Genesis
Lesson Nine

Gen 8:1- 9:17

Gen 8:1-5 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided. 2Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the sky was restrained; 3and the water receded steadily from the earth, and at the end of one hundred and fifty days the water decreased. 4And in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. 5And the water decreased steadily until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains became visible.

We know that God is omniscient so when we read that God remembers something we know this is an anthropomorphic statement. But think about it from Noah’s perspective since he had been on this box in the middle of a lot of water with no land in sight and no word from God. This would have been a wonderful moment for him as he saw the elements begin to make the water subside and he would have known that God was acting on his behalf. There were 400 years of slavery of the people in Egypt before they were delivered and there were 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. It is interesting that we had 400 years of silence from God between the time of the OT and the NT before God “remembered” His people and sent Jesus for the final stage of His interaction with His people. We learn about God from waiting as well as with His actions. 
The Hebrew word translated “wind” in 8:1 is the same word used in Gen 1 that is translated “Spirit” so there is a similarity between The Creation and this “new” creation as they are initiated by an action of the Holy Spirit. Noah would have known that there was no more rain but he probably would not have known about the closing of the water sources from under the earth. The ark had some draft so it would rest on the ground of the mountain before Noah would be able to see the tops of the mountains. Noah still has to wait on the Lord. We do not know exactly where the ark rested. The area called Ararat is probably what is now called Armenia. The present Mount Ararat is about 17,000 feet in elevation and most people think this is where the ark finally rested. The ark rested on the seventeenth day of the seventh month that probably was referring to the Jewish civil calendar. This month was later made the first day of the Jewish religious year. The Lord Jesus rose from the dead on the seventeenth day of the second month, which would correlate to the same time on the Jewish civil calendar. So the correlation of the ark in saving God’s chosen people is even more complete with Jesus as the “ark” of God’s chosen people. 
Gen 8:6-12 Then it came about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made; 7and he sent out a raven, and it flew here and there until the water was dried up from the earth. 8Then he sent out a dove from him, to see if the water was abated from the face of the land; 9but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so she returned to him into the ark; for the water was on the surface of all the earth. Then he put out his hand and took her, and brought her into the ark to himself. 10So he waited yet another seven days; and again he sent out the dove from the ark. 11And the dove came to him toward evening; and behold, in her beak was a freshly picked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the water was abated from the earth. 
So after another testing period of 40 days, Noah began looking for signs of deliverance from the ark. The raven is not said to return so it seems that it flew around until enough dry land appeared for it to land. The present ravens are scavengers so maybe (although the eating of meat was not yet allowed) it was not as particular about the state of the land. The dove returned after its first release for it would definitely have been looking for signs of fresh growth. The second release of the dove resulted in it returning with a leaf so Noah knew that fresh growth had appeared. Although not certain, it seems that the raven was sent out on the 264th day after the beginning of the flood and the dove was sent on the 278th day when it returned with the olive leaf. 
Gen 8:12-19 Then he waited yet another seven days, and sent out the dove; but she did not return to him again. 13Now it came about in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first of the month, the water was dried up from the earth. Then Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the surface of the ground was dried up. 14And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. 15Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 "Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons' wives with you. 17"Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you, birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, that they may breed abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." 18So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. 19Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by their families from the ark.

The sentence structures of 7:7-9 and 8:18-19 are examples of “epic repetition” that is used often in Hebrew writing. By comparing 7:6, 11; 8:13-14 we see that Noah waited approximately one year before he knew that there was dry land available. But he still had to wait for God to command him to leave the ark. We see here something of a repeat of the creation narrative of filling the earth again with God’s created animals and people. On probably the 285th day the dove was sent out and did not return indicating that the bird had found enough growth so that it could support bird life. Noah waited another 29 days (314 days after the flood began) and removed part of the roof of the ark so that he could now see dry ground. But he waited another 57 days (371 days or 53 weeks after the flood began) before he saw that there was enough dry land to leave the ark. So Noah, his family and all the animals departed the ark to enter a very different earth than the one they had left. The oceans would be much more extensive than before the deluge and the release of underground waters so that there would be much less land area for habitation. The vapor cloud had dissipated and replaced by clouds like we have today but more radiation would be allowed to strike the earth. The temperature differential would be much greater over the earth so that ice and snow were now possible. 
It is interesting to compare the calling of Noah out of the ark and the call to Abraham as each are representative of new beginnings and both are marked by God’s promise of blessing and His gift of the covenant (The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Volume 2):

Genesis 8:15-20




Genesis 12:1-7
Then God said to Noah



The Lord had said to Abram

Come out from the ark



Leave your country

So Noah came out




So Abram left

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord


Then Abram built an altar to the Lord

Then God blessed Noah



And I (God) will bless you

Be fruitful and increase



I will make you into a great nation

I now establish my covenant with you and

To your offspring, I will give this land

Your descendants


Gen 8:20-22 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21And the Lord smelled the soothing aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, "I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done. 22"While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day and night Shall not cease."

