Genesis
Lesson Seven

1 A Tale of Two Cities

In Gen 3:14-15 we read of three sets of antagonists: 1.) The serpent and the woman, 2.) Descendants of the serpent and the woman, 3.) Satan and the ultimate descendant of the woman, Jesus Christ.

New event was hatred of woman for Satan.

Second set of antagonists are the descendants of Adam and Eve under the influence of Satan (for Satan does not hatch any new little demons!) and descendants of Adam and Eve under the influence of God. So there are two cities and we will first look at the city of man (Satan’s people).

2 City of Man

Gen 4:18-24. Man began superior to present man so there was a devolution and not evolution. Cain destined to be a nomad (4:12) and he named the land Nod (wandering). He would remain restless as are all people w/o their valid roots in God. 

Cain set about building his first city with his first son, Enoch. Adam could have lived to see over one million descendants if only half of his children had children and etc. Moses gives the names of a few of Cain’s descendents. 

The personality of Lamech is horrible! No ethics code yields anarchy. Need city with foundations: Heb 11:10. 

Lamech first polygamist and wives chosen based upon physical beauty and not ethics.

3. City of Man

Adah: pleasure, ornament, or beauty.

Zillah: shade due to luxurious hair.

Naamah: loveliness.

Opposite of 1 Peter 3:3-4.

Names of two of Cain’s descendents contain the simple name of God: el. Have Mehujael and Methushael. Indicating a form of godliness but denying its power (2 Tim 3:5).

Professions reflect enamoring with things: livestock, music, bronze/iron but not for the glory of God. 

Last characteristic is pride: first recorded poetry is Gen 4:23-24 as he boasts of violence and it is worse that that of God.

4. City of God

Gen: 25 begins generations of Adam and see a vast contrast as they began to call upon the name of the Lord.

Gen 5:1-3 Moses elaborates on the birth of their first son after Abel’s death. Here we see “like father, like son”. Seth is image and likeness of Adam and not of God. Then genealogy is traced to Noah so each of us is made in the image of Adam and not God. Gen 9:6 does not repute this for it says that initially God made man in the image of God. But man is still special for he can become in the image of God when born again.
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State of being in the image of Adam is also confirmed in Eph 2:1; James 2:26. 

Jesus said we must be born again: John 3:3, 7 as did Peter in 1 Peter 1:3, 23. 

Even after being born again, Christians struggle with the sin nature during sanctification as stated by Paul in Rom 7:14-8:2. 

Physical birth: person only able to sin (no faith, Rom 14:23). Spiritual birth ( person able to sin or not to sin. Glorified person  not able to sin.
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Gen 5:4-5. See Adam lived 930 years and he died.

Gen 5:6-24. See 7 generations of people all of long life who then died except for Enoch. Enoch also mentioned in Heb 11:5. Jude also tells us that Enoch preached in Jude 1:14-15. 

Note there also was a “bad” Enoch (Gen 4:17).

Note in Enoch’s prayer the mention of “ungodly” four times as he was warning people of the coming judgment. Peter related this judgment to the final in 2 Peter 3:5-7. Our age is permeated with similar ungodly people.
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Gen 5:25-27. Methuselah lived 969 years. Name means “when he dies it will come”.

Gen 5:28-29. Descendent of Cain and Seth named Lamech but what a difference! Noah’s Lamech a godly man who continued to hope that a son would be born as the promised seed to Eve (give us rest from our work of the ground cursed by the Lord). His hope not fulfilled but his faith that such would come shows he was a godly man.
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Gen 5:30-32. Add age differences with Methuselah’s age in the 9 generations from Adam and obtain 1656 years from time of Adam to the time  of Noah, if no other generations other than those given. So would be millions of people on earth at time of Noah. So flood came about 2300 years after time of Adam. Jesus is the second Adam so perhaps second end will be about same length of time after coming of Jesus? Don’t quote me!!!!
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Gen 6:1-4. See in Gen 6:2 a reference to the two cities. “Sons of God” could mean the sons of Seth and the “daughters of men” could refer to the descendants of Cain. Should be no merging of cursed with blessed people (2 Cor 6:14) and see later God commanded the people not to intermarry with the people of the promised land (Gen 34:9-14; Deut 7:3; Josh 23:12, 13; Ezra 9:14). 

Most famous giant was Goliath (9.5’) who seemed to come from a family of giants ((1 Sam 17:4-11, 23-26, 39-51).

10

Other giants are mentioned in Scripture:

Rephaim (Gen 14:5; 15:20; Deut 2:11, 20-21) who lived in the time of Abraham.

