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There is little known about the prophet Habakkuk.  Chapter 3 is a psalm for worship which suggests that he may have been a Levite involved in public worship.  As such he would have served the Temple in Jerusalem.  Dating this book is also a challenge.  His prophesies address the sins of Judah and the coming judgment of God through the Babylonians, suggesting that Assyria had already fallen and Babylon was growing in power and territory.  This would make him a contemporary of prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Zephaniah.  Habakkuk wrestled with the sovereignty and holiness of God who could not tolerate Judah's sinfulness and His willingness to use Babylon as His instrument without also judging them.

The text of the prophecy is poetry and is presented in the format of questions and answers. 
An outline of the book might look something like this:
	Will Judah be punished?  God seems silent, and Judah's sins are great.
		Babylon is God's instrument against Judah.
	Will Babylon be punished?  Babylon is even more wicked than Judah.
		God's judgment will come to Babylon, too.

1:1-4	This prophecy came to Habakkuk in a vision.	 (also 2:2)
Habakkuk's concern is that he has cried out to God for a long time, 
	and it seems that God does not hear.
He is made miserable by the sinfulness/wickedness, destruction/violence, and strife/contention.
There is lawlessness.  The Law is ignored.  	Justice is not upheld.
			The wicked overwhelm the righteous.     Justice is perverted.
Therefore, the law is powerless to make people righteous.
This almost sounds like our nation today:  
	God's standards for right and wrong are ignored or seen as irrelevant or outdated.
	Even traditional values are being ignored or changed.  Sin is celebrated.
	To be effective, justice must be swift and sure.  Our court system is slow and ineffective.
		Criminals have no concept that they will be caught and suffer punishment.
	Those who are in positions of responsibility seem easily corrupted.  So frequently politicians,
		business executives, and even church leaders are exposed as greedy or perverted.
	Christian principles and Christians themselves are being pushed into the background, 
		overwhelmed by the world's practices - even in the churches.

There is a striking difference between man's law and God's law:
	Man's Law					God's Law________________________________
Breaking it is a crime					Breaking it is a sin
Cause:  ignorance, poverty, mental illness		Cause:  Heart is evil	        Jer. 17:9; Mark 7:22-23
Solution:	education				Solution:  Confession, repentance, forgiveness
		environmental upgrade (housing)						      1 John 1:9
		emotional counseling			 or  rebellion, judgment, punishment        John 3:36
		economic upgrade (welfare)		 
Enforcement	trial and conviction			Enforcement:     discipline, consequences
		incarceration or 		        
		forfeiture of money or property______________________________________________
If the Law does not save, only Jesus saves; then what is the purpose of the Law?  There are four:
1.	It reveals the righteousness of God.  They are His laws and consistent with His character.
2.	It convicts of sin and calls persons to repentance.
3.	It serves as a standard for civil regulation.
4.	It guides believers in how to live pleasing to God.

We might echo Habakkuk's question:  How long. O LORD, will we call for help?   Habakkuk is asking God to act to cleanse, chasten and purge the wicked and to bring revival among the people.

1:5-11	    God answered Habakkuk.  We might shudder to think that this might be our answer, too.
	First, God assured Habakkuk that He is not unaware or indifferent.  
	In fact,  it is not revival that God is bringing, but a "dreaded and fearful" judgment.  
	He tells Habakkuk to look and watch.  This will happen in his lifetime.
God's instrument is being prepared - Chaldea is gaining in power and terror.  
	Chaldea is, of course, Babylon, and they obey a Divine Commander that they do not know!  
	This powerful enemy of Judah is graphically described as ruthless, self-assured, self-sufficient, 	self-deified, and deadly.  Their soldiers are like swift leopards, fierce wolves, devouring eagles.  
	They seize lands, take captives, mock kings, and reduce fortresses to rubble.
	v. 11  BUT, they will be held guilty.

1:12    Habakkuk's reaction.  He must be perplexed, but he knows the character of God.
	God is eternal and holy; he will not let His people perish.
	God in His sovereignty has appointed Babylon to correct (discipline) Judah.
	God is the Rock.  This is a frequent reference to God who saves His people, and
		particularly to Jesus through whom we are saved.
The Rock:	His work is perfect, just, faithful and righteous.			Deut. 32:4
		Israel scorned the Rock of his salvation.				Deut. 32:15
		Israel neglected the Rock.						Deut. 32:18
		False gods are a false Rock.						Deut. 32:30-31
		The Rock spoke to David to rule righteously and in fear of God.	2 Sam. 23:3
		He is everlasting and trustworthy.					Isa. 26:4
		There is gladness in going to the Rock of Israel.			Isa. 30:29
		There is no other Rock.						Isa. 44:8
		Jesus is the Rock on which the church is built.			Matt. 16:16-18
		Jesus is the cornerstone of the church.				Eph. 2:19-21
		Jesus is the Rock who was a stumbling block to Israel.		Rom. 9:33
		Jesus was the Rock of blessing for Israel in the wilderness.		1 Cor.10:1-4
		The Rock became the cornerstone.					1 Pet. 2:7-8
		A wise man builds his house on the rock which will not fall.	Matt 7:24-27

1:13	Habakkuk has expressed faith and trust in God, yet he is still perplexed.
	If God is too pure to behold evil, then how can He use the wicked to devour those who are
		more righteous than they?  Wouldn't using the evil Babylonians damage God's
		righteous character?  It is as if God is blessing the Babylonians with power and success.
1:14-17  Habakkuk recounts the evil character and behavior of Babylon.  Life was cheap to them; their 	ruthless tactics of war consumed other peoples like aimless fish with no ruler; they worship the 	tools of their tyranny.   Habakkuk asks,  How long will God let this continue?

