Minor Prophets
  Hosea
   Homework for September 21, 2015
READ THIS FIRST.   Through the prophet Hosea, God insisted that Israel conform to the standard He had set for their covenant relationship—pictured as a marriage.  Everything that the Bible teaches about marriage, love, responsibilities, faithfulness, adultery, and divorce directly reveal God’s standard for His relationship with His people.  Earthly marriages are to be consistent with that standard—especially for those who are His people:  Israel and/or the church.  We fail.  Let me say that again—We ALL fail.  We are commanded to be holy for God is holy.  On this earth, we cannot attain the perfect standard of holiness of God, but that does not change His holiness.  Failure to conform to the standard of marriage given to us by God is NOT unforgivable.  God forgave Israel time after time, and God also forgives us when we fail.  But our failure does not change the standard.  It is important that we understand the standard so that we can more fully comprehend our covenant relationship with God as the bride of Christ.  Now, before we get started, read this paragraph again.

______________________________________
Hosea was God’s prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel in the days immediately preceding their defeat by Assyria and exile from the land.  He would bring a final and dramatic warning from God. concerning their unfaithfulness/adultery.

DAY ONE

Hosea, Chapters 1—3 

As we are introduced to Hosea, kings are named who would hear God’s warnings:

Kings of Judah:  _____________, ______________, _______________ and ______________

King of Israel:   _________________  God’s dealings with the northern kingdom of Israel were to serve as an example and warning for the southern kingdom of Judah.

All teachers know the value of visual aids—and God has a strong lesson for Israel.  

What command was given to Hosea? __________________________________________________

What comparison is made? __________________________________________________________

So Hosea married _________________ and they had three children.  

They were given prophetic names:
   Jezreel meaning “scattered.”


 



   Lo-ruhamah meaning “not loved.”

      



      and   Lo-ammi meaning “not my people.”

Even in judgment, however, God’s people are not without hope.  Hosea’s prophecies speak of both judgment for disobedience and blessings (forgiveness and restoration) for repentance. 

Beginning in Hosea 1:10 through the rest of the book, the text is written as poetry.  Some translations present the entire book as poetry.  That brings particular challenges with interpretation.  First, poetry uses poetic language—often more picturesque than definitive.  Also, translations do not do justice to the original language where there are rhyming words and cadence to the language.  These conditions discourage a verse-by-verse study, but we will press on, however, for there is much to learn.

Read through Hosea Chapters 1 through 4.

DAY TWO
   The people had received the Law through Moses, and they were disregarding all of it by acting immorally and worshiping idols, while God remained faithful to His promises to them. In God’s visual aid, Hosea is righteous and faithful and his wife, Gomer, is unfaithful and adulterous. Hosea’s prophecy was not a new revelation to the people. The demonstration of a righteous husband and an immoral wife is a vivid picture to Israel, God’s covenant people.   

God was specific concerning His covenant describing it as permanent and everlasting.

Hosea 2:2
____________________________________________________________________

Isaiah 54:5—6 ____________________________________________________________________

Jeremiah 31:32____________________________________________________________________

Marriage, a covenant agreement between a man and a woman, is defined by God in 

Gen. 2:24
____________________________________________________________________

What condition for marriage is given in 2 Cor. 7:14? ______________________________________

That image is carried forward into the New Covenant of grace under Jesus.  What parallels are given in Eph. 5:22—33? Wives . . __________________________________________________________


Husbands . . _________________________________________________________________


Love is described for us in 1 Cor. 13.  You probably know this chapter well.  

There are other similar references to the church as the bride of Christ.  Paul spoke of the necessity for purity in the church—as a bride to be presented at the marriage..  What is Paul’s admonition in 

2 Cor. 11:1—3? ____________________________________________________________________

What does Matthew teach about Christ and the church in Matt. 25:1—13?


___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Apostle John in his end times prophecies pictures the church as the bride of Christ.  What is learned from:

Rev. 19:7—10 _____________________________________________________________________

Let’s continue reading about God’s concern for Israel by reading Hosea Chapters 5—10. 

