20-22 are not merely historical.  Verse 17 is certainly referring to God as King and our vision being diverted from the present mess to the land of God.  Also verse 24b explains that the true benefits of God’s kingdom are spiritual.  Verses 18 and 19 are the reflections of a people who now know the true King.  When we have passed through some particularly trying time, and when enough time has passed so that we have a different perspective, the things of that time seem to not have the permanent nature they had at the time.  We will look back on them as a way of understanding how God brought us through them but they no longer will be terrifying because He has brought them down for us.  There were people taking care of details like counting our resources to survive, weighing the things that can be converted to money, and counting the towers of protection to see if we can survive.  But all of that is really not important except in the context of how God brought us through what seemed like insurmountable difficulties.  Such meditation and reflection should only serve to increase our praise of God for His mercy and power.  
In verses 20-24 we see how we should all modify our perspective.  We need to understand the two types of reality:

2Cor 4:17 “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,

2Cor 4:18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

2Cor 5:1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

I used 3Cor 4:18 as my definition of the two types of reality.  The things which are seen are our functional reality.  Those things have a temporary existence and we have to live with them so they are real but only as I function in this world.  Only what is not seen has an eternal component and a focus on that is using what I call positional reality.  My positional reality is rooted in that verse and is used in attempts to obtain the perspective of God in the world.  My functional reality is that other things have a temporary reality, but still I can sit in a chair and I can throw a ball for they do have reality, although only temporary.  We should then keep our focus on Jesus and seek only the things belonging to the positional reality.

Col 3:1 “If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Col 3:2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.”
Verse 20 speaks of the permanence of that city awaiting us.  I prefer to look at that verse totally eschatologically.  The tent refers to the meeting place of God with man and its permanence speaks of our forever having access to Him.  
Isa 33:21 But there the majestic One, the Lord, shall be for us A place of rivers and wide canals, On which no boat with oars shall go, And on which no mighty ship shall pass--

Isa 33:22 For the Lord is our judge, The Lord is our lawgiver, The Lord is our king; He will save us--

Isa 33:23 Your tackle hangs slack; It cannot hold the base of its mast firmly, Nor spread out the sail. Then the prey of an abundant spoil will be divided; The lame will take the plunder.

Isa 33:24 And no resident will say, "I am sick"; The people who dwell there will be forgiven their iniquity.
The literal Jerusalem had no rivers to help in its defense as did Babylon and Nineveh so the reference in verse 21 simply means that God will be our defense and no enemy in boats with oars or mighty ships can assault us.  The word “for” in verse 22 speaks to the reason for what has preceded.  We see that we can depend upon God for He is our judge, lawgiver, and king.  Since He is the one who gives the law, He is also the perfect and only righteous judge.  As our king, He is our ruler and our defender.  The verse ends with the promise that He will save us.  This verse tends to be the capstone verse for all of chapters 13-33 in that God is sovereign.  
Verse 23 has presented difficulties to interpreters.  However it seems to be a comparison between the previous picture of a mighty God protecting and saving us and our state in the world from a functional reality.  Having sailed in my past, I understand the importance of the proper use of the tackle on the boat.  If our tackle does not function properly then our boat is adrift and helpless.  Then anyone, even the lame, could capture us and take the spoil.  But we have our positional reality in which to focus so that our dependence upon God is total.  Perspective is everything in living in this world as a child of God.  Verse 24 is again a picture of that time when we are all living in heaven with the Father for there will be no sickness and no unforgiven sin.  
Chapter 34

This chapter is a powerful poem depicting the effects of God’s wrath upon the nations.

The universal nature of judgment

Isa 34:1 Draw near, O nations, to hear; and listen, O peoples! Let the earth and all it contains hear, and the world and all that springs from it.

Isa 34:2 For the Lord's indignation is against all the nations, And His wrath against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to slaughter.

Isa 34:3 So their slain will be thrown out, And their corpses will give off their stench, And the mountains will be drenched with their blood.

Isa 34:4 And all the host of heaven will wear away, And the sky will be rolled up like a scroll; All their hosts will also wither away As a leaf withers from the vine, Or as one withers from the fig tree.

Verse one is a call to everyone living in the world who is not a child of God.  Remember that the word “peoples” always refers to those living outside of Judah or, in our dispensation, living outside of the will of God.  This is a call to the nations to be sentenced.  The “for” of verse 2 gives the reason for the calling of all nations.  What is present in God’s mind has already been accomplished even if, from our perspective, it is in the distant future.  Because the nations refuse to accept Him as King they “are” all destroyed and given over to slaughter.  The word “so” of verse 3 relates to the fact that what God has planned is already done and now Isaiah switches to the future tense to amplify the certainty of God’s plans.  Dead people are usually buried but when they are left out to rot it is an especially significant act of contempt.  The mountains might seem like an especially safe place to be to avoid an approaching destruction but even there the blood of those who are offensive to God will freely flow.  Verse 4 is probably not literal but a statement that even all of the gods of the enemy will be defeated.  These people looked at the stars as representative of their false gods and that false security will be gone.  
Judgment application to Edom

Isa 34:5 For My sword is satiated in heaven, Behold it shall descend for judgment upon Edom, And upon the people whom I have devoted to destruction.