2:1	Habakkuk sees himself as a watchman standing on the city wall, one who will warn the people 	of coming danger.  He is willing to wait for God's answer and to ponder how he will reply.
2:2-3	God's answer came first as instructions:  Write down this vision as a reminder to all who read it 	that this will surely occur and be afraid.  The prophecy would have lasting relevance and would 	need to be preserved.  Also, it would occur at God's appointed time.  Although it will not occur 	immediately----wait for it!
2:4-5   While these characteristics relate here to the Babylonians, they are common to all who are 	unrighteous and distinguish them from the righteous who live by faith and trust in God.
	The unrighteous are proud and trust in themselves; they are greedy and never satisfied.
v. 6-19	These verses count five "woes" against five classes of evil doers, all of whom will
	suffer disdain and mockery from all nations.
	A "woe" is a burdensome pronouncement bringing great grief; a curse.
   	v. 6-8	Extortion to become rich.  They oppress people with excessive taxation (loans)
		The word translated loans here is H5671 abtiyt  and is used only here in the OT.
			It means something taken as a pledge.  Context would more reasonably
			translate this word as taxes.
		They steal and loot nations with bloodshed and violence		
		Those who suffer will rebel and inflict the same suffering on their oppressors.
	v. 9-11  Evil gain to protect oneself.  Acquiring a protected place by cutting off other people.
		Yet even the stones and rafters will cry out as witnesses against this sin.
	v. 12-14  Building with bloodshed and violence.  Oppressing laborers and pursuing useless
		grand cities will have no lasting value.  The fame of the Babylonians will fade, but the
		whole earth will know the glory of the LORD.  This is a reference to the eternal kingdom
		to be established at the second coming of Jesus. 			 Isa. 6:3, 11:9
	v. 15-17  Corrupting others.  If misery loves company, sin does even more so.      Rom. 1:32
		While they have destroyed the resources of the land, animals and people, the violence 			done to others will be returned on them resulting in utter disgrace.
	v. 18-19  Idolatry.  Worshiping the work of one's own hands and glorifying oneself.
		Isaiah also commented on the foolishness of idolatry.		Isa. 44:9-17
v. 20	Repeating the word of hope from verse 14, " the earth will be filed with the knowledge of the 	glory of the LORD", Habakkuk assures God's people that God is indeed sovereign over all the 	world and One who is to be worshiped for all His works are holy.  In contrast to the silence of 	idols, God calls all the universe to be silent before Him.

Isaiah's prophecy from God also contained six woes for the wicked.    		Isa. 5:8-23
	v.8-10	The rich had bought up all the desirable property, leaving the rest of the people with
		no where to go.
	v. 11-17  They had become a nation of God-rejecting drunks living only for carnal pleasure.
	v. 18-19  They were filled with deceit and have mocked God, daring Him to punish them.
	v. 20	 They twisted the truth, saying that right is wrong and wrong is right.
	v. 21	They were wise and shrewd in their own eyes.
	v. 22-24  They released the guilty for a bribe but denied justice to the innocent.
3:1	This chapter is Habakkuk's prayer and is presented in a highly emotional poetic form.  
	The reference to "shigionoth" and instrument instructions in v. 19 indicate that it is to be sung.

	All that God has revealed to Habakkuk has brought him to his knees to worship God who brings 	discipline to His people and justice to those who oppress them.  God's judgments are just, and 	although the pagan nation of  Babylon will serve His purposes, they are only doing what they 	themselves choose.  Their hearts are evil, their acts are sinful, and God's judgment is righteous.

v. 2 	Earlier praise for God is found is 2:14 and 20.  
	Here Habakkuk recalls God's fame and deeds of the past.

v.3-4  		God's splendor.  His glory is as the sunrise.

v. 5-12,14-15	God's strength
		v. 5		God judges with pestilence and plague.
		v. 6		God shakes the nations, shatters mountains, and levels hills.
		v. 7-12, 14-15  God utterly crushes His enemies.

v. 13		God's salvation.  God delivers His chosen people.

v. 16-19 	God's security.  Because of all he has seen, heard, and experienced, 
				   Habakkuk determines that he will
		v. 16	   trust God in time of fear		when the enemy is strong and threatening
		v. 17-19  trust God in time of famine		when in need or destitute

Habakkuk concludes his vision of God's dealings with His people having received some comfort from God's revealed character:  His sovereignty, holiness, justice, mercy and eternal purposes.  The wicked will be punished, and the righteous will be delivered.  God who is good and merciful, holy and just, is sovereign over all.

Confidence in God is a matter of faith.  The clearest definition of faith is God's enabling power.  
Faith distinguishes itself from confidence, trust, and belief in that faith originates from God alone.  
Rom. 3:21-31, Eph. 2:8, Rom. 10:17, and many, many other verses.  While Leon's website gets tens 
of thousands of "hits" each year, the most viewed article is the one on faith . . . recommended reading.

Habakkuk's declaration in 2:4 has echoed through centuries and millennia. The Apostle Paul quoted this verse in Romans 1:17:  The righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith."  Throughout the ages, from one persons' faith to another person's faith, those who have imputed righteousness from God will live according to the enabling power of God, not relying on their own efforts or will for either justification or sanctification.  

Centuries later, the church had become burdened with tradition and ceremony, corrupted by extra-Biblical teachings and practices.  This verse, Romans 1:17, was instrumental in Martin Luther's understanding of God's work of salvation and brought the Reformation movement to the forefront 
in an effort to bring the church back to the basic understandings and teachings of the apostles:  
Scripture alone,      grace alone,      faith alone,      Christ alone,      God's glory alone.
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