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Gen 28:1-5 So Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and charged him, and said to him, "You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 2"Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother's father; and from there take to yourself a wife from the daughters of Laban your mother's brother. 3"And may God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples. 4"May He also give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your descendants with you; that you may possess the land of your sojournings, which God gave to Abraham." 5Then Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to Paddan-aram to Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau.

So Rebekah’s plan to send Jacob to her brother’s place was put into place by Isaac who now had been shaken by the close call he had in trying to thwart God’s plan. He was not about to do anything else against God’s wishes so he passed the blessings of God given initially to Abraham onto Jacob so that from now on he would be the one through whom the rest of God’s people would come. Jacob then set out to find a wife among his cousins. Isaac and Rebekah thought that he was more likely to find a woman who worshiped Jehovah among her family. The race was young enough so that mutational defects were unlikely by marrying cousins. It was important that Jacob go on his own for some time for he had been in a very restricted family relationship until now. For him to grow spiritually it was necessary for him to have to spend some time on his own with only God on Whom to depend. Of course none of the characters knew that he would be gone for 20 years. 
Gen 28:6-9 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram, to take to himself a wife from there, and that when he blessed him he charged him, saying, "You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan," 7and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to Paddan-aram. 8So Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan displeased his father Isaac; 9and Esau went to Ishmael, and married, besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's son, the sister of Nebaioth.

We see a continuation of the bitterness of Esau over the events. He knew that Isaac and Rebekah did not want immoral wives for their sons so Esau married the daughter of Ishmael to further spite his parents. Some interpreters think that Esau was trying to soften his relations with his mother and father by marrying in the family but Isaac knew that Ishmael had been cut off by God so this is unlikely. The blessings from Abraham then do not go to the older sons (Ishmael and Esau) but to the younger sons (Isaac and Jacob). 
Gen 28:10, 11 Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11And he came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the sun had set; and he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head, and lay down in that place. 
Jacob did not have a caravan or other people to help him on the trip. He only had the promises of God’s blessings. He did not even have a tent. He was not a hunter like Esau so this would have been a very trying time for him as he was completely alone. Certainly Rebekah had packed food and some supplies to help him on the trip and he probably had currency with which to buy items he needed. This was a 500 mile trip. He probably had a camel or ass on which to ride but it would take him several weeks to get to Haran. The region around Haran was called Paddan-aram (“the field of Aram”). Bethel (“the house of God”) is about 70 miles from Beersheba and it would have taken him 2-3 days to arrive. Abraham had built an altar near Bethel (Gen 12:8; 13:3, 4) and this place would become very important for Jacob. About 1000 years later Bethel would become apostate and had to be destroyed (1 Kings 12:28-33; 2 Kings 23:15-17). We do not know if Jacob knew the importance of this place to Abraham. God led Jacob to this place where he revealed Himself in a very special way to Jacob. 
Gen 28:12-15 And he had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, "I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. 14"Your descendants shall also be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15"And behold, I am with you, and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 
Jacob had certainly believed God’s promises all his life but God had never appeared to him in a special way as He did to Abraham and Isaac. Jacob would experience about eight theophanies during his life. This appearance by God was in a dream and He appeared to others in dreams and other ways: Heb 1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, The major feature of the dream was a huge ladder that reached to heaven and was wide as angels of God were going up and down on it. The word translated “ladder” is “sullam” and this is the only usage of this word in the Bible. What God is allowing Jacob to see is the translation of reality into something he can understand from his limited perspective. There is most certainly not a literal ladder going from earth to heaven on which the angels ascend and descend. However, certainly angels of God are going back and forth carrying out the orders of God. We make models of what we cannot see in the subatomic world for electrons are really not orbiting around nuclei and electrons are really not spinning but we have to make classical mechanical models of the quantum mechanical world because that is how we think. Similarly we cannot visualize the heavenly realm so God allows us to see it in a representation that we can understand. To Jacob ladders would be a natural way that the angels would be going back and forth. Perhaps today God would show us space craft going back and forth carrying the angels to their destinations but that would not be real either. Jesus claimed to be the “ladder” upon which the angels came and went: John 1:51 And He said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you shall see the heavens opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." Jesus is not a literal “ladder” but He is the One who controls this traffic.
The Bible tells us that there are an innumerable number of angels: Heb 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, These angels are doings the commands of God: Psalm 103:20 Bless the Lord, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform His word, Obeying the voice of His word! Angels serve as ministering spirits to God’s children on earth: Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation? These angels take a special interest in God’s people and in their spiritual development. See the article on “Angels” in the appendix and the following as representative verses:

Luke 15:10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

1Cor 4:9 For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.

