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Mark, also known as John Mark, was Jewish, the son of Mary who was a relative of Barnabas.  It was to her house that Peter went when released from Prison. Acts 12:12, 25; Col. 4:10  Peter called Mark his son, probably because he was converted under Peter's ministry.  1 Pet. 5:13  Of the gospel writers, Mark and Luke were not Apostles as were Matthew and John.

Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey.  Acts 12:25; 13:5  Mark left them at Perga and returned to Jerusalem, Acts 13:13.  For unclear reasons, Paul refused to allow Mark to accompany him on his second journey.  Barnabas was determined to take Mark, and this caused a sharp disagreement between them.  However, later Mark was with Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome.  Col. 4:10; Philem 24.  Afterward he was united with Peter. 1 Pet. 5:13   Paul wrote to Timothy to bring Mark with him to Rome.  2 Tim. 4:11  While not found in Scripture, church tradition records that Mark was sent by Peter on a mission to Egypt where he founded the church at Alexandria and served as bishop there, and that Mark was martyred during Nero's reign prior to the deaths of Peter and Paul.  A brief biography of Barnabus, a cousin and Mark and a significant influence on him, is attached to this lesson.

Matthew, Mark and Luke are considered synoptic gospels, meaning that they follow the same general outline and record similar material, although there are events, teachings, parables and miracles which are unique to each gospel.  While there is some debate, Mark appears to have been the earliest of the gospels and is logically based on the teachings of Peter particularly in describing some events such as the transfiguration.  There is some evidence that Matthew and Luke used Mark's gospel as a source for their writings, but some scholars insist on an unknown source other than Mark.  

John's gospel is significantly different from the other three.  It was written much later and aims to provide a theological interpretation of the Person and work of Christ especially suited for John's Greek audience.  A simple comparison/contrast would be . . .
	Matthew wrote primarily for the Jews and presents Jesus as 
		the Messiah/King who fulfills OT prophecy.
	Mark's gospel was intended for the Romans and emphasizes Jesus as servant ruler and
		the authoritative Son of God.
	Luke had the Greeks in mind and focused on Jesus as 
		the Son of Man who came for all people, not just Jews.
	John presented Jesus as the divine Son of God who is the only source of eternal life.

In Mark's gospel, he emphatically states that he presents the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Mark lived and worked among the people and developed the mission more in acts than by words.  While Mark highlights the power and authority of Jesus as teacher, he also stresses Jesus' power and authority  over Satan and unclean spirits, sin, the Sabbath, nature, disease, death, legalistic traditions, and the temple, Jesus is also presented as the ultimate servant of God.  

As Jesus taught and trained His disciples, it is notable that they did not understand and were puzzled about what He said.  Their idea of the Kingdom of God had been molded by Jewish interpretations of Israel's prophetic future.  Pentecost brought a dramatic empowerment for Jesus' followers who would preach with authority, perform miracles, and establish churches throughout the Roman Empire and beyond.

The key verse for this book is 10:45, "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."  A simple outline of the book could be	
	1:1 - 2:12	Announcement and beginning of Jesus' ministry
	2:13 - 8:26	Opposition to Jesus as He heals and teaches
	8:27 - 10:52	Training and instructing His disciples
	11:1 - 15:47	Jesus' final week, from triumphal entry to death on the cross
	16:1-20	The Resurrection and Ascension 
While many of the events of Jesus' life are recorded in all four gospels, there are also passages which are unique to each gospel.  Scriptures which are recorded only in Mark are . . . 
	Mark 4:26-29		The parable of the seed and its mysterious growth
	Mark 7:31-37		Healing of the man both deaf and dumb
	Mark 8:22-26		Blind man healed at Bethsaida
	Mark 14:51-52	A young man fleeing  at Jesus' arrest
	Mark 16:14-18	Commissioning of the apostles

The Gospel of Mark omits Jesus' genealogy, birth and early years, but covers the three years of Jesus' ministry through His death and resurrection.  Mark also structures Jesus' ministry geographically
in Galilee   1:14 - 8:30,   on the way to Judea   8:31-10:52,   and in Jerusalem   11:1 - 13:37,   culminating in Jesus' arrest, trials, death and resurrection   14:1 - 16:20.

Comparing 		 Matthew 		and 			Mark________________________
		Jesus as King					Jesus as Servant
		Jews in mind					Gentiles in mind		
		Jesus as miracle-working King		Jesus as miracle-working Servant
		Rooted in OT prophecy			Much fewer OT prophetic references
		Key is God's purpose for Israel		Key is God's purposes for the world
		Deity of King by birth, prophecy, works	Deity of Servant by mighty works
		Includes genealogy, birth, childhood		Omitted
		Sermon on the Mount				Omitted
		Many parables appropriate for King		Fewer parables appropriate for Servant
		King of the Jews rejected			Servant bringing salvation	

Because the gospels record many of the same events, we will study the cross references for a more full understanding of what happened and what is revealed about Jesus as He heals, teaches and performs miracles.  Also, since the epistles also refer to many of these happenings, we will look for applications and further relevance.

As we study the gospel of Mark, we should take special notice of Jesus' instructions to avoid His being seen only as a "miracle worker" which would draw crowds wanting only healing or "signs".  Widespread publicity would hinder Jesus' mobility and ministry to His disciples.  Also, popularity among the people would increase opposition from both the Jews, who considered Him a threat to their authority, and the Romans who may have considered Him a political revolutionary.
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