DAY THREE
  
The permanent relationship of Israel as the wife of Jehovah because of His everlasting covenant with them is confirmed by

Gen. 17:7 
_____________________________________________________________________

Psa. 105:8—11 _____________________________________________________________________

What were Israel’s covenant obligations?   Deut. 11:13—17  _________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

Yet they were unfaithful.  What specifically were the charges against them?  Hosea 4:1—2 


_____________________________________________________________________________

God would discipline the nation in order to bring them back to them.  How is this described in

Ezek. 39:23—26 ____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

The same covenant relationship was established with the church as the bride of Christ.  The security of Israel’s everlasting covenant with God is also true of those who are the church.  The doctrine is often called “once saved, always saved.”  

We are going to get through reading Hosea.  Today read through Chapters 11—14. 
DAY FOUR  

Because God’s covenant is everlasting, it cannot be cancelled or voided—but its conditions can be broken.  Yesterday we looked at a specific list of the sins of Israel in Hosea.  There are other lists in the Bible, and it is pretty convicting for all of us.  From each of the following New Testament Scriptures, pick three of the sins listed.  Try not to name the same ones each time.

Mark 7:21—23 
_____________________   ___________________   ____________________

Romans 1:28—32
_____________________   ___________________   ____________________

1 Cor. 6: 9—10 
_____________________   ___________________   ____________________

2 Cor. 12:20—21 
_____________________   ___________________   ____________________

Gal. 5:19—21 

_____________________   ___________________   ____________________

1 Tim. 1:9—10
_____________________   ___________________   ____________________

2 Tim. 3:1—5

_____________________   ___________________   ____________________

Rev. 21:8 

_____________________   ___________________   ____________________

DAY FIVE
    God does not break His covenant with His people—ever.  Once established, it cannot be broken.  Today we are going to consider what God has to say about divorce.  There are many misconceptions concerning divorce, and it is important that we understand what God is saying to us.

Two Hebrew words are translated divorce.  You will note that the definitions are very similar.

#7971  shalach   appears 847 times
basically this verb means to send away; to send someone as a


messenger to a particular place; to send instructions; to let something go freely or without 
control

#3748  k’riythuwth  appears 4 times   implies the cutting off of a marriage by means of a “bill of 
divorcement” when a man sends his wife out of his house.  

Greek words translated divorce are 

#630   apoluo  appears 69 times      to relieve, release, dismiss; put or send away

#647  apostasion  appears 3 times   to defect, to stand off;  similar to OT divorce

#863  aphiemi  appears 146 times   to send away, to cause to depart; send forth; to give up a thing

Using these definitions, “divorce” in the Bible is what we would call a legal separation.  There is no picture of God ever dissolving or canceling His covenants.  Have you ever wondered why the Bible does not talk about adulterous husbands?  So, if “divorce” is a legal separation, how would that affect our understanding of remarriage?  When the Bible addresses problems of broken relationships in a marriage, it pictures how God deals with His covenant people:  Unfaithfulness may bring separation; repentance brings restoration.  Look at the following verses with this definition in mind.  Before continuing, 
read the first paragraph of this homework again.

Matt. 19:3—9    God commanded________________________________________________________



  Moses permitted ________________________________________________________




because of _______________________________________________________

Moses’ rules are set forth in Deut. 22: 13—19, 28—29, and 24:1—4.   We will talk about these in class.
Also see   Matt. 5:31—32  ___________________________________________________________

Mark 10:2—12 ______________________________________________________________________

Luke 16:18  ________________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 7:10—16 _____________________________________________________________________

Malachi 2:16 ________________________________________________________________________
What kind of “hardness of heart” circumstances could justify a married couple separating?  I can think of several.  _________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

What would be the goal of the separation? ________________________________________________

Remember:  What God requires, God enables!

What conclusions can you draw about covenant marriage from all these verses?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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