[bookmark: _GoBack]Minor Prophets     	HAGGAI     AND     ZECHARIAH	    
				Homework for November 2, 2015

The date for these books is around 520 BC.  Babylon had been defeated by the Medes and Persians, and Cyrus was on the throne of Persia.  More than 42,000 Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem following their exile to Babylon.   Prophets Haggai and Zechariah were contemporaries in Jerusalem when Zerubabbel was Governor and Joshua was High Priest.  As they settled in, the Temple altar had been rebuilt and sacrifices offered.  Opposition from the people of the land had caused all other construction to be halted.  The history of this period is recorded in the Book of Ezra, and the attached chart will give us a time line.  

DAY ONE		Haggai's message to the people.
From Chapter 1 . . . 
v. 2-6  	How had the people been disobedient?  _____________________________________________
	How were they not prospering? ____________________________________________________
v. 7-11  Why were they not prospering? ___________________________________________________
v. 12	How did the leaders and the people respond to Haggai's message? ________________________
v. 13-15  What assurance inspired the people to return to the work? 
	_____________________________________________________________________________
From the attached chart, what year is it?  ________________ BC.

From Chapter 2 . . .	Let's list the promises that God made through Haggai:
v. 4 ______________________________   v. 5 _____________________________________________
The following four verses are interpreted as a prophecy concerning the second coming of Jesus and the Eternal Kingdom.  How is that described?
v. 6-8 ______________________________________________________________________________
v. 9 ________________________________________________________________________________
Cross references for these verses help us understand the end times references.  What is learned from
Heb. 12:25-29 _______________________________________________________________________
Isa. 9:6-7 ___________________________________________________________________________

Two months later, Haggai's message from God is for whom? 2:10-11 ___________________________
v. 10-14  This object lesson concerns the acceptability of their sacrifices.  The conclusion is in v. 14.
	Their sinfulness has made their offerings _____________________.
v. 15-17  How had the people responded to God's discipline? __________________________________
v. 18-19  As Temple construction, and their obedience, would resume, what does God promise? 	_____________________________________________________________________________
v. 20-23 continue the prophecies from verses 6-9.  Knowing that Zerubabbel was a direct descendant of King David helps us understand these verses.  "That day" refers to the Perusia or second coming of Jesus.  What do we know about Zerubabbel from
Matt. 1:12-13 ________________________________________________________________________
What from these verses would identify Zerubabbel as the official representative of the Davidic royal line?  _________________________________
The prophecy would confirm God's covenant promise to David found in 2 Samuel 7:12-13.  What word distinguishes David's kingdom from the one which will be established by his descendant? ___________

DAY TWO		Zechariah  Chapters 1-8		Eight Night Visions

The Book of Zechariah can be divided into two parts:  
	Chapters 1 through 8 are visions (not dreams for he was awake) which he received while yet a young man.  They have strong messages for the people of Judah.  Today, read through these eight visions and note what is listed below identifying the vision and the message.  Also review the attached chart.
  
1).	1:8		men and horses among the myrtle trees	
			1:14, 16, 17	the Lord will again be merciful to Jerusalem
2).	1:18—20	Four horns, four craftsmen
			1:21		Those who scattered Judah are cast out
3).	2:1		Man with measuring line		
			2:3—5		God will be a protective wall of fire around Jerusalem.
4).	3.4		cleansing of Joshua
			3:8—9		the Servant, the Branch, comes to save
5).	4:2—3		golden lamp stand and olive trees
			4:6		The Lord empowers Israel by His Spirit
6).	5:1		flying scroll
			5:3		dishonesty is cursed
7).	5:6—7 	Woman in the basket
			5:8—9		wickedness will be removed
8).	6:1		four chariots
			6:5, 7		the spirits of heaven execute judgment on the whole earth

DAY THREE	Zechariah 6:9 through 8:23	
These verses give instructions to Zechariah.  He is to gather gold brought to Jerusalem by four Jewish exiles who arrived from Babylon and make a ______________________________for Joshua, the
______________________ and place it __________________________.  This was symbolic of a future priest who would be crowned king--and that would be ______________________(His name is Branch).
See Isa. 4:2 _________________________________________________________________________

Before what is recorded beginning in Chapter 7, much time has passed.  The people would have been encouraged by the visions of Zechariah, construction of the Temple had begun again, and all was going well.  In Chapters 7 and 8 Zechariah brings four messages from God. 

