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Chapter 28
Citing of God’s judgment on Israel:

Isa 28:1 Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, And to the fading flower of its glorious beauty, Which is at the head of the fertile valley Of those who are overcome with wine!

Isa 28:2 Behold, the Lord has a strong and mighty agent; As a storm of hail, a tempest of destruction, Like a storm of mighty overflowing waters, He has cast it down to the earth with His hand.

Isa 28:3 The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim is trodden under foot.

Isa 28:4 And the fading flower of its glorious beauty, Which is at the head of the fertile valley, Will be like the first-ripe fig prior to summer; Which one sees, And as soon as it is in his hand, He swallows it.

Isa 28:5 In that day the Lord of hosts will become a beautiful crown And a glorious diadem to the remnant of His people;

Isa 28:6 A spirit of justice for him who sits in judgment, A strength to those who repel the onslaught at the gate.

Micah, who prophesied during this period, also began his prophecies with reference to Samaria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom:
Micah 1:1 “The word of the Lord which came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

Micah 1:2 Hear, O peoples, all of you; Listen, O earth and all it contains, And let the Lord God be a witness against you, The Lord from His holy temple.

Micah 1:3 For behold, the Lord is coming forth from His place. He will come down and tread on the high places of the earth.

Micah 1:4 The mountains will melt under Him, And the valleys will be split, Like wax before the fire, Like water poured down a steep place.

Micah 1:5 All this is for the rebellion of Jacob And for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the rebellion of Jacob? Is it not Samaria? What is the high place of Judah? Is it not Jerusalem?

Micah 1:6 For I will make Samaria a heap of ruins in the open country, Planting places for a vineyard. I will pour her stones down into the valley, And will lay bare her foundations.

Micah 1:7 All of her idols will be smashed, All of her earnings will be burned with fire, And all of her images I will make desolate, For she collected them from a harlot's earnings, And to the earnings of a harlot they will return.”

The crown seems to be a reference Samaria’s location on a hill and the words “proud crown” is probably meant to conjure the picture of a person wearing a hat tilted to one side in arrogance.  It seems that drinking was a severe problem in the area as also documented by Amos:

Amos 4:1 Hear this word, you cows of Bashan who are on the mountain of Samaria, Who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, Who say to your husbands, "Bring now, that we may drink!"

Amos 6:6 “Who drink wine from sacrificial bowls While they anoint themselves with the finest of oils, Yet they have not grieved over the ruin of Joseph.”

The fading flower seems to indicate that the once proud Samaria has lost its fragrance and its attraction to other cities and nations.  A characteristic of the Hebrew people seems to be their inability to see what is really happening to them.  Hosea captured this meaning also:
Hos 7:9 “Strangers devour his strength, Yet he does not know it; Gray hairs also are sprinkled on him, Yet he does not know it.”

The one who is coming is Assyria and its onslaught will be awful as Isaiah depicts with his colorful language in verse two.  He is also clear in that it is the Lord who is bringing this destruction.  The figs coming before the regular harvest were large and very delicious so that they were eaten quickly and this is a picture of the invasion.  Although the siege lasted three years, it will be but an instant in the eyes of the Lord.  

In verse five the words “in that day” indicate that he has jumped forward to the final time when The Lord of Hosts will be seen as the King.  Every age has its remnants, who are the ones who are able to see past the self-indulgence and greed to the glory of the Lord.  Those who rely upon the Lord will have His sense of justice and strength.  They will be able to stand against all who come against them.  They may not survive physically but they are promised eternal life.  
A sample of what Judah could expect:

Isa 28:7 And these also reel with wine and stagger from strong drink: The priest and the prophet reel with strong drink, They are confused by wine, they stagger from strong drink; They reel while having visions, They totter when rendering judgment.

Isa 28:8 For all the tables are full of filthy vomit, without a single clean place.

Not only are the political leaders drunkards and without honor, the religious leaders are just as bad as any of them.  There is no hope for a country when its politicians and religious leaders are drunk with power and prideful ambitions, which are manifested in their overindulgence in strong drink and other sinful behaviors.  They were supposed to be showing the people the path coming to them by rejecting the King but instead they are drunk and telling them lies that are more pleasant to their ears.  Micah also reported on such actions and how he differed from them:
Micah 3:7 “The seers will be ashamed And the diviners will be embarrassed. Indeed, they will all cover their mouths Because there is no answer from God.

Micah 3:8 On the other hand I am filled with power-- With the Spirit of the Lord-- And with justice and courage To make known to Jacob his rebellious act, Even to Israel his sin.”

