Minor Prophets
  Hosea
      Class Notes for September 21, 2015
We live in a culture that does not consider marital infidelity a stigma.  Even among Christians, there are serious problems and marriages fail among church members at a similar rate as the general population.  Church leaders and church doctrines tend to accommodate infidelity rather than call for repentance.

Even in our lifetimes, media portrayals of love and marriage have gone from “Father Knows Best” to soap operas and “Married at First Sight” and “Dating Naked.”   Couples “sleep together” on first dates, pornography demeans both men and women, perverted sex is glamorized, adultery can be scheduled on web sites, and as many young couples live together without getting married as those who get married.  Sex, reserved for marriage by God, has become a recreational sport.  However, all of this is nothing new.

The Book of Hosea dates to about 750 BC and is God’s last warning to Israel concerning their spiritual adultery, idolatry and immorality.  Hosea 1:2    He has warned them repeatedly, and now God is sending Hosea to be a living example to them of the patience and righteousness of God, the severity of their offenses, God’s willingness to send judgment, His desire for repentance, and God’s mercy for them.  
God is faithful, even though His people are unfaithful.  
Hosea vividly demonstrates for us that God’s people (those saved by Jesus) are imperfect but being sanctified, must honor Him in all that we do and say.  It is imperative that we not be drawn away by all that is in the world and in opposition to Him.  1 John 2:15—17   Abandoning God for pleasure, power 

or position in this world is idolatry—spiritual adultery.
Covenants as revealed by Scripture are essential for our understanding of our relationship with God.

God has revealed His character and His purposes through progressive covenants.  
Through Adam
Redemption from sin through the “seed of the woman.”

Through Noah

Salvation from judgment and destruction 

Through Abraham
A people, a land, a Seed through whom all nations would be blessed

Through Moses
The Law, revealing righteousness and the need for grace, sacrificial Lamb of God

Through David
A King to reign forever

Through Jesus

Salvation by grace through faith, eternal life
God’s covenant relationship with His people is illustrated as a marriage relationship.  

God created and defined marriage:  





Gen. 2:24   


Don’t marry unbelievers.






2 Cor. 6:14


Israel’s husband and Maker is the LORD, their Redeemer.  


Isa. 54:5—6  


Jehovah is a husband to Israel.  





Jer. 31:32

The Church is the bride of Christ.


Believers are betrothed to one husband—Christ;   to be presented pure.
2 Cor. 11:1—3 


Husbands are to love their wives (1 Cor. 13)  as Christ loves the Church



to sanctify, nourish, cherish; gave His life for her        and



wives are to be subject to their own husbands, as unto the Lord
Eph. 5:22—33 


The Church is fulfilled at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb


Rev. 19:7—10 
Scripture gives God’s direction concerning marriage which relate directly to His relationship to His people.

Through the prophet Hosea, God insisted that Israel conform to the standard He had set for their covenant relationship—pictured as a marriage.  Everything that the Bible teaches about marriage, love, responsibilities, faithfulness, adultery, and divorce directly reveal God’s standard for His relationship with His people.  Earthly marriages are to be consistent with that standard—especially for those who are His people:  Israel and/or the church.  We fail.  Let me say that again—We ALL fail.  We are commanded to be holy for God is holy.  On this earth, we cannot attain the perfect standard of holiness of God, but that does not change His holiness.  Failure to conform to the standard of marriage given to us by God and is NOT unforgivable.  God forgave Israel time after time, and God also forgives us when we fail.  But our failure does not change the standard.  It is important that we understand the standard so that we can more fully comprehend our covenant relationship with God as the bride of Christ.  
God does not break His covenant with His people—ever.  Once established, it cannot be broken.  we are Consider what God has to say about divorce.  There are many misconceptions concerning divorce, and it is important that we understand what God is saying to us.  It is more about our relationship with Him than with our spouse!
Two Hebrew words are translated divorce.  You will note that the definitions are very similar.

#7971  shalach   appears 847 times
basically this verb means to send away; to send someone as a


messenger to a particular place; to send instructions; to let something go freely or without 
control

#3748  k’riythuwth  appears 4 times   implies the cutting off of a marriage by means of a “bill of 
divorcement” when a man sends his wife out of his house.  

Greek words translated divorce are 

#630   apoluo  appears 69 times      to relieve, release, dismiss; put or send away

#647  apostasion  appears 3 times   to defect, to stand off;  similar to OT divorce

#863  aphiemi  appears 146 times   to send away, to cause to depart; send forth; to give up a thing

Using these definitions, “divorce” in the Bible is what we would call a legal separation.  There is no picture of God ever dissolving or canceling His covenants.  Have you ever wondered why the Bible does not talk about adulterous husbands?  So, if “divorce” is a legal separation, how would that affect our understanding of remarriage?  When the Bible addresses problems of broken relationships in a marriage, it pictures how God deals with His covenant people:  Unfaithfulness may bring separation; repentance brings restoration.  Look at the following verses with this definition in mind. 
Matt. 19:3—9  and Mark 10:2—12     God commanded permanence, 


Moses permitted divorce because of their hardness of heart.


