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We will see the result of Jacob’s lie to his brother about following him to Seir. We will also see another flaw in Jacob in that he abrogated his role as the father of Dinah in leading his family to a proper solution to the sin against her. Jacob should have taken the lead and then allowed God to have proper justice against the Canaanites. This chapter is difficult but it contains lessons for us all to learn. In no other book of the Bible are the corruptions of the progenitors of the Jewish people so clearly shown but we know that God is teaching even through these people. 
Gen 34:1 Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the daughters of the land. 2And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he took her and lay with her by force. 3And he was deeply attracted to Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to her. 4So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, "Get me this young girl for a wife."

The writer did not think it necessary to give us details of their time in this area. So we do not know how long they stayed in Shechem and Succoth but Dinah must be at least in her teens at this time. So her older brothers, Reuben, Simeon, and Levi must have been in their twenties. When they first moved here Reuben must have been about twelve years old so they must have lived in this region at least ten years. We read in Gen 33:19 that Jacob bought a plot of land in sight of the city and he built an altar there. We also read some of his rationalizations about why he did not head for Bethel instead of this area. His lying to his brother about where he was going was a mistake and he compounded it by settling in this idolatrous area. But the problem he had in raising his family was not just that he settled in this area and so close to the city. The children lived in a polygamous home with four different wives and mothers so raising the family in this idolatrous society it would have been very difficult to teach them God’s ways. Dinah had been raised in a family of mixed morals as Rachel had stolen her father’s idols and Jacob had not shown the type of leadership he should have for his family.

This trip by Dinah was certainly not her first to visit other girls her age and it would probably not have been the first time that Shechem at seen her. We can only speculate at the history of the time of Jacob and his family in this region based upon some knowledge of the practices and customs of the people. Men having their way with women was not unusual and not a crime in their society. The situation is reminiscent of the time that Lot spent in Sodom with his family. We should never choose to live in an evil area and, if we had to do so, we should keep our interaction with that area to a minimum. So the first lesson we are taught in this chapter is that we should seek the wisdom of the Lord in deciding where to live and raise our family. The second lesson involves the parent’s responsibility for their children. Why did Dinah go into the city without proper supervision? It was natural for her to be curious and to need other female companionship since she did not have another sister at this time. Her father did not show proper leadership in the home and we do not know if he taught his children any Godly ways. His example was certainly suspect as he had lied to his brother and then settled so close to this city full of idolatrous people. 
The third lesson is that we live in a wicked world. The morals of the people in Shechem were especially bad as we learn from this episode and certainly Jacob would not have been ignorant of such. Promiscuity was common in this area and even a part of their religious system. This could not have been her first visit to the area and she probably had interacted with the girls previously and would have known about such sexual “freedom”. It would have been unusual for her not to have heard of the prince before and may have talked with him before. She may have even been attracted to him but, since we are told that Shechem forced himself on her, she was not seeking intercourse with him. It seems that she was not taught in her home about such dangers from the world. 

