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Of course the word, Genesis, means beginnings and the book gives us the beginnings of many events including the universe and all that is in it. Strictly speaking the author is unknown for such is not mentioned. It seems that Jesus knew that Moses was the author of the Pentateuch: John 5:46 "For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. Also early and reliable tradition ascribes the authorship of the Pentateuch to Moses. 

There are creation events described in the Babylonian Epic and other ancient writings. It is interesting that Abraham was from Hebron in the Mesopotamia area where writing began about 3000 BC. So writing had existed almost 1000 years before the time of Abraham and he most certainly had writings with him when he left Hebron. He could have had some creation writings and other early period writings that could have been used by Moses later when he was composing the Pentateuch. Moses certainly had to have some worldly writings available in addition to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in his writings of so much early history of the world and of the Israelites being chosen by God to carry His words to the world. The Babylonian creation version has seven tables and the Jewish account refers to seven days so there is some similarity between the two writings of creation. The Babylonian account of creation is polytheistic and crassly mythological and very verbose. In contrast the Biblical version of creation is monotheistic and rather brief. It seems that God had Moses write the creation events in a way to counter the other ancient writings and to show that the only true God was the Creator of all that exists. 
The first two chapters have been the source of controversy among people for many years and continue to even divide “Christians”. I put quotation marks around the word for I do not think such differing opinions about the interpretation of chapters one and two should be dividing lines between Christians and non-Christians. In my opinion Christians should be allowed to believe that these chapters teach creation covering the range of theistic evolution to six-day creation. 

Why Creation Theories?

A. Apologetics

Why have so many people tried to develop creation theories? Many creation theories have arisen from people with the excellent motives of trying to convince others that God exists. So, one reason for developing theories of creation is for apologetics.  Although the motive is admirable, the idea that people have to be convinced that God exists before they will believe in Him is a bit off-course. Mainly I think such a drive to convince people that God exists is the result of an incorrect understanding of faith. If someone thinks that faith is something developed by a person then it is reasonable to assume that if a person can be convinced that God exists and then believe in Him then the faith will be developed by the person. A problem exists in this understanding of faith because if the person later becomes convinced that the creation explanation he had believed was proven wrong then this “faith” could waver considerably or even fail. 

However Biblical faith is not from within man but directly from God:

Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

2Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:

Jesus Christ is the author and perfector of that faith we receive as a gift of God:

Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The cause of belief and trust is faith that is a gift of God.  God giving His children faith then results in the person believing and trusting in God.  Man often gets concepts backwards as in the case of thinking that belief and trust will result in faith.  
1Cor 2:5 that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;

1Tim 1:4 nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith.
However, God may certainly use Biblical exegesis of His creation as a means for bringing in His children. So, certainly this purpose is not to be explicitly rejected.  

B. Reconcile General and Specific Revelation

Another reason for developing theories of creation is so the Christian will be able to reconcile Scripture with science. There are two sources of revelation: Nature and the Word of God. Both are from God and must be without error. Any problem correlating the two lies in the interpretation of both. The written Word must always supersede natural revelation in order of priority.  In other words, we cannot use natural revelation to explain the written Word. The written Word must be used to interpret and understand the natural revelation. Science is man’s understanding of natural revelation but only those with the gift of faith can properly interpret natural revelation using the Word of God. So, is anyone justified before God in trying to reconcile Scripture with science? A Christian is recreated in the image of God and has the reasoning ability given him by God so he/she certainly is free to try to understand how Scripture properly fits with science. The key is to interpret both Scripture and science properly AND to always make Scripture have priority. In other words we cannot use science to interpret Scripture but we can use Scripture to interpret science. We may then develop a creation theory if it uses Scripture as the basis. Most creation theories are developed with the science considerations having priority.

