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Even though Saul was the first king of Israel, David's reign established a covenant kingdom to be fully realized in Jesus.  Solomon would carry forward what had begun with David, and it is important for us to follow events subsequent to David to more fully understand the impact of his life.  As we ended last week, Solomon was securely on the throne of Israel and he had carried out the last directives from David.  This lesson will give us an overview of Solomon's reign.

DAY ONE		1 Kings 3 and 2 Chronicles 1	Getting off to a good start
From 1 Kings 3:1-2, what three construction projects were underway?  1. ________________________
	2. __________________________ 3. _______________________________
	Although the Temple was under construction and there was a tabernacle at Gibeon, what were
	the people doing? ______________________________________________________________
1 Kings 3:3  What was commendable about Solomon? _______________________________________
	What is required of God's people from Deut. 10:12-13? _________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	What disobedience is attributed to him? _____________________________________________
	What should Solomon have known from Num. 33:51-52? _______________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
1 Kings 3:4-15, as Solomon was worshiping at the tabernacle in Gibeon, the LORD appeared to him with a question:  "Ask __________________________________________________"
How did Solomon evaluate David's character? ___________________________________
How did Solomon see himself? _________________________________________________________
For what did Solomon ask?  v. 8-9 _______________________________________________________
Why was God pleased with Solomon's request?  v. 10-11 _____________________________________
What else did God give him? v. 12-14 ____________________________________________________
How did Solomon react? v. 15 __________________________________________________________
Solomon would write Proverbs.  Today, read through Proverbs 4 for further insight.

DAY TWO		2 Chron. 1:14 - 5:14		Building the Temple
Just generally describe Solomon's wealth.  2 Chron. 1:14-17;   8:17-18;   9:10-11;   9:13-28 	______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
2 Chron. 2, 3 and 4 describe the building of the Temple and its furnishings.  Read through these verses 	and find an illustration of Solomon's Temple if you can. 
2 Chron. 5:1-10  What act culminated the completion of the Temple? ____________________________
	   5:11-14  What occurred then? ____________________________________________________
2 Chron. 6:1-6  How did Solomon know where to build the Temple? ____________________________
	   6:7-10  How did Solomon know that he was the one to build it? _________________________
	   6:11  What was the purpose of the Temple? _______________(represented the throne of God)
2 Chron. 6:12-42 is Solomon's long prayer of dedication.  
From 2 Chron. 7:1-3, how were the sacrifices consumed? ____________________________________
	v. 4-5  Of what did the sacrifices consist? ____________________________________________
This is also recorded in 1 Kings 5 through 8.
After a feast of dedication which lasted seven days, the LORD appeared to Solomon. (Also recorded in 1 Kings 9:1-9.)  In 2 Chron. 7:11-22 the LORD anticipates that Israel will fall away.  There are some "if/then" statements.  Let's look at them:
v. 13-14  If I _______________________________________________________________________
	and My people _______________________________________________________________
	then I______________________________________________________________________
v. 17-18  If ________________________________________________________________________
	then _________________________________________________________________________
v. 19-20  If __________________________________________________________________________
	then __________________________________________________________________________
From v. 22, why would adversity fall upon Israel? ___________________________________________

DAY THREE     1 Kings 9:10 -10:29       Solomon's splendor     also 2 Chronicles 8:1 through 9:30
1 Kings 9:10-16   How had Solomon compensated Hiram for supplies to build the palace and Temple?
	_____________________________________________________________________________
	Who had captured the city of Gezer from the Canaanites? _______________________________
	What did he do with it? __________________________________________________________
v. 17-23 who comprised forced labor for Solomon's building projects? ___________________________
	How did the sons of Israel serve Solomon? ___________________________________________
	How many "supervisors" were there over the work force? _______________________________
From 1 Kings 6:13-16, note the number of forced laborers _________________,
	transporters _________________,  stone masons ___________________
	It is estimated that Solomon's total forced labor exceeded 170,000.
1 Kings 10:1-13	The Queen of Sheba				also 2 Chronicles 9:1-12
Solomon's fame for wisdom and wealth spread far and wide.  The queen of Sheba decided on a personal journey to check it all out for herself, testing Solomon with difficult questions.  Sheba is located south of Israel approximately where Yemen is now, so it was a considerable journey.
What did she bring as a gift for Solomon? v. 2  _____________________________________________
What impressed the queen? _____________________________________________________________
The queen gave a blessing to ____________________________________________________________
What did Solomon give her? v. 13 ________________________________________________________
1 Kings 10:14-29 and 2 Chronicles 9:13-28 give a brief accounting of Solomon's wealth.  Read through these verses and be impressed!

