Isaiah

Fall, 2008 Bible Study
Lesson Nine

Chapter 24
This chapter speaks to a universal judgment, making no mention to a particular nation or historical event.  It is rather a summation of judgments in chapters 13-23 and even further to include all of the enemies of God.

Isa 24:1 “Behold, the Lord lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface, and scatters its inhabitants.

Isa 24:2 And the people will be like the priest, the servant like his master, the maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller, the lender like the borrower, the creditor like the debtor.

Isa 24:3 The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the Lord has spoken this word.”
These verses form an introduction to the chapter.  The use of the Hebrew word translated “earth” leaves no doubt that the entire earth is to be judged.  The earth is to be laid waste, devastated, distorted and its people scattered.  This is reminiscent of Jesus saying:
Mark 13:8 “For nation will arise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be famines. These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.”

The flood also had a similar effect upon the earth but we know that there will never be another such flood.  The scattering of the people is similar to that at the tower of Babel:

Gen 11:9 “Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth.”

In verse two Isaiah mentions many categories of people to state that the devastation and scattering will not be a respecter of people.  The only righteousness respected by God is His own:

Phil 3:9 “and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,”

Verse three reiterates the total destruction of the earth and Isaiah gives proof of his message by stating that the Lord says so.  He is stating that what is to happen is an absolute certainty.  
Isa 24:4 “The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people of the earth fade away.

Isa 24:5 The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant.

Isa 24:6 Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.”
Verse three reminds me of Paul’s comment:
Rom 8:20 “For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope

Rom 8:21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

Rom 8:22 “For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.”

Creation groans because its inhabitants make it suffer.  We talk today about the inhabitants of the earth polluting the earth but those sayings are restricted to physical polluting such as from CO2 and other such pollutants.  But the kind of pollution that is at issue here is the pollution of sin.  The breaking of the commands of God is of far more serious consequences than the pollution of the atmosphere.  We pollute the “air” with out TV and radio programs and with our conversations that are contrary to purity as defined by God.  The pollution of the earth by the sins of the inhabitants can only be measured by the Lord and He will one day cease to put up with such activities. 
Because people have so perturbed the creation from its original purity God’s curse will devour the land and the people will be held guilty.  There will be no reprieve when God affects His judgment because all are guilty and they will be burned, leaving only a few.   
Isa 24:7 “The new wine mourns, The vine decays, All the merry-hearted sigh.

Isa 24:8 The gaiety of tambourines ceases, The noise of revelers stops, The gaiety of the harp ceases.

Isa 24:9 They do not drink wine with song; Strong drink is bitter to those who drink it.”
Much celebration had been occurring as people did not repent and just enjoyed themselves much like as described by Jesus:

Matt 24:37 “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.

Matt 24:38 For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,”
But when judgment strikes the entire earth all such silliness will stop and there will be no enjoyment in the former entertainment.  

Isa 24:10 “The city of chaos is broken down; Every house is shut up so that none may enter.

Isa 24:11 There is an outcry in the streets concerning the wine; All joy turns to gloom. The gaiety of the earth is banished.

Isa 24:12 Desolation is left in the city, And the gate is battered to ruins.

Isa 24:13 For thus it will be in the midst of the earth among the peoples, As the shaking of an olive tree, As the gleanings when the grape harvest is over.”
Many attempts have been made to try to identify the city and probably all of them are a waste of time for the reference is to organized human society much like the mention of Babylon in Revelation is also not to a specific city.  Houses are either shut up by outside rubble or the people have barricaded themselves within their homes for safety from marauders.  Carol and I often kid about not leaving home for the world is too weird and in this time such is true.  The people outside wish that they could find wine to drink to help them forget about their misery but there is not even that type of escape available.  The previous joy over their superiority and accomplishments is gone and now only misery at their impending judgment is present.  The people feel alone because they have rejected the Lord and the entrance to the city is open so that there will be easy access by the invading armies.  The only food remaining will be that which formerly was left available for the poor.  
Isa 24:14 They raise their voices, they shout for joy. They cry out from the west concerning the majesty of the Lord.

Isa 24:15 Therefore glorify the Lord in the east, The name of the Lord, the God of Israel In the coastlands of the sea.

