GENESIS
Lesson Seven
Gen 4:18-6:13
I. A Tale of Two Cities

Carol presented the origin of these two cultures last week in discussing the fall of Adam and Eve and the curses by God following that sin as stated in the following verses:

Gen 3:14-15 And the Lord God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly shall you go, And dust shall you eat All the days of your life; 15And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel."
We see that the serpent was cursed to be the lowest beast on earth. God then put war between Satan and the woman and between Satan’s seed and her seed. Her seed will bruise Satan’s seed on the head and Satan’s seed will bruise Eve’s seed on the heel. There are three sets of antagonists: 1) the serpent and the woman, 2) the descendants of the serpent and the descendants of the woman and 3) Satan and the ultimate descendant of the woman, Jesus Christ. The new event between Eve and Satan was the hatred of Eve for him for he had always hated Eve. This hatred is a good thing for it helps people to have a hatred for things of Satan. Satan does not produce any little demons for such were created by God before their fall and they are not increasing in number. So this second set of antagonists are the descendants of Adam and Eve who are under the influence of God and the descendants of Adam and Eve who are under the influence of Satan. There thus is a God-given animosity between the people of God and the other people in the world. The third set of antagonists is between Satan and Jesus Christ. Those who followed Satan did indeed bruise Eve’s seed, Jesus Christ, on the heel but Eve’s seed dealt a fatal blow to Satan’s seed when He was resurrected from the dead. 
Now we will look at the people who are influenced by Satan in producing the city of man and next we will look at the people influenced by God in the city of God. However we will also see that this enmity between seeds will result in total corruption involving both sets of people.

A. The City of Man

Gen 4:18-24 Now to Enoch was born Irad; and Irad became the father of Mehujael; and Mehujael became the father of Methushael; and Methushael became the father of Lamech. 19And Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah. 20And Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 21And his brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of all implements of bronze and iron; and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 23And Lamech said to his wives, "Adah and Zillah, Listen to my voice, You wives of Lamech, Give heed to my speech, For I have killed a man for wounding me; And a boy for striking me; 24If Cain is avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold. "
Man began physically and intellectually superior as he was made to live forever and had easy council with God. But sin affected man, he was thrown out of the perfect environment in which he sinned and had to live on a cursed earth. Cain was destined by God to be a nomad (4:12) and the land to which he went was named Nod, which means “wandering”. So he would remain restless and rootless his entire life since there is no rest apart from God and there are no valid roots apart from God. People talk today about finding their roots as they mean their physical history. But people should be seeking their roots in God and, of course, through Jesus Christ in our dispensation. Our civilization today is fast going nowhere as it has lost its roots and therefore its direction. 
Cain set about building a city beginning with his first son, Enoch. He then is trying to surround himself with companions although he will always be restless and without any God-given direction in life. Cain probably married his full sister although there are other possibilities. It is easy to determine that Adam could have lived to see over one million of his own descendents during his lifetime if only half of his children grew up to marry and have children and if only half of them did similarly, as the time goes on during the hundreds of years Adam lived. At any rate, Moses gives us the names of a few of Cain’s descendents and we do not see a pretty family picture with the only example of the personality given being Lamech. The problem of a civilization without God is that they have no external ethics code and they will live by their own rules that include doing unto others as best suits them. We need a city as described by the author of Hebrews: Heb 11:10 “for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”
We see that Lamech was the first polygamist in history and, based upon their names, he chose wives for their physical attractions rather than ethical or spiritual values. Adah means “pleasure, ornament, or beauty”. Zillah means “shade” probably because of her luxurious hair. Lamech’s daughter’s name Naamah means “loveliness”. These qualities are not as described by Peter: 1Peter 3:3-4 And let not your adornment be merely external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.

The names of two of the descendants of Cain contain the simple name of God, el: Mehujael and Methushael. Based upon all of the history of Cain it seems these names are to indicate a form of godliness that denies its power (2 Tim 3:5). The professions stated of the children also reflect some of their enamoring with things: raising livestock, inventor of music and musical instruments, and a worker in bronze and iron. There is nothing wrong in themselves of those ventures but there is no indication that any of it was for the glory of God. Much art, sculpture, and music has been devoted in the past to God but today much of it is evil. Rather it seems that all they did was for their own enjoyment. The last characteristic of Cain’s society was pride. The first recorded poetry of the human race is given by the song of Lamech in Gen 4:23-24 as he is boasting of his violence and that his vengeance was worse than that of God. Then the events of Cain’s family ceases immediately with such an awful indictment. Our society needs to be transformed but it cannot achieve any lasting transformation unless it finds its roots in God. 

