Minor Prophets     

HAGGAI     AND     ZECHARIAH
    






Class Notes for November 2, 2015
A brief time line will be helpful as we study these two prophets.


931 BC
Israel divided into northern (Israel) and southern (Judah) nations


722

Israel was conquered and exiled by Assyria, never to return


612

Assyria destroyed


586

Judah was conquered and taken into exile by Babylon


539

Babylon destroyed by Persia and Cyrus was king in Babylon and Susa




Cyrus allowed exiled nations, including Judah, to return to their lands





Only a remnant, 42,000, returned to Jerusalem


538

Zerubabbel and Jeshua led as Temple reconstruction began. 





The altar and foundation completed.


536

Opposition from surrounding people caused construction to stop.

520

Haggai and Zechariah sent by God:  Get back to work!  Come back to God!


515

Temple completed


479

Esther becomes queen of Persia


457

Ezra goes to Jerusalem, reads God's Word to the people


444

Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem as governor of Judah, 





stays for about 1 year and returns to Susa


432

Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem

Haggai 1:1-15   1st day of sixth month of Darius' reign.  Nothing is known about Haggai except that he was a prophet.   God sent Haggai to the governor, Zerubbabel, and the high priest, Joshua, to command that they finished the rebuilding that had begun 18 years earlier but stopped in just 2 years because of opposition.  It was the LORD who had stirred up King Cyrus through Jeremiah's prophecies to rebuild the Temple.  Ezra 1:1-2  While the Jews were living in paneled houses, the Temple was still in ruins having only the altar and foundation restored.  Their failure to attend to the things of God had not escaped God's attention.  Their fields and vineyards did not produce sufficient yields, they did not have clothing needed to keep warm, and their wages were too little to let them save.  This assessment was preceded and followed by this word from God:  Consider your ways.
The LORD's command to rebuild the Temple centered on the necessity of His being honored and glorified in the place where He had chosen to make His Name great.  Their neglect of God's house did not go unnoticed by God.  He had withheld rain causing drought and famine--surely the people would return to Him in their distress.  But they had not done so.   Delayed obedience is disobedience!
Haggai's message brought repentance as the leaders and the people obeyed the command of the LORD and showed Him reverence.  God assured the people of His presence with them.  He "stirred up" the leaders and the people and they returned to work on the Temple.  24th day of the sixth month   The year was 520 BC.  It would take five years for the work to be completed.

Haggai 1:1-23  On the 21st day of the seventh month,  The people had been working only about 3-1/2 weeks, and they were already discouraged.  The LORD's next message through Haggai concerned the quality of the work being performed.  Solomon's Temple had been magnificent, but now the Jews lacked the wealth of the former kingdom to match that quality.  God recalled the promise made the Israel as they left slavery in Egypt:  "I am with you; My Spirit is abiding in your midst; do not fear."  The following verses may be understood to prophesy Greek rule by 333 BC or Jesus' second coming, final judgment and God's eternal kingdom.   Heb. 12:26-27  Certainly there has been no peace in Jerusalem (the city of peace) until this day, nor can we expect peace until Jesus' second coming.  Yet, at His first coming, death and resurrection in Jerusalem, Jesus brought peace with God for all who are in Him.
It was difficult work building the Temple.  Their lives were difficult, especially compared with the prosperity of former times.  On the 24th day of the ninth month of Darius' second year.  The LORD's next message through Haggai was a question for the priests:  How does an object become consecrated or defiled?  

Does a holy item make what it touches holy?  Their answer was, "No, holiness is an isolated virtue and not communicable from one to another."  But, what if a holy thing touches something defiled, does it become defiled?  Their answer was, "Yes, contamination is communicable.  It is far easier to spread evil than virtue.  This was an object lesson for the people:  They were unholy and everything they touched was unholy because of their inverted priorities.  As a result, they had suffered, but from this day on
the 24th day of the ninth month, God will bless them.

The LORD's second message on that day through Haggai was for Governor Zerubbabel:  A word of encouragement for one who carried the burdens of leadership.  Zerubbabel would be like a signet ring to God, so that even when heaven and earth were shaken, Zerubabbel would remain safe and secure until all these prophecies were fulfilled.
Haggai's message was that the Temple must be rebuilt, and God would make it glorious.  Haggai pointed to but did not elaborate on the Messianic age.  He promised that God would be with His people and bless them as they began to rebuild the Temple.