Today we have churches that also refuse to preach the truth but rather tickle the ears of the people:

2Tim 4:3 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires;

2Tim 4:4 and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.”

[This verse reminds me of “The Shack”.]
In verse eight Isaiah summarizes the situation by saying that there is not one clean place anywhere from the tables of the poor to the tables of the rich and the religious leaders.  Remember the analogy of our righteousness with filthy rags.  He is totally disgusted.

Isa 28:9 "To whom would He teach knowledge? And to whom would He interpret the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken from the breast?

Isa 28:10 "For He says, 'Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there.'"

Who is available to be taught the truth?  The only ones not totally corrupt are those who have just been recently born!  The age for weaning from milk was 3-5 in the Near East and those just taken from the breast would be younger.  Again Isaiah is being sarcastic as he is so totally disgusted with all the grown people.  It is interesting that so-called adult books and movies are only fit for the socially and religiously immature.  To the drunken leaders the commands of the Lord seem like just simple instructions that are taught to the young but have no meaning to them.  Their logic is so twisted by their demented thoughts that they cannot see that they need to be compared to the simple, straight teachings of God.  The crooked never wish to be compared to the straight.  
Isa 28:11 Indeed, He will speak to this people Through stammering lips and a foreign tongue,

Isa 28:12 He who said to them, "Here is rest, give rest to the weary," And, "Here is repose," but they would not listen.

Isa 28:13 So the word of the Lord to them will be, "Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there," That they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken captive.

Isaiah now turns the mockers words back upon them as he pronounces judgment upon them.  They refused to hear the gentle words of the Lord so they will now hear from the enemy.  The lips and tongue are of the enemy as also recorded in Deuteronomy:
Deut 28:49 “The Lord will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as the eagle swoops down, a nation whose language you shall not understand,”

God had spoken to them about His rest but they would not listen.  There is something about mankind that they would rather depend upon the uncertainties of their own convictions and plans than rest upon the promises of the Sovereign God of the universe!  God must now teach them their “simple” lessons in their defeat as they will stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken captive.  Children cannot be constantly sheltered from the consequences of their sins and of the snares of the world for they will usually not learn unless they taste some defeat.  Seeing a child suffer from his actions is a very difficult time for a parent but we have the perfect Father as an example.  We must sometimes let the children taste defeat and even pain in their sins so that they will learn how to recover and how to not make the same mistakes again.  
Covenant with Egypt will not suffice
The focus shifts to Jerusalem
Isa 28:14 Therefore, hear the word of the Lord, O scoffers, Who rule this people who are in Jerusalem,
Isa 28:15 Because you have said, "We have made a covenant with death, And with Sheol we have made a pact. The overwhelming scourge will not reach us when it passes by, For we have made falsehood our refuge and we have concealed ourselves with deception."

The word “therefore” relates to the previous statement of judgment on Samaria.  Since Samaria will receive a great judgment, Jerusalem should learn from the warning.  Scoffers is the strongest word used in the Old Testament to describe sinners.  The word is also used in:

Psa 1:1 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

Psa 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.

This person not only chooses against God himself but he also mocks those who do serve the Lord and teaches others to turn from His ways.  I am reminded of the proud atheists of today who mock Christians for their beliefs and try to teach the world the way of anti-God in the war in which we are involved (Dawkins comes quickly to mind as a scoffer).  When the leaders are scoffers it becomes increasingly difficult for the people like Joe the Plumber to be faithful and bold in their dependence upon the Lord.  As the courts of our day become more liberal and abortion and gay marriage become more common, our country will be hardly recognizable as a Christian nation in any sense of the word.  

By saying that they have made a covenant with death, Isaiah may have been literal in saying that they have made pacts with the underworld.  However it is more likely that he is being sarcastic since their covenant with Egypt will result in death.  Of course the gods of Egypt are false and representative of the underworld and they have no power to help them.  Isaiah uses sarcasm again when he says that they have made a pretend refuge with “falsehood” since the promises of Egypt are lies and they will not stand with them.  They think that they have concealed themselves from the wrath of God coming through the Assyrians by being deceptive and making a pact with an enemy of God.  How silly we humans can be!  There is no power that can stand against God and making a pact with the devil will only grease the slide into destruction.  

Isa 28:16 Therefore thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.

Isa 28:17 "And I will make justice the measuring line, And righteousness the level; Then hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, And the waters shall overflow the secret place.