Eph 3:10 in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.

1Peter 1:12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.

Psalm 34:7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, And rescues them.

Psalm 91:11 For He will give His angels charge concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.

The Bible also tells us that there are frequent times when the angels travel between the realms:

2Kings 6:17 Then Elisha prayed and said, "O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." And the Lord opened the servant's eyes, and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

2Chron 18:18-21 And Micaiah said, "Therefore, hear the word of the Lord. I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing on His right and on His left. 19"And the Lord said, 'Who will entice Ahab king of Israel to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?' And one said this while another said that. 20"Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord and said, 'I will entice him.' And the Lord said to him, 'How?' 21"And he said, 'I will go and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.' Then He said, 'You are to entice him and prevail also. Go and do so.'

Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.
Job 2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord.

Daniel 9:21-23 while I was still speaking in prayer, then the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening offering. 22And he gave me instruction and talked with me, and said, "O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you insight with understanding. 23"At the beginning of your supplications the command was issued, and I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give heed to the message and gain understanding of the vision.

Daniel 10:10-14 Then behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11And he said to me, "O Daniel, man of high esteem, understand the words that I am about to tell you and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you." And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. 12Then he said to me, "Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words. 13"But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia. 14"Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to the days yet future."

Daniel 10:16-17 And behold, one who resembled a human being was touching my lips; then I opened my mouth and spoke, and said to him who was standing before me, "O my lord, as a result of the vision anguish has come upon me, and I have retained no strength. 17"For how can such a servant of my lord talk with such as my lord? As for me, there remains just now no strength in me, nor has any breath been left in me."

Mark 1:13 And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels were ministering to Him.
After the resurrection of Jesus Christ, when one of God’s children dies he goes to be with Christ and angels accompany him:

Phil 1:23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;

2Cor 5:8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

Luke 16:22 "Now it came about that the poor man died and he was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried.
At the End Times Jesus will come with His angels:

2Thess 1:7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 

Jacob was thus reassured that God is in control and cares about him. He then saw the Lord standing above the ladder and he heard Him repeat the blessings made to Abraham and Isaac. God also promised Jacob that He would be with him and protect him during his time on earth and would bring him back to the land he was leaving. Thus God reassured Jacob and did not rebuke him as we might have done. 
Gen 28: 16-17 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it." 17And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."

Jacob had now actually met with God and been reassured about his mission. He was afraid, as anyone who has come into the presence of God would be, but he now had confidence in the sovereignty of God. He would need this encouragement as he went about his travels. 
Gen 28:18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on its top. 19And he called the name of that place Bethel; however, previously the name of the city had been Luz. 20Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat and garments to wear, 21and I return to my father's house in safety, then the Lord will be my God. 22"And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be God's house; and of all that Thou dost give me I will surely give a tenth to Thee."

He declared the place special and named it Bethel, “the house of God” and “the gate of heaven”. 

He had known about the substitutionary sacrifice of an animal on an altar so he built an altar. He did not have an animal to sacrifice so he anointed it with oil on the top as he dedicated it to God and His promises. Jacob then makes an expression of love and devotion. This is not a bargain as some have stated for he already had the promise of God to do all that he said. The Hebrew of verse 20 can actually be interpreted as “Since God ….” rather than “If God….” He then said that he would give a tenth of all that God gives him to God. God’s promise was unconditional so the tithe was not a way to keep the promise in forth but an offering of thanks. A tithe actually was a tax in many ancient kingdoms but Abraham and Jacob gave it as a voluntary contribution of their thankfulness to God for His blessings. In the New Testament, giving was also voluntary and not according to any formula. For example, Paul had the churches take up a collection for the church at Jerusalem: 
1Cor 16:1-2 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. 2On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come.
Christians are part of the support system of God for His people and so they give gladly to help other Christians in need. 
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