This book ends with "the LORD of hosts" or the LORD Almighty.  This name occurs 14 times in this small book because it focuses on the strength and sovereignty of God--their God and our God!
___________________________________________________________

ZECHARIAH   Zechariah was a contemporary of  Haggai, and probably quite young at this time, both returning to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel.  There are at least 27 men in the Bible names Zechariah or some variation of it.  Zechariah was of a priestly family.  Jesus mentioned Zechariah in Matt. 23:35 stating that he was murdered between the temple and the altar.  In 2 Chron. 24:21 there was another Zechariah who suffered this fate, but considering that there were so many men with this name, it is not unreasonable that two of them would have suffered a similar death.
Zechariah's prophecies can be divided into two distinct parts:  Chapters 1-6, nine visions concerning Israel, and Chapters 7-14 about future times which contain many Messianic prophecies.
Zech. 1:1-6  8th month of the second year of Darius   Repent!  God was angry with their forefathers. 

Do not be like them when they did not listen or give heed.  God dealt with them according to their deeds.  They did not live forever, but God is eternal.  Past judgments are a warning to repent.

1:7   24th day of the 11th month of Darius' second year  All eight visions were given in one day.

1:8-17

The Man among the myrtle trees

The first vision was of a man riding on a red horse among myrtle trees in a ravine.  Other horses were behind him forming a "heavenly cavalry".  Zechariah was told that they are the ones the LORD has sent to go throughout the earth, and they report that they have found the earth to be at rest and peace--in contrast to Judah and Jerusalem still in ruins.  The myrtle trees represent Judah, small but enduring.  The ravine speaks of the low state of the people.  v. 11 identifies the man as "the angel of the LORD" who is Jesus throughout Scripture:  with Hagar in Gen. 16:7, with Abraham in Gen. 18:1-17; with Joshua in
Josh. 5:13-15; with Moses in the burning bush in Ex. 3:5.  This vision specifically fulfills God's promise of Zech. 1:3:  Return to Me and I will return to you.  He will return to Jerusalem and the Temple will be rebuilt.
1:18-21
Four horns and four craftsmen

The four horns are powerful and prideful enemies of Israel whom God has raised up to overthrow and scatter them.  Four is probably a representative number but could refer to Syria, Assyria, Babylon and Egypt or to the four points of the compass.  The craftsmen (or "smiths", perhaps a blacksmith with a hammer) would be God's power to raise up men to show His power to oppose and overthrow them.
2:1-13

A man with a measuring line

In measuring Jerusalem, the dimensions show an increasingly expanding city, without walls and with great numbers of people.  God Himself will defend it.  The following verses describe a new presence of God among His people, taking our minds to Revelation and the New Jerusalem.  Rev. 21:23-24.
3:1-10

Cleansing for Joshua the High Priest

This vision of Joshua, the High Priest who represents the people, standing before the angel of the LORD (obvious in His deity), probably in the remembered or anticipated Temple. Satan appeared to accuse Joshua of being unfit to appear before the Lord.  Satan is rebuked  by the Lord who provides clean garments for him.  Two doctrines are evident here:  Election:  For the LORD has chosen Jerusalem; and

justification as a unilateral act of God (Joshua's clean garments).
Joshua is symbolic here of the "Branch", Jesus as the Great High Priest who was perfect and who would offer Himself as the perfect sacrifice, one that was complete and eternal.

4:1-14

A gold lamp stand with two olive trees

The lamp stand represents the elect people of God, first Israel and then the church.  Jesus called His disciples the light of the world (Matt. 5:14), to let their light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven (Matt. 5:16), the seven lamp stands are the seven churches
(Rev. 1:20).  The oil is the Holy Spirit supplied by God to His people in abundance.  Three main points:
1.  Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit.  2.  Obstacles will become level ground  3.  Temple construction will be completed.
These first five visions are ones of encouragement and blessing, but the tone will change as judgment is prophesied in the ones which follow.

___________________________________________________
5:1-4

A flying scroll

The scroll measures 30 by 15 feet and is the exact dimensions of the porch of Solomon's Temple from which the Law was read.  It brings a curse on thieves and liars, but these are probably representative sins by which all others will be included.  God will judge all sin in the land.

5:5-11

A woman in a basket

The basket is a ephah, the largest dry measure in Israel, containing about 39 quarts.  The woman is pushed down into the basket and the opening covered with a lead lid before being taken to Babylon by two winged women. The idea is that the woman represents wickedness and that even the principle of wickedness will be judged.  There is no agreement among scholars as to the meaning of the other elements of this vision.
6:1-8

Four chariots going out into the whole world

There are few details in this vision but it shows four chariots going out to judge the world.  Presumably this is judgment on the gentile nations, and is the third of these judgment visions:  First, judgment of wicked Israel; second, sending away even the principle of wickedness in Israel, and third, judgment of wicked gentile nations.  There is some disagreement concerning the timing of these judgments.
____________________________________________________________

There is a flow of these visions from God's blessing upon the nation of Israel under Zerubbabel's rule, to the coming of the Branch who shall remove the sin of the land in a single day, to the removal of sin from Israel, the judgment of the nations, and the final rule of the Messiah, the only true Priest-King of Israel.

