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							1 Samuel, Chapters 28 - 31

In our last lesson we followed David, a fugitive from Saul's wrath, as he hid in the wilderness, in caves and in Philistine towns.  David's army is growing, but he still avoids battle with Saul and refuses to harm him even though there have been ample opportunities.  David has impressed Achish, king of Gath, by bringing loot from the cities David has raided.  And now, war clouds are on the horizon . . . .

DAY ONE		1 Sam. 28:1-25	Preparing for war
Achish believed that the loot David had brought to him was from ________________  1 Sam. 27:10, 12
While David had actually been raiding _________________ cities.  1 Sam. 27:8
When the Philistines (from the entire region) began gathering for war, Achish expected David and his men to go with them.  What was David's answer?  v. 8________________________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________
What did Achish assume David meant? ___________________________________________________
What was the underlying truth of David's statement? _________________________________________
What position would David hold in Achish's army? v. 2_______________________________________

Saul is also gathering the army of Israel.  He had long relied on guidance from God through Samuel, but
Samuel was dead and buried.  In the past, Saul had removed ______________ and _________________
from the land.  Samuel had taught the people God's ordinances of the kingdom.  1 Sam. 10:25
What is commanded in Ex. 22:18? _______________________________________________________
     Lev. 19:31 ________________________________________________________________________
     Lev. 20:6, 27 ______________________________________________________________________
     Deut. 18:10-14 ____________________________________________________________________
What had Saul done concerning mediums and spiritists? ______________________________________
As the Philistine army gathered in Shunem, what was Saul's reaction? ___________________________
Samuel was dead, but how could the LORD have answered Saul?   by _________________, or 
	by _____________________ or by _____________________.  But the LORD did not answer.
Now Saul is desperate and he violates his own prohibition by __________________________________
What did Saul do to hide his identity? _____________________________________________________
Why was the "woman" afraid of him? _____________________________________________________
Who did Saul ask to contact? __________________  When a "being" appeared, how did Saul react?
	______________________________________________________________________________
Samuel recited the LORD's judgment against Saul because of his disobedience.  
What four things will result from this judgment?  1. __________________________________________ 
2. ______________________________ 3. __________________________ 4. _____________________
Saul had been fasting and he fainted.  Who brought him food? _________________________________

DAY TWO  	1 Sam. 29:1-11	David's alliance with the Philistines
This chapter begins by reviewing what had been happening as the armies gathered for battle.   David is in a quandary.  His alliance with Achish will bring him into battle against his own people, Israel.  We are given the location of the battle to come:
The Philistines are gathering at ________________ while Israel is camping in __________________.
The significance of this place is that the battle will be for control of a major trade route.
How is the size of the Philistine army described?  _______________ and ________________________
Where were David and his men stationed? _________________________________________________
The Philistines are concerned about David's presence.  Previously Israel had a great victory against the Philistines at Michmash when Hebrews had concealed themselves among the Philistines only to turn and fight against them.  1 Sam. 14:21  How did Achish reason with the other Philistines on behalf of David?
	v. 6, 9 ________________________________________________________________________
How did the Philistine commanders react to this argument? ____________________________________
In v. 5 they recount the song about David's military conquests.  Who were the "ten thousands" referred 	to here? _________________________________________
As a result, what did Achish do? _________________________________________________________
Why would David have continued his feigned loyalty to Achish? _______________________________
	_____________________________________________________________________________
David's language would continue to be ambiguous.  Professing to fight against the enemies of "my lord the king", Achish would assume he meant _________________, but David could have meant ________
When did David and his men leave the Philistine camp? ____________________

DAY THREE		1 Sam. 30:1-10	Trouble back home
How long did it take David and his men to return to Ziklag? ___________________________________
What happened to the town during their absence? ___________________________________________
What had happened to the inhabitants (their families!) ________________________________________
Who is specifically named in verse 5? ____________________________________________________
Who was responsible for this atrocity? ____________________________________________________
What was David's initial reaction?  v. 4____________________________________________________
What action were David's men planning? __________________________________________________
David needs help!  Where will he find guidance? ____________________________________________
What guidance did David receive? _______________________________________________________
From whom? ________________________________________________________________________
Psalm 40 recognizes the LORD's goodness to David in the past and calls for the LORD to rescue him.  	From this psalm, what has God done for him in the past?  v. 1-5
		_______________________________________________________________________
	What does God not desire?  v. 6 ___________________________________________________
	What does God desire?  v.7-10 ____________________________________________________
		How is that confirmed in 1 Sam. 15:22-23? ____________________________________
			_________________________________________________________________
	What does David ask of God?  v. 11-17 _____________________________________________
Back to 1 Samuel 30:     How many left Ziklag with David? _________
 How many were too exhausted to continue very far?_________
A brief account of David's army is described in 1 Chron. 12:19-22.  How is David's army described in
	v. 22? ________________________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR		1 Sam. 30:11-31	David's victory and restoration
As David's army seeks the Amalekites who had destroyed Ziklag, who is found in a field? ___________
What had happened to him? _____________________________________________________________
How long had he been alone? ___________________________________________________________
How did David meet this man's most pressing need? _________________________________________
What did he confess to David? v. 14 ______________________________________________________
What did David ask of him? ____________________________________________________________
What did the man ask of David? _________________________________________________________
When David and his army approached the Amalekites, what were they doing? 
	_____________________________________________________________________________
How long did the battle last? ____________________________________________________________
How many of the Amalekites escaped? ____________ How? __________________________________
How much of what was taken from Ziklag was David able to recover? ___________________________
List here what is specifically mentioned: ___________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
David's praise to God for victory is recorded in Psalm 69:30-36.   
Heading back to Ziklag David and his men encountered those who had been left behind earlier.  
What did David's men propose concerning those who did not continue to the battle? 
	______________________________________________________________________________
What was David's decision concerning the division of spoils for those who fought and those who supported them but did not actually fight? _________________________________________________
David also sent spoils of war to other cities in Judah.  In verses 27-31, how many cities received gifts from David? _______________  Why do you think David would have made this generous gesture?
	_____________________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE		1 Sam. 31:1-13	Saul's defeat and death
Meanwhile, back at the battle between Israel and the Philistines, who is winning? __________________
We will see that the Philistines would not be content until Israel was defeated and Saul's family 	destroyed.
How is Israel described in v. 1? __________________________________________________________
Name Saul's three sons who were killed: _________________, ______________ and _______________
How was Saul wounded? _______________________________________________________________
Of what was Saul afraid? _______________________________________________________________
What did he ask his armor bearer to do? ___________________________________________________
Why did the armor bearer refuse? ________________________________________________________
How did Saul accomplish his wish? ______________________________________________________
What did the armor bearer do then? _______________________________________________________
What happened with the remainder of Saul's army? __________________________________________
Following battles, the victor would gather the armor and belongings of the dead left lying on the battlefield.  How was the news of victory over Saul announced by the Philistines to their people?
	______________________________________________________________________________
How do we know that the Philistines considered this a religious victory? _________________________
Where were Saul's weapons displayed? ____________________________________________________
What was done with the bodies of Saul and his sons? _________________________________________
How were the bodies retrieved and what happened to them? ___________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
How long were Saul and his sons mourned? ________________________________________________
This defeat and the deaths of Saul and his sons was also recorded in 1 Chron. 10:1-14.  The two accounts are almost identical, but there is more.  From v. 13-14, what two reasons are given for Saul's death?  1. _________________________________ and 2. ____________________________________
As a result of Saul's death, what did the LORD do? __________________________________________
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