Isa 24:16a From the ends of the earth we hear songs, "Glory to the Righteous One," 
Interspersed with judgment comes praise.  It is difficult to know who these people are who are praising the Lord.  Some think that verse 13 refers to a remnant left alive and then the remnant is the ones praising the Lord.  Some think that these people are the Gentiles that are saved because of the reference to the west and to the coastlands of the sea.  It seems better to not be concerned about the identity of these people but to recognize that Isaiah is saying that there will be people left to give true praises and glory to the Lord and that they will be from all the earth (east to the west and from the ends of the earth).  
Isa 24:16b But I say, "Woe to me! Woe to me! Alas for me! The treacherous deal treacherously, And the treacherous deal very treacherously."

Isa 24:17 Terror and pit and snare Confront you, O inhabitant of the earth.

Isa 24:18 Then it will be that he who flees the report of disaster will fall into the pit, And he who climbs out of the pit will be caught in the snare; For the windows above are opened, and the foundations of the earth shake.

Isa 24:19 The earth is broken asunder, The earth is split through, The earth is shaken violently.

Isa 24:20 The earth reels to and fro like a drunkard, And it totters like a shack, For its transgression is heavy upon it, And it will fall, never to rise again.

Isaiah ends the interlude of praise as he is aghast at the horrible treachery of the people who have rejected God.  This reminds me of Romans 1 as all know that God exists but they reject that knowledge and revel in their sins.  Isaiah is so struck by this awful behavior that he emphasizes it by repetition.  There is no meaning to life apart from God and when people reject that reality they are then doomed to the pit.  The reference is to people throughout the world.  Some will think that they have escaped from judgment but will then fall back into it so that even some slight relief will seem worse when sure disaster is faced.  There will be terrible earthquakes that will literally swallow people so that even what they thought was a firm foundation is broken.  This reminds me of:
Luke 6:47 "Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will show you whom he is like:

Luke 6:48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the rock; and when a flood rose, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.

Luke 6:49 "But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house upon the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great."

The present earth will one day be destroyed by fire and perhaps this is what Isaiah sees in the future.  Those who depend upon the stability of the earth are foolish for only God is forever.

2Peter 3:7 But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
Isa 24:21 So it will happen in that day, That the Lord will punish the host of heaven, on high, And the kings of the earth, on earth.

Isa 24:22 And they will be gathered together Like prisoners in the dungeon, And will be confined in prison; And after many days they will be punished.

Isa 24:23 Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, For the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, And His glory will be before His elders.

Isaiah uses the first of verse 21 to state that a sure time will occur when the wicked will be punished and the righteous will be rewarded.  The reference to the host of heaven and the kings of the earth means that all who oppose God will be punished.  The host of heaven often referred to pagan gods and the spiritual forces who were opposed to God.  The temporary confinement is reminiscent of texts in Revelation where we also see an imprisonment of Satan and his forces that are bound from influencing nations for a certain time period.  The use of the words “many days” can refer to some indeterminate time period from our perspective.  To my way of thinking this is the time from the resurrection of Christ until His final return.  
Of course the sun and the moon were important to these people and their splendor seemed far above everything earthly.  But compared to the final glory of God the shining of the moon and the sun are inconsequential.  Finally God alone will be King and His glory alone will be present for all to see.  
Chapter 25

This chapter and the next two are difficult to interpret because of the mix of the psalm of thanksgiving and the eschatological prophecy.  The unifying concept is that of the city and the mountain as Mount Zion. 

Isa 25:1 O Lord, Thou art my God; I will exalt Thee, I will give thanks to Thy name; For Thou hast worked wonders, Plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.

Isa 25:2 For Thou hast made a city into a heap, A fortified city into a ruin; A palace of strangers is a city no more, It will never be rebuilt.

Isa 25:3 Therefore a strong people will glorify Thee; Cities of ruthless nations will revere Thee.

Isa 25:4 For Thou hast been a defense for the helpless, A defense for the needy in his distress, A refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat; For the breath of the ruthless Is like a rain storm against a wall.

Isa 25:5 Like heat in drought, Thou dost subdue the uproar of aliens; Like heat by the shadow of a cloud, the song of the ruthless is silenced.

Isaiah uses a sense of personal relationship to God in this first verse and we should all use the same terminology.  We should also always exalt Him and give thanks to Him in everything.

1Thess 5:18 “in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”
God’s plans were made regarding everything from before the foundation of the world was established by Him and no changes were ever made and no changes will ever be made.  God is sovereign over all.  Again, the city here does not refer to any particular city but to the workings of humanity apart from following God.  He will destroy all of the cities of man.  Even the cities that mankind thought were fortified against any foreseeable attack He will destroy.  The strangers are those who refused to acknowledge God so they were strangers to Him in the same sense that Jesus told about:
Matt 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

Matt 7:22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'

Matt 7:23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.'