B. The City of God

Gen 4:25 And Adam had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and named him Seth, for, she said, "God has appointed me another offspring in place of Abel; for Cain killed him." 26And to Seth, to him also a son was born; and he called his name Enosh. Then men began to call upon the name of the Lord.

Now begins the generations from Adam and we see a vast contrast as this family begins to call upon the name of the Lord. Eve uses the name of God representing creation and power, Elohim, in this birth whereas in the birth of Cain she used the covenant name of God, Jehovah.  
Gen 5:1-3 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2He created them male and female, and He blessed them and named them Man in the day when they were created. 3When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.

In Gen 5:1-3 Moses gives us an elaboration of the birth of their first son after the killing of their son Abel. Here we see: “Like father, like son.” Adam was born in the image of his father, God, and Seth was born in the image of his father, Adam. We now see that Seth is not created in the image of God but in the image and likeness, of Adam.  Seth then is not created with the same nature as Adam was originally created but he was in the likeness of his father Adam.  The Bible then carefully traces the genealogy from Seth to Noah.  We then are descendents of Noah and therefore of Seth.  Each of us is therefore created in the image or likeness of Adam, not of God. Some people think because of Gen 9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man. That man after Seth is still in the image of God. But this verse only says that originally God made man in His image. However after the fall, we see that man is born in the image of Adam. However man is still very special because he can be born again into the image of God so Gen 9:6 is still in force. 

We are born with a sin nature as was Seth and that is why Jesus said that we must be born again.

John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."”

John 3:7 “Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'”

Peter also wrote of having to be born again:
1Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”

1Peter 1:23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.”

This state of all people since Seth is confirmed in:

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, (Eph 2:1)

For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. (James 2:26)

After being born spiritually, God’s children will struggle with both natures as long as they live. Paul tells us of his awful struggles with this choosing within his new free will in Rom 7:14-8:2.

After being born again so that we are justified before Holy God, we are now in the sanctification stage of salvation during which time we are being transformed into the image or likeness of God in our current life on earth.  The next stage of salvation is glorification when we die and receive then the ability to only do God’s will and to praise Him forever.  

Our physical birth yielded a being only able to sin.  This person has a free will but he is only free to do what his nature allows him to do and that does not include the ability to choose God’s will in his life.  The spiritual rebirth yields a person with free will just like that of the original Adam in the Garden.  This person can choose to do that of his old nature or he can choose to do the will of God.  Then finally the child of God will be glorified and will then not be able to sin but only able to do the will of God.  I so look forward to that third aspect of myself!  

Gen 5:4-5 Then the days of Adam after he became the father of Seth were eight hundred years, and he had other sons and daughters. 5So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and he died.

Gen 5:6 ¶ And Seth lived one hundred and five years, and became the father of Enosh.

Gen 5:7 Then Seth lived eight hundred and seven years after he became the father of Enosh, and he had other sons and daughters.

Gen 5:8 So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died.

Gen 5:9 ¶ And Enosh lived ninety years, and became the father of Kenan.

Gen 5:10 Then Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years after he became the father of Kenan, and he had other sons and daughters.

Gen 5:11 So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years, and he died.

Gen 5:12 ¶ And Kenan lived seventy years, and became the father of Mahalalel.

Gen 5:13 Then Kenan lived eight hundred and forty years after he became the father of Mahalalel, and he had other sons and daughters.

Gen 5:14 So all the days of Kenan were nine hundred and ten years, and he died.

Gen 5:15 ¶ And Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Jared.

Gen 5:16 Then Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years after he became the father of Jared, and he had other sons and daughters.

Gen 5:17 So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years, and he died.

Gen 5:18 ¶ And Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and became the father of Enoch.

Gen 5:19 Then Jared lived eight hundred years after he became the father of Enoch, and he had other sons and daughters.

Gen 5:20 So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died.
Gen 5:21 ¶ And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Methuselah.

Gen 5:22 Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters.

Gen 5:23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years.

Gen 5:24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Note that this Enoch is the seventh son of Adam. Jude 1:14 And about these also Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, We read that God took him so that he did not physically die. We also read of this in: Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death; and he was not found because God took him up; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.
There was also an Enoch born from Cain as his stated first son so there was one Enoch of the ungodly lineage and one of the Godly lineage. Jude tells us that the “good” Enoch preached: 

Jude 1:14-15 And about these also Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 15to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him."
Enoch was warning the people of the coming judgment of the flood. Note that Enoch used the adjective “ungodly” four times in describing the ways of the people at this time of judgment. Peter related this first judgment with the coming second judgment: 

2Peter 3:5-7 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

Our age is also permeated with ungodly people doing ungodly deeds in ungodly ways and speaking in ungodly ways against God. Certainly we deserve judgment and we should be warning people of the coming judgment just as did Enoch and Peter.