DAY FOUR		1 Kings 11:1-40	Solomon's apostasy
Solomon was rich and famous beyond description.  He has forgotten the charge given to him by his father David.  For review, read 1 Samuel 8:10-18.  Let's see how Solomon turned from obeying God.
A common practice for making peace with nations which might be a threat, was to seal a treaty with a marriage.  What nations (people) had given wives to Solomon? ________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________
Why had God forbidden such a practice? _________________________________________________
Solomon had how many wives? _______________ concubines? ____________________
In v. 3-4, it truly seems that "the heart of the matter is a matter of the heart." 
What happened to Solomon's heart? _________________________________
What did he do as a result? _______________________________________________________
What specific idols are named?   v. 5_________ and __________  v. 7 _________ and ___________
But that was not all!  How tolerant and affirming was Solomon concerning foreign gods?   v. 8
	______________________________________________________________________________
How did God characterize this behavior? v. 6____________________________________________
	How did God react?  v. 9 _____________________________________________________
Who was the standard for a faithful king? v. 6_________________________________
As a result of Solomon's apostasy, what judgment did God bring?  v. 11 ________________________
	When would this happen? _______________________________________________________
	Who will reign over the northern part of the nation? __________________________________
	Who will reign over the tribe of Judah? ____________________________________________
Why did God leave a remnant to the house of David? _______________________________________
Until this time, Solomon had lived in peace with surrounding nations.  Now, however, God will remove that protection and raise up adversaries.  
1 Kings 11:14-22  An Edomite named ________________ had fled to Egypt when Joab had slain every 	male in Edom.  When he heard David and Joab were dead, he returned to Moab against Judah.
v. 23-25  From Syria, God raised up ________________  who wanted revenge for the evil done when 	Hadadezer was allied with David.
v. 26-40  And there was an internal enemy:  ________________________
	How is he described? ___________________________________________________________
	How did he serve Solomon? ______________________________________________________	
	What did the prophet Ahijah tell him? v. 31___________________________________________
	Why would one tribe would remain? _______________________________________________
	Whose faithfulness did God honor? _________________________
	What promise was made to Jeroboam?  v. 38 _________________________________________
	How long would this judgment last?  v. 39 ___________________________________________
How did Solomon react toward Jeroboam? _________________________________________________
What did Jeroboam do? ____________________________

DAY FIVE	1 Kings 11:41-43	Solomon's death
How long did Solomon reign over Israel? _____________________________
Where was he buried? _____________________________________________
Who would be king in his place? ____________________________________
The book of Proverbs is a collection of short sayings made out of long experiences.  They are a basic teaching tool about general truths or rules of conduct--but not prophecy or a promise.
Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived.  As we conclude this overview of his life, let's garner some wisdom from his writings.  Make some notes concerning wisdom from the following:
Proverbs 2:1-6 _______________________________________________________________________
Proverbs 3:5-8, 13 ____________________________________________________________________
Proverbs 4:5-8 _______________________________________________________________________
Proverbs 5:21-23______________________________________________________________________
Proverbs 8:10-11 _____________________________________________________________________
Proverbs 9:9-11 ______________________________________________________________________
The NT contrasts wisdom from the world and godly wisdom.  How is worldly wisdom described in
	1 Cor. 3:19-20 ________________________________________________________________
	James 3:15 ___________________________________________________________________
Wisdom from above:  James 3:17-18 ____________________________________________________
Oh, that we would trust God and do what He says!
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