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Gen 35:1-4 Then God said to Jacob, "Arise, go up to Bethel, and live there; and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau." 2So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, "Put away the foreign gods which are among you, and purify yourselves, and change your garments; 3and let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and has been with me wherever I have gone." 4So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods which they had, and the rings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was near Shechem.

God finally made a direct command to Jacob that he could not refuse! He spoke to him in grace rather than in judgment. He reminded him of the event at Bethel (28:10-15) and commanded him to go there to live and to make an altar there. This was only about 15 miles south of Shechem but about 1000 feet higher in elevation. It is also about half-way between Shechem and Hebron:
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How did Jacob know that his household had foreign gods in their possession? They gave him all the foreign gods and the rings in their ears so evidently they had acquired more idolatrous objects than the items Rachel had stolen from her father. The fact that he knew about their possession of such objects shows again the problem Jacob had with family discipline. Evidently his servants and family had become involved with the idolatrous worship of the people in this area. To his credit, he now did require that everyone give him all of the idols. He then required that they wash themselves in a purifying process and put on fresh clothes. He is trying to make all of the people in his group at least externally pure before God. Of course such amounts to only whitewashing and Jesus had this to say about such: Matt 23:27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. As we read further we will see that at least some of them were still impure inside. Jacob collected the materials and buried them under an oak tree that may have been the same tree noted by Abram as he entered Canaan: Gen 12:6 And Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanite was then in the land. He told them they were going to Bethel to make an altar for worship of God who had been with him during his travels. We can speculate that he had told his family about his prior experience there and they would have been excited about going there. Because of the trouble facing them near Shechem, they would have been excited about going anywhere else!
Gen 35:5-8 As they journeyed, there was a great terror upon the cities which were around them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with him. 7And he built an altar there, and called the place El-bethel, because there God had revealed Himself to him, when he fled from his brother. 8Now Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, died, and she was buried below Bethel under the oak; it was named Allon-bacuth.

Considering what Levi and Simeon had done it would take a miracle for the cities to not come after them in full force. But God was faithful even though Jacob and his family were not. This protection by God does not mean that God approved of what Jacob’s sons and Jacob had done by his lack of proper control of his family. This protection just amplifies that God’s blessings are based upon grace and not merit. Jacob and all his entourage then arrived safely at Bethel in the land of Canaan. It had formally been known as Luz (28:19). Recognizing the faithfulness of God, Jacob built an altar there and called it “God of the house of God” since this was the same place that God had revealed Himself to Jacob when he first fled to Haran (28:10-22). But note that his focus had changed from “the house of God” to “God of the house of God”. He now was focused on God rather than the place where God appeared to him. We are now told that Rebekah’s nurse, Deborah, died and was buried below Bethel at an oak tree named “oak of weeping”. This insert makes us wonder where she came from. Had she come into the company of Jacob or is this just stating that she died and had been buried below Bethel? It is reasonable to assume that we are just being told that she had died and this was her burial place since she would have been important to Jacob. 
Gen 35:9-15 Then God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him. 10And God said to him, "Your name is Jacob; You shall no longer be called Jacob, But Israel shall be your name." Thus He called him Israel. 11God also said to him, "I am God Almighty; Be fruitful and multiply; A nation and a company of nations shall come from you, And kings shall come forth from you. 12"And the land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give it to you, And I will give the land to your descendants after you." 13Then God went up from him in the place where He had spoken with him. 14And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He had spoken with him, a pillar of stone, and he poured out a libation on it; he also poured oil on it. 15So Jacob named the place where God had spoken with him, Bethel.

God now called him Jacob and told him again that his name was no longer Jacob but Israel. This repetition seems to be telling him to act like he is ruled by God! Christians today should also be living in that manner as we are joint-heirs with Christ (Rom 8:17) of all things (Heb 1:2). The name used for God is El Shaddai and God had revealed Himself by this name both to Abram (Gen 17:1) and to Isaac (Gen 28:3). This name relates to God nourishing and providing for His people. It seems that God is telling Jacob that it was time for him to be faithful to the rule of God and to stop his scheming and struggles from his own devices representative of his former name. In verses 11-12, God renews His command to be fruitful and multiply and He says that a nation and a company of nations shall come from him as well as kings. The company of nations may also refer to the twelve tribes of Israel. This may also be a prophecy of the splitting of the nation later to Israel and Judah, which would be ruled by many kings. Jacob has two wives and each of them has at least one son. Abraham and Isaac had two sons but only one from each patriarch received the promise. Jacob will have twelve sons from four wives, and there are two sons that could rightfully contend for the blessing (Judah and Joseph). We will read later that Judah, the son of Leah, rather than Joseph, the son of Rachel, will receive the blessing. God also gives a promise that the land He had given to Abraham and Isaac would be continued through him. God then departed from him and Jacob built a pillar of stone and poured out a libation on it, which most interpreters think means a drink offering of wine. Such drink offerings later became important acts of devotion and consecration although not a part of the Levitical sacrificial offerings. He then also poured oil on it as a last act of dedication. Jacob then once again named this place Bethel. 
Gen 35:16-20 Then they journeyed from Bethel; and when there was still some distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and she suffered severe labor. 17And it came about when she was in severe labor that the midwife said to her, "Do not fear, for now you have another son." 18And it came about as her soul was departing (for she died), that she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. 19So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). 20And Jacob set up a pillar over her grave; that is the pillar of Rachel's grave to this day.