Isa 28:18 "And your covenant with death shall be canceled, And your pact with Sheol shall not stand; When the overwhelming scourge passes through, Then you become its trampling place.

Because of their sinfulness, God will indeed place a true level in the land.  Of course Jesus it the true foundation upon which we should build as we are clearly told in the New Testament:
Luke 6:47 "Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will show you whom he is like:

Luke 6:48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the rock; and when a flood rose, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.

Matt 21:42 Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures, 'The stone which the builders rejected, This became the chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes'?

Acts 4:11 "He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the very corner stone.

Eph 2:20 having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,

1Peter 2:6 For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed."

1Peter 2:7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very corner stone,"

We do not know if Isaiah was looking ahead to Jesus or if he were referring to another true measuring rod such as the Law, the Temple, or some other revelations of Yahweh that points eventually to Jesus.  Those who trust in the Lord may not have great success in the world but they can rest in knowing that their eternal destiny is fixed and they can have true peace.  Righteousness will be the leveling rod and external catastrophes will destroy even the secret place in which people think they can hide.  No place will be safe from the judgment of God.
No covenant made with anyone other than God will survive.  The Assyrian scourge will wipe away everyone not in a covenant relationship with Him.  
Isa 28:19 "As often as it passes through, it will seize you. For morning after morning it will pass through, anytime during the day or night. And it will be sheer terror to understand what it means."

Isa 28:20 The bed is too short on which to stretch out, And the blanket is too small to wrap oneself in.

This prophecy is very much in accord with Assyrian records of how their armies would come again and again into an area as they killed and pillaged the land.  The attacks could come at any time and they lasted for three years.  Certainly it will be sheer terror to truly understand the truth of these attacks that God will bring on the area as judgment.  Verse 20 paints the picture that the covenant made with Egypt will not give them any rest or protection.  

Isa 28:21 For the Lord will rise up as at Mount Perazim, He will be stirred up as in the valley of Gibeon; To do His task, His unusual task, And to work His work, His extraordinary work.

Isa 28:22 And now do not carry on as scoffers, Lest your fetters be made stronger; For I have heard from the Lord God of hosts, Of decisive destruction on all the earth.

Now Isaiah gives a summation (indicated with the beginning word “for”).  At Mount Perazim and at Gibeon God rose up to fight for His people and against His enemies:
1Chron 14:11 “So they came up to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there; and David said, "God has broken through my enemies by my hand, like the breakthrough of waters." Therefore they named that place Baal-perazim.”
Joshua 10:10 And the Lord confounded them before Israel, and He slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and pursued them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon, and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah.

But God’s enemies are those who disobey Him and His enemies are now the people who originally were His people.  So God will indeed rise up to do what He does but His work will now bring judgment upon Jerusalem.  Isaiah tells them again to repent.  If they carry on as scoffers the chains that bind them into sin will become even stronger.  He then tells them that what he is saying is the absolute truth because the Lord of Hosts has told him of the decisive destruction coming upon all the earth.  

God must break up the soil for the ultimate benefit of His people
Isa 28:23 Give ear and hear my voice, Listen and hear my words.

Isa 28:24 Does the farmer plow continually to plant seed? Does he continually turn and harrow the ground?

Isa 28:25 Does he not level its surface, And sow dill and scatter cummin, And plant wheat in rows, Barley in its place, and rye within its area?

Isa 28:26 For his God instructs and teaches him properly.

Isa 28:27 For dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge, Nor is the cartwheel driven over cummin; But dill is beaten out with a rod, and cummin with a club.

Isa 28:28 Grain for bread is crushed, Indeed, he does not continue to thresh it forever. Because the wheel of his cart and his horses eventually damage it, He does not thresh it longer.

Isa 28:29 This also comes from the Lord of hosts, Who has made His counsel wonderful and His wisdom great.

Isaiah begins this section with a statement to make sure that everyone knows what follows is very important.  They are told to listen and to hear his words.  We all listen to a lot more than we really hear!  He does not explain what he is saying but he is using a parable for what God is about to do from the life of the simple farmer who is wise in the ways of his vocation.  The farmer knows the fundamentals of the process of farming to obtain the most and best harvest and the analogy to the work of God should be clear.   Their worldly leaders are proposing actions against what a farmer knows to do.  It seems particularly evident that one must prepare the soil before planting but one does not continue to plow all season.  I am reminded of the parable Jesus told of the seeds, which has the applicable verse:

Matt 13:8 “And others fell on the good soil, and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.”

God has to first prepare the soil before the seed (the Word of God) can yield spiritual fruit.