Shechem raped Dinah and we never see any remorse from him or from anyone else from the city for what he did. He was the prince of the city and he could do whatever pleased him. There was a difference between him and David’s son Ammon in his reaction after the rape. After Ammon raped Tamar he hated her more than he loved her (2 Sam 13:15). But Shechem realized that he loved Dinah very much and spoke tenderly to her as he seemingly tried to comfort her after his attack. He certainly did not do so in fear of retaliation from Jacob’s family for he was the prince of the city and could have led an army against any such attack. Besides which, he did not think that he had done anything wrong. Shechem had no moral or legal obligation to marry Dinah so his love for her seems genuine as he told his father to get her for his bride. We read of such actions by young men of prominent families in our country also. But in this society marriages had to be arranged by the fathers. However Shechem was apparently always used to getting his way so he probably thought such arranging was a mere formality. We will read in verse 26 that he even took her into his house so that she could not return home. 
Gen 34:5-6 Now Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter; but his sons were with his livestock in the field, so Jacob kept silent until they came in. 6Then Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 
This initial reaction by Jacob is awful to me. To give him the benefit of the doubt I have to believe that he was in shock. But he was supposed to be the spiritual leader of the family and, as the father of his only daughter, I cannot excuse him for this non-reaction. We are not told how he heard about the rape of his only daughter but only that his reaction was to keep silent. My initial reaction would have been to get on my knees to God to ask Him for proper justice on earth and to keep me from doing something not representative of Him. He did not even tell his wives so he was just on a “pity party” as he waited for his sons to come home. The father of Shechem, Hamor, came to Jacob’s house to speak to him but without any apology for his son’s actions. 
Gen 34:7-10 Now the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard it; and the men were grieved, and they were very angry because he had done a disgraceful thing in Israel by lying with Jacob's daughter, for such a thing ought not to be done. 8But Hamor spoke with them, saying, "The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter; please give her to him in marriage. 9"And intermarry with us; give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves. 10"Thus you shall live with us, and the land shall be open before you; live and trade in it, and acquire property in it." 
The sons came home from working the flocks and they were angry. Finally we see an emotional response to this rape! They seemed to think that their home area was Israel probably because their father had taught them about God’s promise to make his descendants many in the land. Thus they seemed to have an understanding of the holiness of God and the deeper values of the promise of God to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They also indicated that their morality was higher than those of the city of Shechem. However we will see that the actions of Jacob and his sons were even worse from God’s perspective. Hamor just spoke to them about how much his son loved Diana and wanted her to be his wife. He offered no apology or remorse because such an action was not immoral in his society. Hamor even enlarged his offer as he said he wanted them to intermarry with his people. He offered for them to become as family with them to the extent that they could obtain more land and be full traders in the region. He was then proposing that Jacob give up his promise from God of land and descendants and to merge with the people of Shechem. We still see no reaction from Jacob. 
Gen 34: 11-17 Shechem also said to her father and to her brothers, "If I find favor in your sight, then I will give whatever you say to me. 12"Ask me ever so much bridal payment and gift, and I will give according as you say to me; but give me the girl in marriage." 13But Jacob's sons answered Shechem and his father Hamor, with deceit, and spoke to them, because he had defiled Dinah their sister. 14And they said to them, "We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is uncircumcised, for that would be a disgrace to us. 15"Only on this condition will we consent to you: if you will become like us, in that every male of you be circumcised, 16then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take your daughters for ourselves, and we will live with you and become one people. 17"But if you will not listen to us to be circumcised, then we will take our daughter and go."

We now learn that Shechem came with his father to this meeting indicating that he really did not think that he had done anything wrong so that he might fear Dinah’s brothers. Shechem and Hamor showed absolutely no understanding of the morality of Jacob and his family perhaps because they knew that he had four wives and children from all of them. Shechem’s offer was essentially to treat Dinah as a harlot who could be purchased by an amount agreed upon. He seems to really love Dinah but is totally a product of his environment. He offered to give them whatever they asked in exchange for “the girl” to be his wife. I think that Jacob’s sons showed considerable restraint at this point. But they had learned from their father how to be deceitful. They may have retreated to the outside on the pretense to discuss his offer since they came up with this ruse. They were controlled in their reaction for their anger was considerable as Dinah was their only sister and they would have been very protective of her. They pretended to use their religion as the reason for not immediately agreeing with Shechem’s offer. We read of no reaction from Jacob and we wonder if he left the area to continue his “pity party”. It is important to note that Jacob gave no leadership in this matter and we do not know if he even prayed about it. We do not know the identity of the brother’s making the offer to Shechem and his father. We read later that Simeon and Levi took their revenge. Their plan included both blasphemy and murder. Their plan included the taking of revenge on the entire city as they thought that all were responsible for Shechem’s actions and attitude. God had judged Sodom and Gomorrah totally for the sin in that area but this is not God’s plan. They pretended to agree with Hamor’s concept of a total merging of the two cultures if they would participate in the requirement of their religion to have every male circumcised. They said that if they would not agree then they would take Dinah home and leave them alone. Thus they gave no overt indication that they intended revenge. 
Gen 34:18-20 Now their words seemed reasonable to Hamor and Shechem, Hamor's son. 19And the young man did not delay to do the thing, because he was delighted with Jacob's daughter. Now he was more respected than all the household of his father. 20So Hamor and his son Shechem came to the gate of their city, and spoke to the men of their city, saying,