God told them to live in Bethel (35:1) so why did they leave? We do not know how long he lived at Bethel and why he went south from there although some think he intended to go to Hebron where Isaac lived. Somewhere between Bethel and Ephrath (near Bethlehem) Rachel went into a very difficult labor probably partly due to her age as this is 15 years after the birth of her son Joseph. They had lived in Canaan about 10 years after leaving Haran. The midwife may have remembered Rachel’s prayer of Gen 30:24 that the Lord would give her another son and told her that she now has that other son. As she was dying Rachel named him “son of my trouble” but Jacob changed the name to Benjamin (“son of my right hand”) meaning that he would be in an honored position in the family and so of good fortune. The writer deemed it very important to name this place of her burial as Bethlehem (“house of bread”) as it would be a very important place in later biblical history (1 Sam 17:12; Micah 5:2). Jacob put a pillar ether to mark her grave and it was still there in the writer’s time (Moses) and was still known in the time of Samuel: 1Sam 10:2a "When you go from me today, then you will find two men close to Rachel's tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah;” 
Gen 35:21-26 Then Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder. 22And it came about while Israel was dwelling in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine; and Israel heard of it. Now there were twelve sons of Jacob-- 23the sons of Leah: Reuben, Jacob's first-born, then Simeon and Levi and Judah and Issachar and Zebulun; 24the sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin; 25and the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's maid: Dan and Naphtali; 26and the sons of Zilpah, Leah's maid: Gad and Asher. These are the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram.

Now Jacob is referred to as Israel as he left the burial site of his favorite wife and stayed at the tower of Eder, apparently near Jerusalem. Such shepherding towers were common in the region to help guard the sheep in the rugged terrain. While Israel was living there his oldest son, Reuben, had sexual relations with Israel’s concubine Bilhah. Reuben was probably about 30 years old and Bilhah would have been much older. She was the mother of two of Reuben’s younger brothers, Dan and Naphtali. This act is not only adultery but it is a serious offense against his father. We are not told of any reaction by Jacob, which may be the same way he reacted to the rape of his daughter. There is a later report by Jacob: 

Gen 49:3-4 "Reuben, you are my first-born; My might and the beginning of my strength, Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 4"Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence, Because you went up to your father's bed; Then you defiled it-- he went up to my couch.

The writer had already recounted the violence of Simeon and Levi and now he writes of the sin of Reuben. We are not told if Reuben was involved in the horrible violence in Shechem but, as the oldest son, it is likely that he was. Now that the oldest sons have been eliminated due to their behavior the writer will develop the lineage of Judah and Joseph. We do not know why the writer put the summary of the sons of Jacob here rather than immediately after verse 20 with the birth of the last son. It is also not true that all were born in Paddan-aram, but such a method of writing was common with the Hebrew narrative style. 
Gen 35:27-29 And Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre of Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had sojourned. 28Now the days of Isaac were one hundred and eighty years. 29And Isaac breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people, an old man of ripe age; and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

The narrative now ends the time of Jacob. The writer is not just recording the death of Isaac but showing that God’s promise to Jacob has been fulfilled as he returns to the house of his father just before he dies: Gen 28:15 "And behold, I am with you, and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." Jacob was born when Isaac was 60 (25:26) so he had reached the age of 120 when Isaac died. He was about 77 when he went to Haran (21:1) and he stayed there about 20 years. Adding 10 years to the time when he lived in Canaan after returning from Haran, he would have been 107 when he moved to Mamre. He could have then lived there 13 years before his father died. It is actually likely that Isaac was still alive when Joseph was sold into slavery but the writer decided to put the death of Isaac at this point in the narrative. Jacob must have told Esau of their father’s death since Esau was living in Seir that was only a short distance away. The brothers were then together for the funeral of their father. He was buried in the same place as Rebekah, Abraham, and Sarah in the cave of the field that Abraham had purchased in Mamre (Gen 49:29-31). 
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