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							2 Samuel, Chapters 1-4

DAY ONE		2 Sam. 1:1-27		David learns of Saul's death
On the day that David slaughtered the Amalekites, Saul was overcome by the Philistines, his three sons killed, and Saul took his own life.  From the gathering of the armies of the Philistines and of Israel to the death of Saul, only one week passed.  David returned to Ziklag to divide the spoils.  Ziklag is about 80 miles from Mt. Gilboa.  How long did it take for the news of Saul's death to reach David? ___________
What was the appearance of the messenger? ________________________________________________
What were the three points of his message? v. 4  1. __________________________________________
	2. ___________________________________ 3. ______________________________________
Up to this point, the message is truthful.  
What from v. 8 and 13 would make David question the report? ________________________________
From what the man brought to David, what did David know about the man? ______________________
What was probably the motive of the man who brought the items to David? _______________________
How did David react upon hearing of the deaths of Saul and Jonathan? __________________________
In addition to these two deaths, what else grieved David and his men? ___________________________
	and __________________________________________________________________________
We have seen David's constant refusal to harm Saul, but this messenger claimed to have killed him.
What was David's question to him? _______________________________________________________
As a result, what happened to the messenger? _______________________________________________
What was the man's true offense? ________________________________________________________
There are 73 psalms of David in the Book of Psalms.  This one makes 74!  It is called a dirge or a lament.  Give a good definition here: ______________________________________________________
In v. 17-27, how does David describe his grief? _____________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
What phrase is repeated three times? ______________________________________________________

DAY TWO		2 Sam. 2:1-11		David made King over Judah
As this chapter begins, David is once against seeking counsel from the LORD.  
	What was David's question?  ______________________________________________________
	Where was he at that time? _______________________________________________________
What was the answer? _________________________________________________________________
How did David respond? ____________________ Who was with him? __________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________
What happened next? __________________________________________________________________
There is an interesting pattern in these verses:    Pray .  . . obey . . . serve.  We can apply this to our lives.
What is the next information David received concerning Saul? _________________________________
David commended them for their kindness to Saul, and he blessed them.  The blessing has three parts:
	1. __________________________________2. _______________________________________
	3. __________________________________________
What assurance did David give them? _____________________________________________________
Judah was secure, but what about the northern part of the country?  Saul's death had left a vacuum.  How was that filled? _______________________________________________________________________
Who is Abner from 1 Sam. 26:5? ________________________________________________________
This is the first time we have heard anything about the new king!  How old was he? ________________
Saul's other three sons fought with him at Mt. Gilboa.  Men of 20 years old and older were eligible for military duty.  What does this tell us about Ish-bosheth? ______________________________________
Saul's capital city was Gibeah.  From where will Ish-bosheth rule? ______________________________
	Why not from Gibeah? ___________________________________________________________
What is happening to the country? ________________________________________________________

DAY THREE	2 Samuel 2:12-32	Civil War
Two years into Ish-bosheth's reign, a high level conference was scheduled at _____________________.
	Abner represented ___________________________________________________  and
	Joab represented _____________________________________________________.
From 1 Sam. 26:6-9, what do we know about Abishai? _______________________________________
How did this conference (confrontation) intend to determine superiority of the two realms?
	_____________________________________________________________________________
Who won? __________________________________________________________________________
	Name Zeruiah's three sons: _________________, _______________ and __________________
What was Asahel's job? ________________________________________________________________
How did Abner try to deter Asahel? ______________________________________________________
What happened to Asahel? _____________________________________________________________
Abner still has a problem.  Who is still in pursuit? _________________ and _____________________
How was Abner protected? ____________________________________________________________
How was a truce reached? ______________________________________________________________
How many men did David lose in the battle? _________ How many did Abner lose? _______________
Why would Asahel be buried in Bethlehem? Think . . . _______________________________________
After this duty, why would Joab and his men return to Hebron? ________________________________
Yet, this was only the beginning of war.       Joab and Abner will meet again!

DAY FOUR	2 Samuel 3:1-21	David's rule is strengthened
The remaining years of David's rule from Hebron would experience war.  If it began two years after Saul's death and David ruled for seven years at Hebron, how long was the war?____________________
During this time, which ruler became weaker? ________________ Which became stronger? _________
Refer to your chart of David's family from Lesson 2.  How many wives did David have at Hebron? ____
How many of his children were born there? _____ Who is David's firstborn? ______________________
From v. 6-11, what were Abner and Ish-bosheth arguing about? ________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
How did Abner threaten Ish-bosheth? _____________________________________________________
Why was Ish-bosheth unable to defend himself? ____________________________________________
Abner contacted David with what offer? ___________________________________________________
What would David require? _____________________________________________________________
What was the problem? ________________________________________________________________
	How did Abner accomplish David's requirement? _____________________________________
What else did Abner plan to deliver to David? ______________________________________________

v. 22-39    What was Joab's objection to this plan? __________________________________________
What action did he take? _______________________________________________________________
What was his underlying motivation? _____________________________________________________
	From v. 30, who helped in this action? ______________________________________________
	Why did they kill Abner? _______________________________________________________
Why would Joab not asked for David's approval? __________________________________________  Declaring his own innocence, David pronounced a curse on Joab and his family invoking a variety of disasters. v. 28-29   How did David justify this curse? 1 Sam. 24:21-22 	____________________________________________________________________________
What do we know from Josh 21:13? ____________________________________________________ 
	Therefore, revenge violence was forbidden there.    Num. 35:24-25  
	Also, David was committed to upholding the Law.  Deut. 17:18-20
What other curse did David pronounce upon Joab and Abishai?  v. 39 _________________________
There was a significant funeral (especially since Abner had been an enemy).  In the funeral procession,
David __________________________________.  David also wrote a lament for Abner.  David's grief was so deep, that he fasted for _______________.  Where was Abner buried? ____________________
How did David describe Abner?  v. 38 ____________________________________________________
How popular was David with the people? v. 36 ____________________________________________

DAY FIVE		2 Samuel 4:1-12	Ish-bosheth's fate and David's justice
What was the reaction in Israel when Abner's death became known? ____________________________
Considering 1 Sam. 8:20, why were the people alarmed? _____________________________________
Verse 4 reminds us that Saul has another surviving descendant.  
Who is he? ___________________ How is he related to Saul? _________________________________
What had happened to this child? ________________________________________________________
When? _____________________________________________________________________________
We'll get back to him later.

Beginning with verse 5, two men are identified here named ________________ and ________________
Most translations have a parenthetical statement at the end of verse 2 through verse 3.  What does that indicate? ___________________________________________________________________________
However, there is useful information here.  What positions do these two men hold?
	_____________________________________________________________________________
They belonged to what tribe? ___________Why would that matter?_____________________________
How was Ish-bosheth assassinated? _______________________________________________________
They seemed quite proud of their success.  
What trophy (proof of their act) did they bring to David? ______________________________________
Why did they think David would be pleased? _______________________________________________
However, David swore by the LORD (as the LORD lives) and recounted a previous incident when news 	of Saul's death was brought to him.  What happened to that messenger when David believed his 	report?   2 Sam. 1:2-16 ___________________________________________________________
What crime did David say these two men had committed?  ____________________________________
How were the two men executed? ________________________________________________________
While mutilation was not uncommon during that time (and even today), how could removing the men's hands and feet be symbolic of their crime?  Their hands had ___________________________________
	and their feet had _______________________________________________________________
What happened to Ish-bosheth's head? ____________________________________________________

Israel and Judah are to be united under David's rule.  He is therir king and a man after God's own heart!
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