Genesis 32
2: Intro

In Genesis 32-36 we will study about Jacob in Canaan. God had been with him in his struggles with Laban and now he was returning to Canaan where he knew he would have to deal with Esau. Rebekah had told him that she would tell him when it would be safe to return home (Gen 27:45) but, as far as we know, Jacob did not hear from her during his 20 years away from Canaan. So we do not know if he knew anything about Esau’s wrath but we will see that he assumed it had not changed.

3: Intro Again

Apparently he knew his father was still alive (Gen 31:18) but there is no record of his having heard of his mother. He must have suspected that he would be facing a difficult situation regarding Esau when he returned. We see Jacob again as the planner and schemer. He took Esau’s birthright and blessing, he took the best of Laban’s herds and in this chapter we see how he planned to pacify Esau.

4: Intro Again

However we will see that God had changed Esau’s heart so that Jacob’s plans were not needed. We will also see his struggle with God that epitomized his narratives. He struggled with his brother (Gen 25, 27), his father (Gen 27), his father-in-law (Gen 29-31), and now with God. He had met Laban with courage and faced him down so that they parted without any loss for Jacob. But we will see that Jacob groveled before Esau with fear for what might be done to him and his family.

5: Intro Again

Why the difference? Shakespeare has a line that is appropriate: “Conscience doth make a coward of us all”. He could be bold before Laban because he knew he had lived a virtuous life (giving him a break for his scheming to inflate his flock and deflate that of Laban). But his evil actions toward Esau were still fresh in his mind and his conscience convicted him. 

6: Gen 32:1, 2

About 20 years earlier he had seen angels in his dream (Gen 28:12) and now he is met by angels of God. He was traveling so this encounter is not in a dream. There is also no indication that this was a vision so we have to assume that Jacob was allowed to see the actual presence of the angels. He named the place Mahanaim or “Two Hosts”. By this name he meant that he was being protected by two hosts: his own small host of humans and the vast host of God’s angels.

7: Gen 32:1, 2 Again

It was appropriate for God to give Jacob the ability to see these angels as he was entering a territory where he knew that he would have to deal with his brother. God’s angels are present even if we cannot see them. But on some occasions God will allow His servants to see them as He did Elisha (2 Kings 6:16). God’s angels are mighty (2 Thess 1:7), excel in strength and do His commandments (Psa 103:20), and serve heirs of salvation (Heb 1:14).

8: Gen 32:1, 2 Again

One would think that this vision, added to his previous dream followed by 20 years of seeing God prosper and protect him, would have girded Jacob to deal with what was to come with Esau. The vision of angels did so with Elisha but the result was not the same with Jacob. The precise location is not known but it is mentioned in other Scripture verses such as Joshua 13:26 and it became a well-known town in Transjordan. 

9: Gen 32:3-8

Esau lived in the region called the “land of Seir”, also called the “field of Edom” after Esau’s nickname (25:30). Jacob sent messengers to call Esau his lord so that he knew Jacob was politically inferior. They were also to give him the background of Jacob and about what he now owned so he was not coming to claim inheritance. Servants returned earlier that he thought because Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men. The vision of angels did little to encourage Jacob so he did not trust God.

10: Gen 32:9-12

First prayer recorded by Jacob in the Bible. Acted first and then prayed to the God of his father (grandfather) Abraham and his father Isaac but not to his God. If not a child of God He does not listen! He prayed back the promises of God and called Him Elohim and Jehovah. The pleading does not seem consistent for someone blessed for 20 years and with the visions and dreams granted him. Said wives and children may be killed and that would leave no descendents as God promised.

11: Gen 32: 13-20

Now he tries to bribe Esau or give a guilt offering. He does not trust the Lord. He sets forward five sets of gifts at various times for a total of 580 animals – a huge gift. Each servant was to tell Esau that they were a gift from Jacob. Servants followed each gift so Esau should have been impressed with the number of animals first. Esau would have been surprised at the abundance of gifts and giving them in five waves would have been impressive as he wonders what follows.

12: Gen 32:21-23

Jacob spends the night in his camp but nothing told about prayers. He did not sleep much as he got up often. The Jabbok is a stream that would have been easy to ford at this point so he sent his family across. Text does not mention Dinah. Crossing the stream would be a vulnerable place so he wanted to get his animals and family across before Esau came. Jabbok means “wrestler” so name probably given after the event. He sent ahead all he had without surrendering himself. 

13: Gen 32:24-32

Difficult to interpret. Did he wrestle a man, an angel, or is this an allegory of his spiritual battle? Writer probably Jacob so should take literally. Also see Hosea 12:3-5. Pre-incarnate Christ since he said “seen God face to face”. Most say Angel with capital A. Jacob asked name and reply was a question since he had been praying to Him – should know name. He could have destroyed Jacob but only crippled him for life. God justified in not blessing but honored the request.

14: Gen 32:24-32 Again

Angel changed his name: Jacob (deceiver, heel grabber, cheat, supplanter) to Israel (Sarah-El, El is God, Sarah is fight, or rule as a prince) so name means “God rules” since take name God first like in Daniel (God judges) and Samuel (God heard). God changing names goes with promises of God. With this name and with the limp, Jacob should now be known as a man who puts himself down and God first. Jacob named the place “Peniel”, meaning “The Face of God”. Name later changed to Penuel (1 Kings 12:25). 

15: Gen 32:24-32 Again

Can only see God in veiled form (Exodus 33:20; 1 Tim6:15-16) and he saw Him in a human form like people saw Jesus. Jacob limped as symbolic of his weakness relying on the strength of God. We should also “limp”: Eph 6:10; 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Cor 11:30; 1 Cor 12:9; Cor 1:27. The later editor was evidently Moses who recorded verse 32 about the eating habits of the descendents. 