Gen 5:25-27 ¶ And Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and became the father of Lamech. 26Then Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years after he became the father of Lamech, and he had other sons and daughters. 27So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years, and he died.
Gen 5:28-29 ¶ And Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and became the father of a son. 29Now he called his name Noah, saying, "This one shall give us rest from our work and from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the Lord has cursed."
Note that there was a descendent of Seth and a descendant of Cain named Lamech just as there was a descendent of both name Enoch. We see that Seth’s Enoch was a godly man and that Seth’s Lamech was a godly man also as he continued to hope that a son would be born who would be the seed promised to Eve to give them rest. His hope was not fulfilled but his faith that God would, in His time, bring about the total defeat of Satan showed that he was a godly man.
Gen 5:30-32 Then Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years after he became the father of Noah, and he had other sons and daughters. 31So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years, and he died. 32And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

We can add the age differences with Methuselah’s age in the nine generations from Adam to Noah and determine that there were 1656 years from the time of Adam to the time of Noah. One can do an educated guess that there were then millions of people on earth at the time of Noah. Since Noah was 500 years old when he became the father of three sons, the flood would come at least 2156 years after the time of Adam. The time of building the arc is debated but if it were 200 years then the flood would have come about 2300 years after the time of Adam. Jesus is the second Adam so perhaps the second end will be about the same length of time after the coming of Jesus and that would be soon from our time. But we are not to be concerned about that date. 
Gen 6:1-4 Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, 2that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 3Then the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." 4The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

We can deduce from 6:2 that here there is also a reference to the two cities. The “sons of God” could refer to the sons of Seth and the “daughters of men” could refer to the descendents of Cain. The problem with such marrying is that there should be no merging of cursed people with blessed people as Paul related to the church at Corinth: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Cor 6:14). The most famous giant was Goliath (9.5 feet tall) who seems to have come from a family of giants (1 Sam 17:4-11, 23-26, 39-51). Other giants are mentioned in Scripture:
Rephaim (Gen 14:5; 15:20; Deut 2:11, 20-21) who lived in the time of Abraham.

Anakim (Num 13:28, 31-33 (also mentions Nephilim)) were sons of Anak who was the son of Arba who founded the city of Kiriath0arba, or Hebron. Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim (Josh 14:15). 
Emim (Gen 14:5; Deut 2:10-11) lived in Moab who were the descendants of Lot and were born of incest and represented evil. They were also called Rephaim by some. 
We are not certain about the identity of the “sons of God” for that designation is also used for angels: 
Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.

Job 2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord.

Job 38:7 When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Dan 3:25 He answered and said, "Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!"
Adam is also referred to as a son of God: Luke 3:38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 
Believers are also called “sons of God” because they are born of God directly by His Spirit: 

John 3:3-8 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he? 5Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7"Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 8"The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

So Adam, the angels, and all believers are directly created by God and so can be called “sons of God”. Also the writers of the Septuagint and some other Jewish writers (1 Enoch) translate “sons of God” as “angels”. The action of the fallen angels could be another attempt by Satan to corrupt the human race and keep the seed from coming who would bruise his head. But God destroyed those by the flood so the corruption was incomplete and Jesus could come. Such is a possibility but we cannot unequivocally state which version is true. 

 So some interpreters think that Gen 6:2 indicates that the fallen angles had interactions with the women in the world with the outcome being giants. It is true that there will be no marriage in heaven and this is compared to being like angels in heaven: "For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.” (Matt 22:30). Some use this as a proof-text that angels could not have produced children on earth but the verse only states how angels in heaven act and the fallen angels are not in heaven. Note also that Gen 6:4 says that the Nephilim were present before and after the flood and the descendants of Cain were destroyed by the flood so those “daughters of men” were not available to interact with the “sons of God”. It could then be that either not all people were destroyed in the flood (if angels are not involved) so that propagation of the giants continued, or that fallen angels had relations with women in the world to produce giants after the flood as well as before the flood. 