The cities of man will never be rebuilt after the final judgment of God.  The only cities that will exist after that time will be those dedicated to Him.  The people that had appeared strong and ruthless before will be tamed by God and they will revere Him.  The Gentiles of the time of Isaiah were the Assyrians and the Babylonians and others and they will be used by God to punish those who rejected God and to discipline His chosen people.  However some of them will repent and worship God.  The work that God did for His people will be recognized by the Gentiles and will be one means used by God to convert them.  God had been the refuge for His people ever since the Exodus from Egypt:
Deut 33:27 "The eternal God is a dwelling place, And underneath are the everlasting arms; And He drove out the enemy from before you, And said, 'Destroy!'

Shade protects people from the unrelenting heat of a dessert and a wall protects people from sudden downpours.  God functions as the protector so that He is the perfect defense.  

Isa 25:6 And the Lord of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined, aged wine.

Isa 25:7 And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, Even the veil which is stretched over all nations.

Isa 25:8 He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the Lord has spoken.

Now Isaiah returns to the blessing signified by a lavish banquet for everyone and of course this category includes only those people chosen by God but from all over the world.  The mountain is not very significant in a worldly sense when compared to the Alps or the Rocky Mountains but it is the Lord’s mountain so it is of eternal significance.  These people will not have to worry about their cholesterol so they receive the fatty portions of the meat that had originally been reserved for sacrifices for God:
Lev 3:3 'And from the sacrifice of the peace offerings, he shall present an offering by fire to the Lord, the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails,

Lev 4:8 'And he shall remove from it all the fat of the bull of the sin offering: the fat that covers the entrails, and all the fat which is on the entrails,

Lev 4:9 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, which is on the loins, and the lobe of the liver, which he shall remove with the kidneys

The refined and aged wine had been allowed to strengthen by leaving the dregs in the wine after the fermentation process.  The wine was the strained and was clear and strong.  The significance here is that the meat and the wine would be the fineness like only the very rich had been able to afford but now it was available for all of His people at this banquet.  The covering over all of the people is what separates us from Him.  When Isaiah states that God will swallow the covering he means that it will be totally taken away like something taken into a black hole.  The veil is added as extra and may refer to that veil that keeps people from understanding God:

2Cor 3:14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.

2Cor 3:15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart;

2Cor 3:16 but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

God will also cover up death forever.  All of us await death but one day God will totally abolish death.  
Rom 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

Death has already been defeated by the work of Jesus:
1Cor 15:54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory.

1Cor 15:55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"

1Cor 15:56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;

1Cor 15:57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

1Cor 15:26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death.

2Tim 1:10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,

Rev 1:18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.

Rev 20:14 And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.

Rev 21:4 and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away. "

Rev 21:8 "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

He concluded this section with the certainty of it all occurring because the Lord has spoken and only He is sovereign.  

Isa 25:9 And it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation."

Verses 9-12 return to song.  We have been waiting for what seems like a very long time but one day the waiting will be over and He will establish the new heavens and the new earth.  
Psa 39:7 "And now, Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in Thee.

Psa 147:11 The Lord favors those who fear Him, Those who wait for His lovingkindness.

Lam 3:25 The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him.

Phil 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

Those who patiently wait for Him to act in His time forego instant gratification and place our hope in Him as we know that He is sovereign and will bring about that glorious day when it pleases Him.  We all should just rejoice that we are His children and not worry about the details that have been decided before the foundation of the world was even laid.  Those who truly are His children will wait and not grow weary.  

Isa 25:10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain, And Moab will be trodden down in his place As straw is trodden down in the water of a manure pile.

Isa 25:11 And he will spread out his hands in the middle of it As a swimmer spreads out his hands to swim, But the Lord will lay low his pride together with the trickery of his hands.

Isa 25:12 And the unassailable fortifications of your walls He will bring down, Lay low, and cast to the ground, even to the dust.

Here we have the glorious promise that God will rest His hand on the mountain as a symbol of His protection of His people and He will punish His enemies.  Note carefully the antecedents of the pronouns.  In every case the “he” refers to the sinners represented symbolically by Moab.  Straw trodden down in the water of a manure pile produces a quicksand that will suck someone down in the more he struggles and this is the illustration used by Isaiah.  God is going to destroy the pride and the trickery of mankind and all the fortifications that they had erected will be brought down by God so that they are like dust that will be blown away by the wind.
God is sovereign.  Wait on Him.