This is the first mention of the word “altar” in the Bible.
We see the first statement of original sin that remains for all people of all ages. David also clearly knew from what age the sin nature is present: Psalm 51:5 “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.” 
Remember that Moses wrote this account and we see parallels with the altar at Mount Sinai after the Exodus (Exodus 24:4-18): 1) Both were after major events in God’s dealing with His people , 2) Both mark the beginning of a covenant (Gen 9:9; Exodus 24:7), 3) Outcome of both covenants is a blessing by God (Gen 9:1; Exodus 23:25), 4) Central provision in both covenants is protection from the beasts of the field or wild animals (Gen 9:2; Exodus 23:29), 5) The “earth” will be preserved from destruction (Gen 9:11; Exodus 23:29), 6) In Genesis the sign is the rainbow (Gen 9:13-17) and in Exodus the sign is the appearance of the glory of God (Exodus 24:15), 7) Both have stipulations on behavior of the people (Gen 9:4; Exodus 24:3). Moses probably makes these correlations for he wants people to know that Sinai was not the first covenant with God but a return to His original promises. This covenant is midway between that with all mankind (1:28) and His promise to bless all peoples on the earth through Abraham (12:1-3). 
Gen 9:1-4 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 2"And the fear of you and the terror of you shall be on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, into your hand they are given. 3Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I give all to you, as I gave the green plant 4"Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.

 God blessed Adam and Eve and here He blesses Noah and his sons. God also gave the same command that He gave to Adam and Eve concerning propagating the race. God also protected Noah and his sons from all other creatures on earth by placing a fear of mankind into all other creatures on earth. The cattle are not included in this fear and terror mandate so it seems that man and cattle still had the pre-flood relationship for domesticated animals. Note that the Gen 1:28 command concerning having dominion over the earth and subdue it (Gen 1:28 And God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.") is not included here. John tells us that the devil still retains some dominion on the earth: 1John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.
In verse three we read that God provided provision for man in addition to the vegetables and fruit that he had previously eaten. Although man could now eat meat, the sacredness of life was preserved by not allowing him to eat flesh with the blood of the animal. This prohibition was later amplified: Lev 3:17 'It is a perpetual statute throughout your generations in all your dwellings: you shall not eat any fat or any blood.' " The flesh was given for eating but the life of the flesh was intended for sacrifice: 

Lev 17:11-12 'For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.' 12"Therefore I said to the sons of Israel, 'No person among you may eat blood, nor may any alien who sojourns among you eat blood.'
Gen 9:5-7 "And surely I will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it. And from every man, from every man's brother I will require the life of man. 6"Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man. 7"And as for you, be fruitful and multiply; Populate the earth abundantly and multiply in it."

In verse 6b Moses uses the third person in reference to Elohim so this seems to be an explanation added by Moses to this requirement of the prohibition of manslaughter. This then forms the basis for the development of the Law that Moses received from God. God amplifies the sanctity of human life with the provision that the life of any person or animal that kills a man will be required. God explains this extension of the sanctity of human life in verse six as He states that man is special because he was originally made in the image of God. Although this image was tarnished by the sin of Adam, the potential for its restoration upon an act of God still remains so human life remains special before God. The command to again populate the world is given again but with the requirement of capital punishment for killing a human. This requirement is the start of a formal government system since the phrase “from every man’s brother” means that mankind is responsible for seeing that this requirement is done. The pre-flood system of anarchy was forbidden. The emphasis is not on vengeance but on justice. We also see later that Israel is explicitly given the responsibility of taking the life of a man who murders another man (Ex 21:12, Num 35:16-21).
The Christian era does not set aside these aspects of the Noahic covenant. We see in the NT the following: 1) the eating of meat (1 Tim 4:3-4), 2) the abstinence from blood (Acts 15: 19-20), and 3) the authority of the sword (Rom 13:4; Acts 25:11). 

Man certainly did become fruitful and multiply. The world’s population increased from eight to billions in something over four thousand years. This increase amounts to an increase of about 0.5 % annually or an average of about 2.5 children for each family. 