In verse 26, Isaiah says that God instructs people in the physical realm and His instructions are also in the spiritual realm.  God alone is the Creator of life and He follows His principles orderly as the farmer must also in the physical realm.  There is order to the farming process regarding what types of seed are planted according to their basic needs and similarly God brings forth His spiritual yield according to His desires.  In verse 28 we are told that God does thresh the wheat to remove the chaff but He does not just continue to do so past the point of having achieved His purpose of purification of the crop.  

All of these processes have a spiritual application that the leaders in Isaiah’s time refused to understand for they continued in their wasteful way of leadership.  He ends this section by reiterating that this wise counsel is from the Lord.  Any who refuse to hear His counsel will suffer the consequences of His judgment.  
Chapter 29

Coming judgment of Jerusalem:
Isa 29:1 Woe, O Ariel, Ariel the city where David once camped! Add year to year, observe your feasts on schedule.

Isa 29:2 And I will bring distress to Ariel, And she shall be a city of lamenting and mourning; And she shall be like an Ariel to me.

Isa 29:3 And I will camp against you encircling you, And I will set siege works against you, And I will raise up battle towers against you.

Isa 29:4 Then you shall be brought low; From the earth you shall speak, And from the dust where you are prostrate, Your words shall come. Your voice shall also be like that of a spirit from the ground, And your speech shall whisper from the dust.

Woe translates the Hebrew word “hoy” and this is the second in this series of his prophecies (28:1 is the first) and it appears twice in this chapter (29:15).  It certainly signifies coming judgment.  The word “Ariel” is a bit of a mystery but it seems to mean “altar-hearth” and certainly represents Jerusalem (city where David once camped).  The Temple contained an altar-hearth for sacrifices and in verse two Isaiah tells us that Jerusalem will become like such to God.  The city is going to then become a giant burning altar to God.  God originally empowered David to conquer Jerusalem when it was a Jebusite stronghold and now He was going to lead an army against it.  
The popular principle of sacrifice had led the people in the eighth century BC to become too reliant upon the sacrifice itself and not to the mindset that should accompany any sacrifice.  God warned people many times about how He did not desire such sacrifice but a pure mind.  Here are some examples:

1sa 15:22 And Samuel said, "Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.

Hos 6:6 For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, And in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

Hos 8:13 As for My sacrificial gifts, They sacrifice the flesh and eat it, But the Lord has taken no delight in them. Now He will remember their iniquity, And punish them for their sins; They will return to Egypt.

Matt 9:13 "But go and learn what this means, 'I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

Matt 12:7 "But if you had known what this means, 'I desire compassion, and not a sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the innocent.

The final sacrifice was made by Jesus:  

Rom 12:1 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Since Jesus destroyed the Temple in 70 AD there have not been any altar-hearths available for people to make the sacrifices.  Over 1,000,000 Jews were killed in that three year siege by the Roman armies.  Since the time of Christ we are to only give ourselves as living sacrifices to God, which He will gladly receive:

Eph 5:2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Are we today in a similar mindset about going to “church” on Sunday as the people of Old Testament times were concerning sacrifices?  Do we think that we have done our “duty” by attending a church service regardless of our thoughts about the attendance?  Exactly why do most Americans attend church services Sunday?  We should attend with an attitude of self-sacrifice.  I am afraid that our country is in a similar state as was Jerusalem at the time of this prophecy by Isaiah.  Perhaps we are about to be besieged by God also!

There will come a time when the Assyrians will encircle the city as they wall it off so nobody can enter or leave it.  But it will really be God in the form of the Assyrians.  The towers the Assyrians used where great wheeled towers with a battering ram on the bottom and places for attackers on the top.  God declares that these towers are placed outside the city by God.  The siege works were just everything used in the attack on the city.  In verse four Isaiah clearly tells the people that they will not be able to even offer a meaningful outcry in the death of the city and them.  They would have had great fear at this announcement but they feared the wrong person:
Luke 12:4 "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.

God will later deliver Judah from its enemies:
Isa 29:5 But the multitude of your enemies shall become like fine dust, And the multitude of the ruthless ones like the chaff which blows away; And it shall happen instantly, suddenly.

Isa 29:6 From the Lord of hosts you will be punished with thunder and earthquake and loud noise, With whirlwind and tempest and the flame of a consuming fire.

Isa 29:7 And the multitude of all the nations who wage war against Ariel, Even all who wage war against her and her stronghold, and who distress her, Shall be like a dream, a vision of the night.