Anakim (Num 13:28, 31-33 (also mentions Nephilim)) were sons of Anak who was the son of Arba who founded the city of Kiriath0arba, or Hebron. Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim (Josh 14:15). 

Emim (Gen 14:5; Deut 2:10-11) lived in Moab who were the descendants of Lot and were born of incest and represented evil. They were also called Rephaim by some. 

11

Not certain about the identity of the “sons of God”. Also used for angels: Job 1:6, 2:1, 38:7;Dan 3:25. Adam also referred to similarly in Luke 3:38. Believers are also called “sons of God” since born again by His Spirit: John 3:3-8. So all directly created by God can be called “sons of God” and that would include angels.

Writers of LXX and other Jewish writers (1 Enoch) translate as “angels”. The action of the fallen angels could be another attempt by Satan to corrupt the human race and keep the seed from coming who would bruise his head. But God destroyed those by the flood so the corruption was incomplete and Jesus could come.

We cannot be sure.
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No marriage in heaven and compared with angels (Matt 22:30) but that is for angels in heaven and not the fallen angels. Also note that Gen 6:4 states that the Nephilim were present before and after the flood and the descendants of Cain were destroyed by the flood so these “daughters of men” were not available to interact later with the “sons of God”. It could then be that either not all people were destroyed in the flood (if angels are not involved) so that propagation of the giants continued, or that fallen angels had relations with women in the world to produce giants after the flood as well as before the flood. ???? Evidently not for us to know. 
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Gen 6:5-8. Matthew also described the evil of the people in the time of Noah and said such would be the state when Christ returns (Matt 24:37-39).  Luke also wrote of such in Luke 17:26-30. 

Certainly Gen 6:5 is a clear statement of the total degeneracy of man. The third chapter of Romans reiterates this sorry state of mankind so that only God can cause someone to turn away from evil and come to Him. But He has to drag him!

14

Note from Gen 6:5 that sin is an internal matter. We look out but God looks in (1 Sam 16:7). We have to say that “he is a sinner because he sins” but God can say “he sins because he is a sinner.” Jesus taught the same message in Matt 15:17-20 as does Jer 17:9, Psalm 5:9 and Psalm 14:3. 

God very angry but not surprised! Plan A! All foreordained by God for His glory. From our perspective we see natural tendency of man is toward sin and God has to intervene for it to change. 
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Verse eight explicitly uses the word “grace” for the first time in the Bible. Certainly Adam and Eve were granted grace but such is only implicit. Grace this refers to the unmerited favor of God that He gives not based upon any works of the people receiving it but only because God so wills it to be given. The Hebrew word is “chen”  or “hen” with Strong’s number 2580 and the word used in the NT is the Greek word “charis” with Strong’s number 5485. It is interesting that the Hebrew word translated favor or grace has the consonants reversed from the Hebrew name for Noah. We read of the use of grace by God in saving His people in verses such as: John 1:14-17; Rom 3:23-24, 5:15, 20-21; Eph 2:8, 9; 2 Thes 1:11-12. 
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Gen 6:9-12. Note that Noah is declared righteous after receiving God’s grace (6:8) and that is the formula used for all time. A person cannot be righteous before God unless he first receives God’s grace to allow him to be righteous. The records of Noah cover the 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th chapters of Genesis and so is the longest discussion of an individual so far. The purpose of this narrative is not to just show why God sent the flood but why God saved Noah and nobody else other than his immediate family. The grace of God saved Noah from the flood and saved Enoch from death. At the birth of Noah, six of his ancestors were still alive and certainly all would remember the preaching of Enoch about a coming judgment. 

17

Name of Methuselah would be on Noah’s mind. Lamech, Noah’s dad, was righteous and would have taught Noah righteous ways and Noah was a preacher (2 Peter 2:5). Remember cause and effect. Grace first and then the effect is righteousness. Blameless of Noah was how he was perceived by his peers and was an outgrowth of his righteousness before God so we know he practiced what he preached. See same of Jesus before men in Luke 2:52. 

See Noah had 3 sons. Last verse elaborates on the spread of evil over the world. Wrong marriages contribute to this evil. 

18: Degenerate World

Gen 6:13. God has His timetable for everything He creates. Now the time of destruction of flesh had come because the earth was filled with violence because of the actions of flesh. So now God announces to Noah that He is going to destroy flesh and the earth. Obviously He does not mean that He is going to make the earth disappear but that it will be made useless for a time. Of course He also is going to save a few people and other flesh so there will be a new beginning.

Note days of Noah in Gen 9:29.