Gen 9:8-10 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying 9"Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even every beast of the earth.
God now formally announces the establishment of the covenant that was made by God to the people and all living creatures from the ark. The author was God as we clearly see in verses 9, 11, 12, and 17. This is very significant for it is only possible by the grace of God since there was no merit of man required. The destiny of other creatures related to that of man is also stated in Isa 11:6-8 and Rom 8:19-22. 

Isaiah 11:6-9  And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the kid, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7Also the cow and the bear will graze; Their young will lie down together; And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8And the nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the sea.

Rom 8:18-22 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

We note that the cattle are included in this covenant and that the beasts of the field are mentioned twice. I assume twice mentioning such undomesticated animals was to ensure that man knew they also were included in the covenant and man should make such provisions as needed to help them also. 
Gen 9:11-12 "And I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth." 12And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations;
The word “covenant” is used in verses 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 so it is very important. There is some indication of this being a world-wide flood for there have been many disastrous local floods in the years since this event. Verse twelve informs us that this is a covenant for all generations so that it is still in effect. 
 Gen 9:13-17 I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. 14"And it shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, 15and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16"When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 17And God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth."

It could be that this is the first appearance of the rainbow since it seems that the earth had not previously been watered by rain. This “token” for the covenant is to be seen by God as a “remembrance” of His covenant with the earth. We may not always see the rainbow but God can always see it. He repeats in verse 17 that this rainbow is the “token” for this covenant. I think it important to note that the bow of the rainbow is bowed toward heaven and not toward the earth.  Such an orientation states that God will be “shot” if He does not keep this covenant.  This observation tends to state the permanence of this covenant since it is not possible for God to be “shot”.  

A second judgment is coming.  The second judgment will be fire.

2Peter 3:7 “But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

2Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.”

Just as Noah was saved from the flood, those who are in the “ark” of Jesus will also be saved.  Those of us on the second ark will have a new heaven and a new earth.

Rev 21:1 “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.”

Be certain that you are safe from the second destruction.

There are four elements given by God in this covenant with Noah and we see that our definition of sovereignly administered is clear since God alone makes the covenant.  We also see that the covenant was based totally on grace for none of the people had earned it.  

1.) He promised to save Noah and all of his family (Gen 6:18).

2.) God promised that, while the earth remains, the seasons and the cycle of day and night would not cease.  Noah gave a burnt offering to God of every clean animal and bird (Gen 8:20-22).

3.) He blessed them and commanded them to fill the earth with descendents.  He established fear of man in every beast and bird and creeping things as well as the fish.  He gave them animals for food but restricted them to not partake of a beings blood.  He established the law of death for anyone taking the life of another human (Gen 9:1-7).  

4.) The covenant was to all living things.  He gave a sign of the covenant.  He promised to never destroy the living beings again with a flood (Gen 9:8-17).
Gen 9:18-19 Now the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem and Ham and Japheth; and Ham was the father of Canaan. 19These three were the sons of Noah; and from these the whole earth was populated.
Moses tells us that Canaan would come from Ham as an introduction to the narrative that will follow. The question of the races in the world has often been asked and is not really answered in these episodes. Depending upon the method of clarification, there are 3-6 major races in the world with over 3,000 tribal languages and dialects. They had to all come from these men. The names of these three are always given in the order above but we do not know their age relationships. The Bible is clear that all came from these:
Gen 10:32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, by their nations; and out of these the nations were separated on the earth after the flood.

Acts 17:26 and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation,
If we take the following to be birth order then Canaan was Ham’s youngest son:

Gen 10:6 And the sons of Ham were Cush and Mizraim and Put and Canaan.
Presumably Moses mentions only Canaan here because he is the ancestor of the Canaanites, who were the idolatrous inhabitants of the land promised to Abraham. It was probably during the time Moses was leading the people toward this land that he was editing this narrative and such would have been on his mind. 

An Aside:

A. Is everyone created in the image of God?

Some people have taken Gen 9:6 as proof that all mankind is always created in the image of God.

Gen 9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.
However we are clearly told in the following that all of mankind are descendents of Seth and that Seth was created in the image of Adam who had lost His image of God by his sin.

Gen 5:3 “When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.”

Gen 9:6 only says that originally God did create man in His image and therefore he is very important but he did not retain that explicit image.  Therefore it is necessary that a person be born again to regain this image relationship.

John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."”

1John 5:1 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him.”

B. Is everyone a child of God?

Some people also use Gen 6:9 as the basis for calling all people children of God and such a concept is clearly wrong:

John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

John 1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

AMEN
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