Isa 29:8 And it will be as when a hungry man dreams-- And behold, he is eating; But when he awakens, his hunger is not satisfied, Or as when a thirsty man dreams-- And behold, he is drinking, But when he awakens, behold, he is faint, And his thirst is not quenched. Thus the multitude of all the nations shall be, Who wage war against Mount Zion.

There is ultimately good news!  Isaiah now tells them that God is able to save them even after such horrible defeats.  He always promises a remnant and, if America is so attacked from within or without, God will also spare a remnant.  Terrible punishment will come upon Jerusalem from God (verse six) but that time will pass and God will still be sovereign.  Verse eight refers to the physical enemies who thought that they had succeeded in wiping out Jerusalem but their victory will be as a dream and not ultimately of reality.  If we could just work to obtain the perspective of God, we could have peace and no anxiety.  Nobody will be ultimately successful in waging war against Mount Zion.  God is sovereign!  
Blindness from God
Isa 29:9 Be delayed and wait. Blind yourselves and be blind. They become drunk, but not with wine; They stagger, but not with strong drink.

Isa 29:10 For the Lord has poured over you a spirit of deep sleep, He has shut your eyes, the prophets; And He has covered your heads, the seers.

Isa 29:11 And the entire vision shall be to you like the words of a sealed book, which when they give it to the one who is literate, saying, "Please read this," he will say, "I cannot, for it is sealed."

Isa 29:12 Then the book will be given to the one who is illiterate, saying, "Please read this." And he will say, "I cannot read."

It seems that Isaiah becomes exasperated with the leaders and in essence says, “Go ahead and continue in your blindness and act like someone who is drunk with strong drink.  Your problem is not from drink but from your refusal to listen and obey God and He now makes it certain that you cannot see and hear the truth.”  This application is excellent and is repeated in the New Testament also as revealed by the verses below:
2Cor 4:3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,

2Cor 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
1Cor 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

Acts 28:26 saying,' Go to this people and say, "You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; And you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive;
Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them.

Rom 1:26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural,

Rom 1:28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,

John 3:19 "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.

Matt 13:15 For the heart of this people has become dull, And with their ears they scarcely hear, And they have closed their eyes Lest they should see with their eyes, And hear with their ears, And understand with their heart and return, And I should heal them.'

Matt 13:16 "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.

John 12:40 "He has blinded their eyes, and He hardened their heart; lest they see with their eyes, and perceive with their heart, and be converted, and I heal them."
Unless God opens our eyes and removes the veil we cannot read His Book.  The pews today are filled with people who depend upon the “preacher” to read for them but if they cannot read the Book themselves then they are not God’s people.  Woe to many churches in America!  
Immorality’s Result
Isa 29:13 Then the Lord said, "Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,

Isa 29:14 Therefore behold, I will once again deal marvelously with this people, wondrously marvelous; And the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, And the discernment of their discerning men shall be concealed. "

I remember when I was in another denomination and the congregation was told to repeat the Apostle’s Creed.  Most people had it memorized but I knew many of those people in the world outside of the church and their walk did not match the talk.  I was terrified that these people were saying such holy words and walking such evil walks for I knew that big judgment awaited such people.  
Heb 6:4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,

Heb 6:5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

Heb 6:6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.
Heb 10:26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
2Peter 2:21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them.

In Isaiah’s time the people were in a similar mindset as their religion was being treated just like a pagan religion.  This distillation of Jewish worship and now Christianity to a series of do’s and don’ts is religion but it is not truly worshiping God and is the reason why I am so adamant about Christianity not being called a religion.  I am afraid that many people who call themselves Christians because they are obeying some rudimentary rules and regulations are self-deceived and will face a horrible judgment.  Of course God will save His remnant so I am not afraid that someone who could be saved is not going to be saved for God will save His people.  But our churches are bloated with falsehood just as at the time of Isaiah.  

God will also bring the people back from the impending captivity.  He will also bring His current people out of their worship of humanism and other pagan religions posing as Christianity.  Today, just as then, we need to rely upon the wisdom of God:

1Cor 2:4 And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

1Cor 2:5 that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Secret plans with Egypt
Isa 29:15 Woe to those who deeply hide their plans from the Lord, And whose deeds are done in a dark place, And they say, "Who sees us?" or "Who knows us?"

Isa 29:16 You turn things around! Shall the potter be considered as equal with the clay, That what is made should say to its maker, "He did not make me"; Or what is formed say to him who formed it, "He has no understanding"?