Isa 34:6 The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, It is sated with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, With the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah, And a great slaughter in the land of Edom.

Isa 34:7 Wild oxen shall also fall with them, And young bulls with strong ones; Thus their land shall be soaked with blood, And their dust become greasy with fat.

Isa 34:8 For the Lord has a day of vengeance, A year of recompense for the cause of Zion.

Isaiah chooses Edom as an example of what will be done to all nations opposed to God because Edom had always been seen as the antithesis to Israel.  From our perspective we see this treatment all the way from Genesis (25:23) to Malachi (1:2-3).  In Isaiah’s time we can see such an attitude toward Edom in several places such as:

2Chron 21:8 “In his days Edom revolted against the rule of Judah, and set up a king over themselves.

2Chron 21:9 Then Jehoram crossed over with his commanders and all his chariots with him. And it came about that he arose by night and struck down the Edomites who were surrounding him and the commanders of the chariots.

2Chron 21:10 So Edom revolted against Judah to this day. Then Libnah revolted at the same time against his rule, because he had forsaken the Lord God of his fathers.”

Joel 3:19 “Egypt will become a waste, And Edom will become a desolate wilderness, Because of the violence done to the sons of Judah, In whose land they have shed innocent blood.

Joel 3:20 But Judah will be inhabited forever, And Jerusalem for all generations.”
So Edom is here used as an example of all Godless nations just as Babylon is used in the book of Revelation.  He begins his description here with the word “for”, which refers back to the general slaying of the previous verse to point out that it is God who accomplishes this defeat.  God has indeed devoted some people to destruction.  Every person belongs to God.  Some will receive mercy and some will receive judgment.  Which will you be?

The destruction of all the Godless nations will be viewed as a great sacrifice.  All sin must result in a sacrifice for all is against the Holy God who is the lawgiver, judge, and King – even for those who will not admit that He is King.  In the midpoint of all history, Jesus became the sacrifice for His people.  For those who are not His people they will be the sacrifice that will last forever.  Jesus is infinite so He can be an infinite sacrifice in a finite amount of time for God’s chosen people.  But nobody else is infinite so a finite being must be a sacrifice in an infinite time period.  

Bozrah is probably the modern Buseirah that is located about 20 miles southeast of the lower end of the Dead Sea and was the major city of Edom.  It is also mentioned later by Isaiah in which he states that only God can conquer the nations:
Isaiah 63:1 Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, This One who is majestic in His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save."

The defeat of Sennacherib was one example of this truth so that all Edoms will fall before God regardless of the human instrumentality.  The reference to wild oxen and young bulls and strong ones is symbolic of the destruction of all the people from the rulers to the meekest inhabitants of the area.  Nobody who resists God will be spared.  The word “for” in verse 8 is used, as always, to give us the reason for what we have been told.  Since God has established a definite time of judgment to pay back all who have offended His Holiness, all the destruction will occur.  The use of the words “day” and “year” serve to indicate a definite time and not some indefinite time.  We should all be ready for that time to come on any given day.  Every day we should begin with a prayer of thanksgiving for being given another day to serve Him and a prayer of praise for His judgment to come.  

Continued comparison to Edom as the typical nation
Isa 34:9 And its streams shall be turned into pitch, And its loose earth into brimstone, And its land shall become burning pitch.

Isa 34:10 It shall not be quenched night or day; Its smoke shall go up forever; From generation to generation it shall be desolate; None shall pass through it forever and ever.

Isa 34:11 But pelican and hedgehog shall possess it, And owl and raven shall dwell in it; And He shall stretch over it the line of desolation And the plumb line of emptiness.

Isa 34:12 Its nobles-- there is no one there Whom they may proclaim king-- And all its princes shall be nothing.

Isa 34:13 And thorns shall come up in its fortified towers, Nettles and thistles in its fortified cities; It shall also be a haunt of jackals And an abode of ostriches.

Isa 34:14 And the desert creatures shall meet with the wolves, The hairy goat also shall cry to its kind; Yes, the night monster shall settle there And shall find herself a resting place.

Isa 34:15 The tree snake shall make its nest and lay eggs there, And it will hatch and gather them under its protection. Yes, the hawks shall be gathered there, Every one with its kind.

Isa 34:16 Seek from the book of the Lord, and read: Not one of these will be missing; None will lack its mate. For His mouth has commanded, And His Spirit has gathered them.

Isa 34:17 And He has cast the lot for them, And His hand has divided it to them by line. They shall possess it forever; From generation to generation they shall dwell in it.