Gen 6:5-8 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7And the Lord said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them." 8But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

God was sorry in a way different than what is usually meant by us. He was not disappointed! His state was that He was sorry upon seeing the actual fulfillment of Plan A at this stage. Matthew also described the evil of the people in the time of Noah and said that such would also be the evil of people at the time of the second coming of Christ: 

Matt 24:37-39 "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38"For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.
Luke also wrote of such times similar in the days of Noah and Lot:
Luke 17:26-30 "And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it shall be also in the days of the Son of Man: 27they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28"It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building; 29but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30"It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.
People described as eating, drinking, getting married describes people well content with life and not expecting any judgment probably because they do not think such judgment would come since they had no understanding of needed judgment. 

Certainly Gen 6:5 is a clear statement of the total degeneracy of man. The third chapter of Romans reiterates this sorry state of mankind so that only God can cause someone to turn away from evil and come to Him. But He has to drag him! Note that it says “that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” so that sin is an internal matter. We look on the outside but God looks on the inside (1 Sam 16:7) so only God can make this judgment. We have to say that “he is a sinner because he sins” but God can say “he sins because he is a sinner.” Jesus taught the same message in Matt 15:17-20 as does Jer 17:9, Psalm 5:9 and Psalm 14:3. In this verse God also judges that man’s thoughts are evil continually! God was very angry at this situation but He was not surprised. He has always been in plan A. All that has happened since the beginning has been foreordained by God and glorifies Him. From our limited perspective we can still see that the natural tendency of man since the Fall has been toward evil and only when God intervenes can the situation be changed. God then revealed His plan to blot out all that had been created from the land because of the curse of the land. The sea creatures would not be destroyed. Of course God also knew what would happen with the people who would survive and Jesus would have to be sent as the final sacrifice to safe some people before the final destruction.
Verse eight explicitly uses the word “grace” for the first time in the Bible. Certainly Adam and Eve were granted grace but such is only implicit. Grace this refers to the unmerited favor of God that He gives not based upon any works of the people receiving it but only because God so wills it to be given. The Hebrew word is “chen”  or “hen” with Strong’s number 2580 and the word used in the NT is the Greek word “charis” with Strong’s number 5485. It is interesting that the Hebrew word translated favor or grace has the consonants reversed from the Hebrew name for Noah. We read of the use of grace by God in saving His people in verses such as: John 1:14-17; Rom 3:23-24, 5:15, 20-21; Eph 2:8, 9; 2 Thes 1:11-12. 

Gen 6:9-12 These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God. 10And Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12And God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.

Note that Noah is declared righteous after receiving God’s grace (6:8) and that is the formula used for all time. A person cannot be righteous before God unless he first receives God’s grace to allow him to be righteous. The records of Noah cover the 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th chapters of Genesis and so is the longest discussion of an individual so far. Noah was a solitary saint. The purpose of this narrative is not to just show why God sent the flood but why God saved Noah and nobody else other than his immediate family. The grace of God saved Noah from the flood and saved Enoch from death. At the birth of Noah, six of his ancestors were still alive and certainly all would remember the preaching of Enoch about a coming judgment. 
The name of Methuselah (when he is gone it will come) would also be in Noah’s mind as he matured. We know that Lamech, Noah’s dad, was a godly man and certainly would have taught Noah Godly ways. Noah’s name means “comfort” or “rest” and such he may have been named in the hope that the rest from labor promised to the people of God would come. We are told that he was blameless before man and that he walked with God so the grace of God had its desired result. Again we must always remember to distinguish cause from effect. The cause is the grace of God and the effect is that he was righteous. Such is the case for all people today who are righteous before God. Nobody is righteous unless he has first received the grace of God through faith: Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. We also know that Noah was a preacher: 2Peter 2:5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly. So he preached righteousness just as his great-grandfather Enoch had done. The blameless of Noah was how he was perceived by the people of his time and such was an outgrowth of his righteousness before God so that we know he practiced what he preached. We similarly read of Jesus: Luke 2:52 And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
We read then that Noah had three sons. The Bible often does not mention the name of daughters so we do not know if he had any daughters but, if he did, they must not have been chosen for saving from the flood. The last two verses elaborate on the fact that man’s heart was evil and that this evil had spread to the entire world. Certainly the wrong marriages (whichever interpretation regarding the origin of the giants is correct) make the spreading of evil a certainty unless God had interceded. 
II. The Degenerate World
Gen 6:13 Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.

God has His timetable for everything He creates. Now the time of destruction of flesh had come because the earth was filled with violence because of the actions of flesh. So now God announces to Noah that He is going to destroy flesh and the earth. Obviously He does not mean that He is going to make the earth disappear but that it will be made useless for a time. Of course He also is going to save a few people and other flesh so there will be a new beginning.
Gen 9:29 So all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years, and he died.
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