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During the time of the Divided Kingdom, 870—400 B.C. (470 years!),  God sent many prophets to Israel and Judah encouraging them to obedience and warning them of the consequences of their unfaithfulness.  This period of time is covered by approximately two-thirds by volume of the Old Testament—so it must be important.

So, what is a prophet?  A prophet is one who is divinely inspired to announce or communicate God’s will to His people and to disclose the future to them.  The first prophet was Abel (Luke 11:51) who offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain . . . and though he is dead, he still speaks (Heb. 11:4).  Abel foretold a better covenant through Jesus.  God sent many prophets throughout history—many of whom did not write books, such as Nathan (1 Kings 1:22), Elijah (1 Kings 18:22, 36), Elisha (2 Kings 6:12), Agabus (Acts 21:10).  The greatest Prophet of all is, of course, Jesus.  (Matt. 21:11, John 6:14)
There are also women identified in Scripture as prophetess: 
Miriam (Gen. 15:20), Deborah (Judg. 4:4), Huldah (2 Kings 22:14, 2 Chron 34:22), Isaiah’s wife 
who bore him a son (Isa. 8:3), four virgin daughters (Acts 21:9), and Anna (Luke 2:36).
Evil prophetesses Noadiah (Neh. 6:14), Jezebel, who called herself a prophetess (Rev. 2:20).
There are false prophets also recorded in Scripture.  God warns against those who would claim to prophesy against God’s revealed truth (Deut. 13:1—5, 18:20—22).  The test of a true prophet is one who speaks for God and is ALWAYS right! (Jer. 28:9)  The New Testament warns of false prophets in the church  (Matt. 7:15; 24:11, 24; Mark 13:38; Luke 6:26; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 John 4:1).
This course will be an overview or survey of the twelve minor prophets in the Old Testament.  They are called “minor” prophets because their books are small even though their message is large.  The “major” prophets are Isaiah, Jeremiah (Lamentations), Ezekiel and Daniel.  There are twelve minor prophets which we will study in chronological order:   Joel,  Jonah,  Amos,  Hosea,  Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah,  Habakkuk,  Obadiah,  Haggai,  Zechariah, and  Malachi.  (See attached charts.)

This study is much more than a history lesson.  Biblical prophecy reveals man’s sinful nature, the consequences of sin and unfaithfulness, and the blessings of repentance and obedience.  Also God’s love for His people, His sovereignty, His holiness, and many other attributes of God are revealed.  Prophecy informs God’s children about things to come, warns us, prepares us, and comforts us in difficult times.  Prophecy gives us a longer view of history and God’s dealings with His people.
Much prophecy has already been fulfilled and serves to give us purpose—here and now.  Jesus told His disciples that He told them things before they came to pass, so that when they did occur, they would believe that He is the Messiah (John 13:19).  It is our witness to unbelievers, it builds our confidence in God’s providence, and urges our commitment to obedience.  
Understanding God’s faithfulness and purpose in all things helps us to have a deeper dependence on Christ and to be obedient to Him.  Unfulfilled prophecy concerning the return of Christ gives urgency to repentance and intercessary prayer for other people and nations.  We know that time is limited and this world will not go on forever in opposition to God.

A very brief introduction to the 12 minor prophets of the Old Testament.
Joel
Not much is known about this prophet, including the dates of his prophecy.  His message 
concerning the devastation of Judah is followed by a message of hope and revival.

Jonah
“Wrong Way Jonah” is a well known record of a reluctant prophet and how God used him to 
show mercy not only to a pagan nation but also to Israel and the prophet himself!
Amos
The prophecies of Amos confirm that God indeed rules over all His creation and judges


all nations for their sins.

Hosea
God’s message to Israel as their conquest by Assyria neared.  Hosea obeyed God in a living 
demonstration of Israel’s unfaithfulness and sinfulness as well as God’s patience and 
forgiveness.
Micah
As crisis nears for Israel, Micah warns Judah not to follow the corruption of Israel and suffer 
the same consequence.
Nahum  Nahum speaks of two sides of God’s character:  The protector of His people, and the

destroyer of His enemies.  In this book, Assyria’s sins are numbered as are her days.

Zephaniah
Zephaniah confronts Judah about their sins against God.  Judah is warned about the 
day of God’s anger against them, that He will destroy their idols and punish their leaders.
Habakkuk   Habakkuk has a clear understanding of God’s holiness and the necessity for His people 
to live by faith in Him and from Him.
Obadiah    Through Obadiah God judges Edom for their arrogance and for delighting over Israel’s 
misfortune.  
Haggai   Although this prophecy is short, it brings a powerful message of the living God who keeps 
His promises and wants to bless His people.
Zechariah  Seven visions of the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s wall and Temple, revealing that 
Jerusalem and the Jews will have central roles throughout future prophecies.
Malachi   During a time of rebuilding the Temple and the wall, Malachi brings a message of God’s 
love as well as His displeasure with their unfaithfulness.  The book ends with God’s promise 
of a future deliverer.