We now come to the third woe of chapters 29-33.  The first was to the drunkards of Ephraim, the second was to David’s city, and now this one is a summation of the first two and how foolish it is to think that the created knows more than the Creator.  These people had the audacity to depend upon a pact with an enemy of God rather than with God.  If our country thinks that it can be dependent upon some man as President rather then with God then we have made a similar choice as these people.  They thought that they could hide their plans from God!  They should have read their literature:

Psa 139:7 Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence?

Psa 139:8 If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there.

Psa 139:9 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,

Psa 139:10 Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay hold of me.

Psa 139:11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night,"

Psa 139:12 Even the darkness is not dark to Thee, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to Thee.
I had trouble with this potter/clay concept before I was born again for I thought too highly of myself.  But now I know that my thoughts are more often wrong than right and I must depend upon God.  He also created some people to be His instruments to punish people claiming to follow Him even though the punishers were not suited for permanent life with Him:
Rom 9:21 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use?

God is God and we must not pretend in any way to be wiser than He is.  

Psa 100:3 Know that the Lord Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.
The result pleasing to God

Isa 29:17 Is it not yet just a little while Before Lebanon will be turned into a fertile field, And the fertile field will be considered as a forest?

Isa 29:18 And on that day the deaf shall hear words of a book, And out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see.

Isa 29:19 The afflicted also shall increase their gladness in the Lord, And the needy of mankind shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

Isa 29:20 For the ruthless will come to an end, and the scorner will be finished, Indeed all who are intent on doing evil will be cut off;

Isa 29:21 Who cause a person to be indicted by a word, And ensnare him who adjudicates at the gate, And defraud the one in the right with meaningless arguments.
Even though the common people must bear the punishment on their nation for the sins of their leaders, God will redeem His people.  In many places Lebanon is symbolic for the mighty (2:13, 10:34, 33:9, 35:2, 60:13) so that meaning is probably carried here also.  Therefore there will be a time when there is a reversal of positions in the world.  Thus the mighty will fall but God’s common people will flourish.  Jesus also told us of this result:
Matt 5:5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

In verse 18 Isaiah tells us that one day those who are now spiritually blind and deaf will be made to see and hear the words of the Book.  God will make them a receptive soil for His seeds.  The afflicted of verse 19 probably refer to the same people of verse 18 in that those who have been partakers in the tribulations that God unleashes on His enemies will receive joy from the Lord for they were not the intended people for lasting punishment.  These people will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.  There will no longer be present any who are ruthless and scorners (or scoffers).  In that final day the people who did evil will be gone and those who defrauded people in courts (gates) by lies and meaningless arguments will also cease to exist with God’s people.  

This happened at Pentecost and we still wait for its ultimate fulfillment:
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb,

Rev 22:2 in the middle of its street. And on either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

Rev 22:3 And there shall no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His bond-servants shall serve Him;

Rev 22:4 and they shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.

Rev 22:5 And there shall no longer be any night; and they shall not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign forever and ever.

Isa 29:22 Therefore thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, "Jacob shall not now be ashamed, nor shall his face now turn pale;

Isa 29:23 But when he sees his children, the work of My hands, in his midst, They will sanctify My name; Indeed, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, And will stand in awe of the God of Israel.

Isa 29:24 "And those who err in mind will know the truth, And those who criticize will accept instruction.

These verses offer a summation of chapters 28 and 29.  There will come a time when all will know that He is Lord:
Ezek 36:22 "Therefore, say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord God," It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went.

Ezek 36:23 "And I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord," declares the Lord God, "when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight.

Phil 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth,

God did redeem Abraham by calling him out of Ur, just as He called each of us out of our sin life.  The shame of Jacob is probably referring to the dispersion of many people of Israel from the land because of their sin.  Jacob would have paled at the sight of his “children” being so punished.  But Jacob would literally be excited at how God redeemed the remnant and returned them to the land.  When He is said to be sanctified, that is to declare to the entire world that He is God and the only one who can lay claim to the title Holy One.  God is “other” in name and character and will be so recognized.  Everyone will completely stand in awe of the God of Israel as we now pray that His name is hallowed (sanctified):
Matt 6:9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.

Deliverance results in praise, which then results in understanding.  God saves through grace alone and then meditation on His Word brings understanding.  It is significant that the Law follows the Exodus.  People want to understand and then believe but God works in the reverse order.  The same stumbling block exists today in our churches as people want a reasonable explanation of God before they will believe in Him.  But if God does not first work in our justification we will continue to have a veil over our eyes and not be able to read the Book and understand God.  
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