There are some scientific discoveries that must be considered to see if they are consistent with special revelation in developing a theory of creation. One such apparent fact is the speed of light and the distances of other universe material objects from our vantage point. When we look into the night sky we can perceive perhaps 10,000 points of light. Some of those points are other planets and our moon. Other points of light are actually galaxies consisting of millions of stars and other material. We can see parts of our Milky Way galaxy that consists of over 200 billion stars. To avoid such large numbers we speak of a light year as the distance light can travel in one year at its speed of 186,000 miles per second. A light year is about 6 trillion miles. The closest other galaxy to us is the Andromeda Galaxy and it is about 2 million light years away. When we look at the Andromeda Galaxy we are then looking at it as it was 2 million years ago! It is also well-established that the universe is still expanding so that all galaxies are moving away from each other and from us at several million miles per hour. Working backward from the present status of the distances of the galaxies and their current velocities, the age of the universe can be established to be 15-20 billion years. The only way this data can be invalidated is if the speed of light has not been constant but no proof of this has come forward although many scientists have tried to prove it. Another way for this data to be incorrectly interpreted is if God placed all of the matter in the universe at relative distances so that we would now be seeing it all as if they had always been moving and this would be deceptive, not a nature of God. 

At this time in my understanding of science and the Bible I must consider the universe to be very old as long as there is not clear contradiction of that conclusion with the Bible. How old is the earth is also answered by many scientific observations that give its age as about 4.55 billion years. How old is man? Recent studies are very interesting in that man is not seen to be the fossil man but rather a “creature” that appeared about 8000 years ago in what is called the Neolithic age (new stone age). It was in this age that we see in archeological evidence the domestication of plants and animals, the building of cities, the invention of pottery, the rudimentary beginnings of writing, etc. Such events are correlated in scripture with Cain building a city, Tubal-cain working with metals (Gen 4:2), and Jubal making music (Gen 4:21). 

Thus scientific evidence that at this time cannot be refuted tells us that the universe is about 18 billion years old, the earth is about 8 billion years old, and man is about 8000 years old. We then need to consider these facts in our interpretation of Genesis but with special revelation always taking precedence. 

Theories of creation were developed in the third and fourth centuries by Minucius Felix and Gregory of Nazianzus and by medieval scholars like Moses Maimonides and Thomas Aquinas during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Reformed scholars like Thomas Reid and Charles Hodge in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries also developed theories using design arguments with God as the Designer. William Paley (Natural Theology, 1902) postulated the watchmaker argument stating that if we find a watch then it logically follows that some intelligence designed and developed the watch. This is called a means-to-an end argument and Paley mainly utilized the human eye in his argument saying that such a marvelous organ could not have just appeared by random chance any more than a watch could have been self-developed.  

Much energy and time has been devoted by creationism and evolutionism that could have been more properly spent on personal sanctification, evangelism and the obeying of the Great Commission. I would like to proclaim a pox on both of these “isms” so that Christians can do the really important functions as we are commanded, such as both of the following:

Matt 28:19-20 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "

Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

I do maintain that there are some basic concepts of creation that must be held by an orthodox Christian. For example, it is imperative that we proclaim that God created time, space, and matter out of nothing. It is not important that we try to know exactly how God created everything. Time was also created by God so although He is from everlasting to everlasting, creation is from time zero to everlasting.  

Many theories of creation have been developed by Christians from one or the other of the above motives. The most popular theories are theistic evolution, the gap theory, six-day creationism, intelligent design, bio logos, the framework model, the analogical day’s model, and the day-age interpretation. Although I think we should have Christian fellowship with people who accept any of these models, I do believe that Christians must believe that God created all that exists as is clearly stated in Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Many other verses also tell us of God being the Creator such as the following:

Rev 4:11 "Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thy will they existed, and were created."

Psalm 136:5-9 To Him who made the heavens with skill, For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 6To Him who spread out the earth above the waters, For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 7To Him who made the great lights, For His lovingkindness is everlasting: 8The sun to rule by day, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 9The moon and stars to rule by night, For His lovingkindness is everlasting.

Psalm 19:1 (For the choir director. A Psalm of David.) The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.
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