What kind of “hardness of heart” circumstances could justify a married couple separating?  

            Moses’ rules are set forth in Deut. 22: 13—19, 28—29, and 24:1—4.   

Matt. 5:31—32  . . everyone one who divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchastity (fornication),        
makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Luke 16:18   Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and 


he who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery.

1 Cor. 7:10—16  Rules for believers married to unbelievers.

Malachi 2:16  God hates divorce.

The goal of divorce—legal separation—is reconciliation.  Remember:  What God requires, God enables!

Hosea pictures God’s faithful love and the spiritual adultery, immorality, and idolatry of His people:

Hosea did as God directed and married Gomer, a beautiful but immoral woman.

Hosea loved Gomer and was entirely devoted to her.

Hosea and Gomer had three children, and it wasn’t clear that Hosea fathered all three of them.

Hosea named them as God had commanded:  Cast away or scattered; not loved; not my people.
Gomer was unfaithful and indiscreet.  With each succeeding affair, her beauty faded.  


She was abused by her lovers and even sold as a slave. 

During all this time, Hosea would provide for her, even giving her lovers money and provisions for her.

Hosea bought her from the slave market, took her back home, and reiterated his love for her.  
Israel’s offenses are listed in Hosea 4:1—2


Hosea 4:1—2 
Listen to the word of the LORD, O sons of Israel, For the LORD has a case against the 
inhabitants of the land, because there is no faithfulness or kindness or knowledge of God in the 
land.  There is swearing, deception, murder, stealing and adultery.  They employ violence, so that 
bloodshed follows bloodshed.

These indictments show that they were breaking the most basic of the commandments and that their 
hearts were far from God.  It is their refusal to repent that will bring God’s discipline upon them.

They have sown the wind and will reap the whirlwind.  Hosea 8:7

There are many lists of sins which offend God and violate His righteousness.  
Mark 7:21—23  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride and foolishness.  All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.

Romans 1:28—32  And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over 
to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, 
wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, they are gossips, slanderers, 
haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without 
understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and although they know the ordinance of 
God, that those who practice such are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give 
hearty approval to those who practice them.

1 Cor. 6:9—10  Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor 
thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of 
God.

2 Cor. 12:20—21  For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and 
may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there will be strife, jealousy, angry 
tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances; I am afraid that when I come again 
my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in 
the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practiced.
Gal. 5:19—21  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are:  immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 
envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have 
forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Col. 3:5  Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.

1 Tim. 1:9—10  . . . realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person but for those who are 
lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill 
their fathers or mothers, for murderers, and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and 
liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching . . .
2 Tim. 3:1—5  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  For men will be lovers of 
self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of 
godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.
Rev. 21:8  But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and 
sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death.

While we are commanded to be perfect, as our heavenly Father is perfect (Matt. 5:48) and holy for God 
is holy (1 Pet. 1:16), God knew that we would fail.  If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  (1 John 1:8)
When we sin, we can expect discipline from a loving God.  Heb. 12:5—8 assures us:  
And you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the LORD, nor faith when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the LORD loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.”  It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
BUT, if we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:9)  Confessing means agreeing with God that we have committed specific sin, being sorrowful for that offense, repenting of that sin which includes a determination to not repeat that sin, and practicing righteousness.  1 John 3:7—9 states:  Little children, make sure no on deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sinis of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.  No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

We have been saved by grace through faith for good works, Eph. 2:8—10.  There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  Rom. 8:1  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  Rom. 8:38—39 

Jesus confirmed that the greatest commandment is “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.  Matt. 22:37—40  And Jesus gave us a new commandment: . . . that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  John 13:34.

Like Israel, we are drawn away from God:


We fail to acknowledge that God is the source of our prosperity and wealth        Hosea 2:2—13 


We ignore or forget God






        Hosea 13:4—6


We abandon God’s laws and the routine of daily life



        Hosea 4:1—2


We act in rebellion to God’s truth about sin and righteousness

        Hosea 7:10, 13:6


We fake a level of Christianity that is hypocrisy



        Hosea 6:4—6 
So, what is Hosea saying to us today?


Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!


2 Cor. 13:5

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 



your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which



is good and acceptable and perfect.





Rom. 12:2


Establish a pattern to grow in faith and commitment.  The Methodists have a good idea:



Worship, prayer, Bible study, giving, service . . . in good measure and increasing.
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