Zech. 7:1-3   Several fasts had been instituted through the years following Moses giving the Law which 	required fasting only on the Day of Atonement.  In the fifth month, they fasted remembering 	burning of the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar, and their question was about this one since it seemed 	to be the most significant.  What was their question? ___________________________________

First message:  7:4-7
7:4-6	God questioned their motives.  For whom had they fasted? ______________________________
	For whom did they not fast, but eat and drink? ________________________________________

Second message:  7:8-14
7:7-14	Their days of prosperity in Jerusalem were recalled.  What did God require of them then?
	______________________________________________________________________________
	What had they done? ____________________________________________________________
	What was the result? ____________________________________________________________

Third message:  8:1-17
8:1-8	Briefly, how is future life in Jerusalem described? _____________________________________
8:9	What prophets were bringing these specific people word from God? _______________________
	What was the primary work for the people to accomplish? _______________________________
8:10  	The days prior to these two prophets were recalled.  Prominent was the lack of ______________.
8:11-13  But now, there will be _________________ and _________________
	Instead of a curse, they will be a _______________________ among the nations.
8:14-17  God will do good for them, and they are required to obey.  What does God say He hates?
	_____________________________________________________________________________

Fourth message::  8:18-23
8:18-19  How are they to fast? ___________________________________________________________
8:20-23  What will result? ______________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR     Chapters 9 through 14    

Zechariah has brought many Messianic prophecies.  In order to get them a little organized for understanding, we are going to have to skip around a bit.  Please be patient.  Perhaps this outline will help us comprehend and interpret what is given.  Read through these verses and answer a quick question.

It is helpful to understand that a prophet can foresee events without reference to time or to the time between events.  It is as if he is looking into a great distance with multiple mountains in line.  He sees the tops of them, but cannot determine the valleys or distance between them.  As we can see from the following, the fulfillment of the prophecies gives us some understanding of  the sequence of events, but we don't know when until they occur.  Just as the world waited for the first coming of Christ, we are waiting for His second coming.  What we are doing here is just observing what is given by Zechariah without making the New Testament connections.  We will try to do that in class.

9:1-8	The Gentile Pagans      

	These verses are judgment against nations north of Judah and are believed to refer to the coming
	kingdom of Alexander the Great, 333 BC.   Zechariah speaks of their wealth and pride, and their
	eventual ____________________________ because Judah is protected by God.

9:11-13  The Jewish Patriots  
    
	Probably refers to the Maccabean victory over the Syrians in 165 BC
	What motivated God's protection of Judah? ________________________________________

The First Coming of Christ		Incarnation

	His role as a _____________________			11:4-7	
	His triumphal entry into ______________________		9:9
	His rejection by Israel
		He is ____________________			11:8
		He is ____________________			11:12-13
		He is ____________________			13:7
		He is ____________________			12:10
	He rejects ______________________			11:9-11, 14

DAY FI VE		Continuing with Chapters 9 through 14

The Second Coming of Christ	Perusia

Pre-appearance events	
	The reign of the ______________________			11:15-17
	The survival of the _____________________ remnant.	13:8-9
	The battle for _________________________		12:1-8;   14:1-2, 12-15


Appearance events
	Jesus' return							14:4-5
	The battle of _____________________			9:14-15;  10:4-5;  11:1-3;  12:9;  14:3
	________________ recognition of Christ.			12:10-14
	____________________'s salvation.				8:1-8, 20-23

Post-appearance events
	Judgment of unfaithful _____________________		10:2-3
	Regathering of faithful _____________________		10:8-12
	Cleansing of _______________________			13:1-6
	Elevation of _______________________			14:10-11
	Lifting of the curse on ______________________		10:1
	Wondrous changes in the ____________________		14:6-7
	_________________ proceeding from Jerusalem
			 to purify the land.				14:8
	Christ's ____________________ reign			9:10
	Universal ___________________				9:16-17;  10:6-7
	Universal ___________________				14:9, 16-19
	Universal ___________________				14:20-21


While some of our studies of the minor prophets have been detailed and thorough, we are merely getting an overview of Zechariah.  Perhaps we can save it for a longer study at a later time.  If this sounds like an apology, it is.
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