6:9-15

Crowning of Joshua
Strictly speaking, these last verses of Chapter 6 are not a vision, but are so close that they are a continuation of and climax to the preceding visions.  Zechariah is to crown Joshua, the High Priest, with a crown of silver and gold brought from Babylon.  The word for "crown" is actually plural pointing to the One who would be both priest and king--a priest on His throne.  v. 13  In Israel the offices of High Priest and King or ruler were always separate.  Only Melchizedek who preceded the Levitical priesthood was both priest to the Most High God and King of Salem.  Gen. 14:18-20  Jesus is the Branch (3:8) who will have a small beginning but will build His place and dominate the world.  He will build the Temple, a spiritual temple--the church.  Eph. 2:19-22.
_____________________________________________________________________
7:1--8:23
As Chapter 7 begins, approximately two years have passed since the earlier visions.  The Temple was halfway to completion, and the people of Bethel want to know if they should continue to fast marking the destruction of the Temple 70 years earlier.  The Law required only one fast, the Day of Atonement, but in the years that followed they had added several to commemorate the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC, the assassination of governor Gedaliah and 80 men Jer. 41:1-10, during the exile to keep their past in memory, and others.  God's answer has several parts:
7:4-10
A reproof of mere ceremonial religion.  They were hypocrites claiming to fast for the LORD but acting out of self interest.  God hates ceremony not preceded and accompanied by a genuine love for God and others.

7:11-8:8  Encouraging the pursuit of true religion, based on the fate of the people's predecessors and the future blessing of Jerusalem.  They knew the kind of worship God desired, but they hardened their hearts and brought judgment upon themselves.  But, God is jealous for Israel who belong to Him, and He will bless them because He is a faithful and righteous God.
8:9-13  Reminding them of their present duty.  While the reference is to their duty to rebuild the Temple, the teaching is that obedience concerns the particular task or command God has given.

Often it is in obedience in small matters that we show ourselves to be faithful and are given stewardship in greater matters.

8:14-19  A transformation that turns all fasts into joyful occasions.  God reminds them of judgment on their predecessors for their empty and offensive religious practices, and of His promise of future blessings for them.  True religion is to speak the truth, render true and sound judgment, do no evil against your neighbor, do not swear falsely.  God hates all these things.  

God gives His final answer concerning fasts:  Fasts will become joyful and glad occasions and happy festivals for Judah.  v. 19  When will this happen?  The fasts of the fourth, fifth, seventh and tenth months are still observed by Jews.  The Feasts of Israel were prophetic for both Jews and Gentiles in the Church, and there are no general feasts prescribed for Christians in the New Testament.  This is understood to refer to the final reign of Christ and the joy to be experienced then.
8:20-23  Forecasts God's call of the Gentiles to salvation.  In that day the Jews will find favor with God, and others will find God through those who are again His chosen people.  We are all clinging to that seamless robe of Christ whose work on the cross is the only basis to approach God and entreat Him for spiritual blessings.

__________________________________________________________

Chapters 9-14 contain two oracles:


9-11  
judgment through which Gentile world power over Israel is finally destroyed and Israel is 

strengthened to overcome all their enemies.


12-14
judgment through which Israel itself is sifted and purged in the final great conflict with 


the nations and transformed into the holy nation of Jehovah.

The First Coming of Christ

Incarnation

The Messiah's Rejection

11:4-7

His role as the Shepherd King


9:9

His triumphal entry into Jerusalem





His rejection by Israel





11:8

He is hated








11:12-13
He is betrayed







13:7

He is abandoned








12:10

He is crucified





11:9-11, 14
He rejects Israel

The Second Coming of Christ
Perusia

The Messiah's Acceptance

Pre-appearance events




11:15-17

The reign of the Antichrist





13:8-9


The survival of the Jewish remnant.




12:1-8; 14:1-2, 12-15
The battle for Jerusalem




Appearance events


14:4-5


Jesus' return








9:14-15; 10:4-5; 11:1-3; 12:9; 14:3
   The battle of Armageddon  



12:10-14

Israel's recognition of Christ.






8:1-8, 20:23

Jerusalem's salvation.






Post-appearance events



10:2-3


Judgment of unfaithful Israel





10:8-12

Regathering of faithful Israel





13:1-6


Cleansing of Israel






14:10-11

Elevation of Jerusalem






10:1


Lifting of the curse on nature





14:6-7


Wondrous changes in the heavens



14:8


Living waters proceeding from Jerusalem to purify the land


9:10


Christ's universal reign






9:16-17; 10:6-7
Universal  joy


14:9, 16-29

Universal  worship


14:20-21

Universal  holiness
1