Isaiah now vividly depicts a world that has been reduced to a volcanic landscape.  The pronoun refers to the nations that had opposed God.  The picture he paints is similar to that painted of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 19:24-28).  The 6000 years of mankind’s history has prepared us to be able to bring about such destruction with nuclear holocaust so such a scene is easily visualized by looking at pictures from Japan after we bombed them with nuclear bombs.  We should not take the animals too literally for he is just painting a picture of a landscape devoid of human inhabitants and only inhabited by those creatures who can adapt to such a horrible land.  Some interpret the night monsters to be demonic beings.  The last two verses are a summary and a statement that what God has commanded will occur.  No person who ever opposed God will stand for all will be judged by the Lawgiver.  If anyone does choose to oppose God He will put a division between them and His children and each shall inherit what they have chosen forever.  
Chapter 35

This chapter presents a comparison of the previous chapter depicting judgment and this section showing Edom turned into a garden from being a desert.  

Introduction

Isa 35:1 The wilderness and the desert will be glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; Like the crocus

Isa 35:2 It will blossom profusely And rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, The majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the Lord, The majesty of our God.

Isa 35:3 Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble.

Isa 35:4 Say to those with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; The recompense of God will come, But He will save you."

After reading about how the nations will be turned into a horrible desert we now see that the land will be renewed.  After even a small amount of rain the desert flowers will bloom and turn the desert into a place of beauty.  Of course only God can bring true joy and meaning to a society.  Lebanon, Carmel, and Sharon were symbols of abundance and the desert will be transformed into such places.  Although the word “they” in verse two is not clearly defined, most interpreters think that Isaiah is referring to Israel.  God’s people often asked to see Him and then they will see His glory and majesty.  The exhausted and the feeble refer to the people who had been treated so terribly by the people God brought against them because of their reliance upon themselves instead of worshiping God.  The people of Israel today would probably not thank God for the holocaust but their national identity today is a result of it.  They had scattered throughout the world and become very successful in their separate pursuits.  It would be in God’s revealed character to bring the Nazis against them for the result of their being back in their promised land.  Jesus told us many times to not be anxious.  A Christian who clearly understands the sovereignty and awesomeness of God has no reason to be anxious about anything.  These people had been in some terrible situations and some were anxious.  But Isaiah tells them that God will come and He will come with vengeance.  God will bring about His judgment but He also promises to save His people.  They should rest in that assurance just as we should today.  God has been in the process of coming to His people over the millennia and one day He will come for the last time.  
Mal 3:1 "Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says the Lord of hosts.

Elaboration on promise of salvation

Isa 35:5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.

Isa 35:6 Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah.

Isa 35:7 And the scorched land will become a pool, And the thirsty ground springs of water; In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, Grass becomes reeds and rushes.

The word “then” puts us into the future when these promises will receive their total fulfillment.  Note that there is no promise of future freedom from oppression.  The promises are initially for spiritual vision and hearing although the final kingdom promises physical and spiritual healing.  After the first coming of our Lord, Peter healed a lame person as seen in verse six:
Acts 3:7 “And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened.

Acts 3:8 And with a leap, he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.”

In desert areas there is a particular blessing of water so verses 6 and 7 are of special meaning to those people living in such areas.  God will restore the land to its righteous place.  

Highway upon which the ransomed may come to God

Isa 35:8 And a highway will be there, a roadway, And it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, But it will be for him who walks that way, And fools will not wander on it.

Isa 35:9 No lion will be there, Nor will any vicious beast go up on it; These will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there,

Isa 35:10 And the ransomed of the Lord will return, And come with joyful shouting to Zion, With everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will flee away.

These verses bring the poem to a conclusion.  It is not clear as to whether the highway is for the return of the people from exile or to some future travel of pilgrims to Zion.  It probably has those meanings and more as the poetic license allows for additional meanings rather than mere literalism.  It seems the main point is that when God comes to His people they will come to Him in lives reflecting His character.  The highway is called the Highway of Holiness probably because only the holy people will walk on it and not that it has some special characteristic of producing holiness.  Of course there is a way to holiness that is narrow:
Matt 7:13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it.

Matt 7:14 "For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it.”
The word for “fool” does not mean just a simpleton but a person who is ethically perverse and has purposefully chosen a path opposite to that of God’s truth.  Such a person will not walk on this highway because he has chosen another path – the broad path referred to by Jesus.  Although wild animals were common in the land before its cleansing, now there will be no concern that a lion will be on the highway.  In this time of Israel lions were very common in their land so they were often concerned about coming across such a creature.  In this new time there will be no dangers from such wild animals for only the redeemed will walk that path.  
In verse 10 we see the apex of this eschatological vision.  What a magnificent promise for the redeemed of God!  The end of the highway is the Holy City of Zion and God’s people will come into the city joyfully shouting the praise of the Lord.  They will have joy in their minds and hearts forever.  There will never again be any sorrow or sighing.  We sigh when things don’t turn out as we had hoped but in this future time our hopes and dreams will be consistent with those of God and therefore they will “turn out” just as we had hoped.  We have examined the question of whether or not God can be trusted from chapters 13-35:
Chapters 13-23: God’s lordship over each of the nations is asserted

Chapters 24-27: God is not just a reactor to the works of nations but is the sovereign cause

Chapters 28-33: God’s superiority over human leaders is shown

Chapters 34-35: The ultimate result of all courses of action.

