Genesis
Lesson Eight
1: 6:14-17

Ark: floating box! It is of Egyptian origin for carrying grain and golden images across Nile. Moses educated in Egypt and Egyptians are descendents of Ham so not surprising. Moses’ mom used similar container for him as a baby: Ex 2:3. Gopher wood may be cypress. Pitch may be tar but something to make waterproof. Value of cubit debated but probably ~18 inches: 450 ft long, 75 ft wide, 45 ft high. Big box! Had 3 decks, 1 window, 1 door. “Window” debated but used in old languages to mean where light can enter and finished 1 cubit from top not exactly known. 

2: 6:14-17

Not known exactly how long took to build ark. Gen 6:3 indicates 120 years. Noah (Gen 7:6) was 600 yrs old when flood waters came on earth. Gen 5:32 says Noah 500 and he became father of three sons. Context not clear. If he was 500 when became father of three sons (triplets?) then they were 100 when flood came. Gen 6:10 repeats about sons. If take 5:32 to be same time as 6:3 and the flood began 120 years later then 80 years to build ark.

Not very important except to know that he built it by faith (Heb 11:7).

3: Netherlands 1

4:Netherlands 2

5: Hong Kong

6: Depicting resting on top mountain

7: Book1

8: Book

9:Book

10:6:18-22

Covenant will be made (Chapter 9). First use of word “covenant”: “a bond in blood sovereignly administered by God”. Seven covenants and 5 with man: 

Redemption and/or Creation, With Adam, With Noah, With Abraham, With Moses, With David, In Jesus

11:6:18-22

The next covenant is that with Adam and the validity of this covenant: Hos 6:7.  Aspects of covenant with Adam:

1. Demonstration of grace with the garments of skin and the shedding of blood 

Gen 3:21 “And the Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.”
2. The promise of a seed

Gen 3:15 “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”
3. Made with Adam and Eve as representatives of all mankind.

Rom 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned”
12:6:18-22

God always in plan A. All covenants fulfilled with Jesus. Many scholars see a correlation of Jesus and the ark in that only some people are chosen to be “in Jesus” and the covenant is also correlated with the new covenant with Jesus. 

Number of species: if “kind” is similar to our “species” then over 1,000,000 but not all on the ark. Over 20,000 species of fish and not on the ark. Subtracting others leaves a number between 35,000 and 70,000 animals (one male and one female). Volume of ark would equal 569 two-deck railroad cars and all animals would fit into about 50% of ark’s capacity leaving plenty of room for supplies and people.

13: 7:1-5

Some say “come into the ark” rather than “enter the ark”. See more clean animals than unclean animals. Biblical definition of clean not until Lev 11 so we do not know how Adam chose. Animal sacrifice of Abel accepted by God so perhaps such info made clear to Abel since he was a prophet. 

Seems to be 14 of each type of clean animal. We know that there would be sacrifices after the flood so they were needed for that purpose. 

Remember grace preceded Noah being found righteous. Seven more days and rain would come for the time of testing (40 days/nights).  God restated His goal and Noah faithful.

14:7:6-12

Use of “Now” uncertain. Noah 600 when flood came and all to be saved were aboard. God still waited 7 days but Moses does not record date the deluge began. The normal Hebrew manner of stating dates would mean in the 2nd month and 17th day after his 600th birthday. Do not know when the year started at in the calendar of Noah. Babylonian/Persian calendars the 1st month was in the spring so flood would be in either April or May. Hebrew year started in fall so flood in October or November. Two sources of water and both statements are symbolic and “rain” very strong word so is “deluge”. 

15:7:13-16

Reiterate previous set of verses. God closed the only door after all He intended to save were in the ark. Same will occur at the End Times when nobody else will be allowed in heaven. Similar in parable of ten virgins:

Matt 25:10-13 "And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 11"And later the other virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, lord, open up for us.' 12"But he answered and said, 'Truly I say to you, I do not know you.' 13"Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.

16: 7:17-24

Moses restates previous although “flood” must be the “deluge” for verse 24 says earth remained captive of the flood for 150 days or 5 months. Plan of ark successful (no surprise!). Height of water was 270 inches or 22.5 feet above highest mountains so nowhere for animals or birds to find safety. Plenty of time for carcasses to be destroyed or eaten by the fish so the land would be safe for occupancy w/o diseases from decaying flesh. 

17: 8:2-5

Get more details about time in these verses.

Since the rain started in the second month, the resting of the ark on the seventh month would mean that the water prevailed over the earth for five months or 150 days. Many millions of people and animals were killed by God because they were evil. God only chose eight people to save and some unspecified number of animals. God also clearly chose Abraham and Moses. Only God can properly choose those to represent Him for only He can see the heart of man. 

18: Lessons from the Ark

Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark.

Stay fit. When you are 600 years old someone might ask you to do something really big.

Don’t listen to critics. Do what has to be done.

Build on high ground. Travel in pairs. Two heads are better than one. Speed isn’t always an advantage: cheetahs and snails on board.

If you can’t fight or flee, float.

Take care of your animals. Don’t forget we are all in the same boat. When the doo-doo gets really deep don’t complain, shovel. Stay below deck during the storm. Remember the ark was built by amateurs and the Titanic was built by professionals. If you have to start over have a friend by your side. Remember that the woodpeckers on the INSIDE are often a bigger threat than the storm outside. Don’t miss the boat. No matter how bleak it seems, there is always a rainbow on the other side.