It may seem incredible to us that Hamor and Shechem agreed with this proposal but circumcision was practiced in other nations so this would not have seemed such a horrendous action. Shechem was truly in love with Dinah so he did not hesitate to agree and he was the most respected member of Hamor’s household. So the only men that needed convincing of this requirement would be the rest of the men in the city. Of course the gate of a city was where city business was done so Hamor and Shechem called a city-wide meeting to explain the proposal to the other men.
Gen 34:21-24 "These men are friendly with us; therefore let them live in the land and trade in it, for behold, the land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters in marriage, and give our daughters to them. 22"Only on this condition will the men consent to us to live with us, to become one people: that every male among us be circumcised as they are circumcised. 23"Will not their livestock and their property and all their animals be ours? Only let us consent to them, and they will live with us." 24And all who went out of the gate of his city listened to Hamor and to his son Shechem, and every male was circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city. 
The proposal of Hamor and Shechem was pitched in such a way that the men of the city thought they would all prosper by this arrangement of Jacob’s family and all his holding merging with them. They said that all their property, livestock and animals would belong to them. We are not told how this interchange was transmitted to the book of Genesis since all the men will be killed but it is likely that at least one of the sons of Jacob were at the gate as such agreements almost always had to involve both sides involved in making an agreement. Jacob should have been the family representative at this meeting but we read nothing about his involvement so he evidently did not know about the plan of his sons. So they all agreed and all of the males were circumcised. 
Gen 25-29 Now it came about on the third day, when they were in pain, that two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, each took his sword and came upon the city unawares, and killed every male. 26And they killed Hamor and his son Shechem with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah from Shechem's house, and went forth. 27Jacob's sons came upon the slain and looted the city, because they had defiled their sister. 28They took their flocks and their herds and their donkeys, and that which was in the city and that which was in the field; 29and they captured and looted all their wealth and all their little ones and their wives, even all that was in the houses.

Although the Hebrew children were all circumcised on the eighth day after their birth, there would have been proselytes who were circumcised when older. Simeon and Levi were aware that the third day after the surgery was the most painful and the men would have been incapable of defending themselves. Thus only two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, were able to kill every male in the city including Hamor and Shechem. They then rescued Dinah from Shechem’s house and the looted the city in revenge of what had been done to their sister. The looting was so extensive that it seems they must have had help from some of their brothers and/or some of the slaves of Jacob. Although there is no mention of Jacob, most of the blame for this horrendous action by his sons must be born by him as the father of the household.
It seems that Jacob knew nothing of what had happened until his sons came home with Dinah and all the households, animals, and wealth of the city back to their home. Surely Dinah would have been in shock at all that had happened. The sons may have even thought that God approved of their scheme since they were so successful and suffered no loses at all. 
Gen 34:30-31 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, "You have brought trouble on me, by making me odious among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; and my men being few in number, they will gather together against me and attack me and I shall be destroyed, I and my household." 31But they said, "Should he treat our sister as a harlot?"

The narrative finally brings Jacob into the picture. He does not criticize or condemn their actions but is only upset because he now thinks that the other people in the area will be against him and he and his family will be destroyed. He is still mainly thinking of himself. He may have also been thinking of God’s promise of so many descendants and lands to the descendants of Abraham because if he and his household is destroyed God’s promise cannot be fulfilled. But we do not read of any prayer or concern about God’s reaction to their scheme. 
He said that they would be odious to the inhabitants of the land. They would be a stench because of their vaunted moral purity being used as an excuse for murder and pillage instead of being an example of God’s holiness and mercy. Jacob’s complaint about the consequences of their actions was silenced by a single question from Simeon and Levi. Their question laid a burden on him for they, in essence, said “What did you do?” They wanted to know if he had forgotten that his daughter had been raped and then Shechem and Hamor had offered to buy Dinah as a harlot. This had been followed by a proposal that the families be merged into one so that the purity of Jacob’s family and the promise of God would have been destroyed by that suggestion. They wanted to know “Where was Israel?” We are not told of any reply by Jacob as their question showed that he had not been the father they needed. Today also we wonder “Where are all the fathers?” Certainly sons of very Godly fathers can lead a life of practice of sin but in America today it seems that not many men are being the fathers they should be. No matter the lack of leadership of Jacob. The sons take the blame especially since they used the pledge of God’s favor, circumcision, to hide their murderous intentions. 
No person in this chapter comes away without sin marring them. It is indeed a very shameful incident in the life of God’s chosen people. But God did not give up on Jacob and continued to teach him and develop his character. It was only on his deathbed that he finally saw the actions of Simeon and Levi in God’s perspective:
Gen 49:5-7 "Simeon and Levi are brothers; Their swords are implements of violence. 6"Let my soul not enter into their council; Let not my glory be united with their assembly; Because in their anger they slew men, And in their self-will they lamed oxen. 7"Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; And their wrath, for it is cruel. I will disperse them in Jacob, And scatter them in Israel.
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