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This is a transition chapter as Abraham dies, the blessing is renewed through Isaac, Ishmael leaves the narrative and the new generation of Jacob and Esau enter. 

Gen 25:1-6 Now Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah 2And she bore to him Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and Shuah 3And Jokshan became the father of Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim and Letushim and Leummim 4And the sons of Midian were Ephah and Epher and Hanoch and Abida and Eldaah. All these were the sons of Keturah 5Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac 6but to the sons of his concubines, Abraham gave gifts while he was still living, and sent them away from his son Isaac eastward, to the land of the east. 
Keturah is referred to as a concubine in 1 Chron 1:32 and some have inferred that she was a concubine of Abraham while Sarah was still alive. But here she is clearly taken by Abraham as a wife so it seems that thinking of her as a secondary wife is appropriate. God’s promise of descendants was through Abraham and Sarah so she is certainly primary in the mind of God also. Nothing is known about the background of Keturah but she surely was not a Canaanite since Abraham was adamant that Isaac not marry such a woman. Abraham was 140 years old when Isaac married Rebekah and he lived another 35 years. Abraham seems to be completely rejuvenated after the death of Sarah as he was rewarded with many offspring. The writer is clear that none of these sons shared in the blessings of the covenant with Abraham. The original promise to Abraham was that he would be the father of many nations and this relationship with Keturah is apparently in line with this promise: Gen 17:4 "As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, And you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. Little is known about most of the sons of Keturah although Midian and his descendants are frequently mentioned in the Bible. The Midianites were apparently allied with the Ishmaelites (Gen 37:25, 27, 28, 36), the Moabites (Num 25:1, 6-15) and the Amalekites (Judges 6:3). Abraham gave gifts to these other children including Ishmael (included in “sons of his concubines) but he sent them away from Isaac and gave all that he had to Isaac. Thus only through Isaac is the continuation of the blessings of the covenant. In verse 11 we will see that God also only blessed Isaac after the death of Abraham. 

The eastern country would be Arabia and archaeological inscriptions support this direction of their travel. After such a long time, it seems that all of these peoples along with the descendants of Ishmael, Lot, and Esau and earlier descendants of Shem gradually merged to become the modern-day Arabic peoples. Keturah and Hagar are both referred to as concubines here to differentiate them from Sarah, the mother of the continuation of the covenant blessings. 
Heb 25:7-11 And these are all the years of Abraham's life that he lived, one hundred and seventy-five years. 8And Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, an old man and satisfied with life; and he was gathered to his people. 9Then his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre, 10the field which Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth; there Abraham was buried with Sarah his wife. 11And it came about after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac lived by Beer-lahai-roi.

No details of the death of Abraham are given as we are only told that he died at 175 years and he is described as a man that was satisfied with his life and viewed it as fruitful (ripe). God had previously promised such a life to him: Gen 15:15 "And as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. We will read that Jacob’s years are not so characterized: Gen 47:9 So Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The years of my sojourning are one hundred and thirty; few and unpleasant have been the years of my life, nor have they attained the years that my fathers lived during the days of their sojourning." We then see the contrast of good and evil that characterizes Genesis from the beginning to the end: Gen 50:20 "And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. In verse 11 we read that God blessed Isaac and this shows it to be part of God’s plan announced previously: Gen 17:21 "But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this season next year." “Gathered to his people” refers to his being with people in life after death and 1900 years later this place for departed spirits is referred to as Abraham’s bosom (Luke 16:22). The phrase cannot mean just death and burial since none of his ancestors were buried where he was buried. Both Isaac and Ishmael were present for the burial of Abraham indicating that their differences were at least temporarily put aside. 
Gen 25:12-18 Now these are the records of the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's maid, bore to Abraham; 13and these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, in the order of their birth: Nebaioth, the first-born of Ishmael, and Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam 14and Mishma and Dumah and Massa, 15Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah. 16These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages, and by their camps; twelve princes according to their tribes. 17And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, one hundred and thirty-seven years; and he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people. 18And they settled from Havilah to Shur which is east of Egypt as one goes toward Assyria; he settled in defiance of all his relatives.

Ishmael probably kept the records stated here and shared them with Isaac at the burial of their father. Ishmael was 90 years old at this time and his sons were grown. The author gives us a brief biography of the line of Ishmael showing the 12 tribes born through him as previously stated: Gen 17:20 "And as for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. We then read nothing more about Ishmael in Genesis although his descendants continue to be part of the narratives (28:9; 36:3; 37:27-28; 39:1). Verse 18 fulfills the statement about Ishmael’s defiance: Gen 16:11-12 The angel of the Lord said to her further, "Behold, you are with child, And you shall bear a son; And you shall call his name Ishmael, Because the Lord has given heed to your affliction. 12"And he will be a wild donkey of a man, His hand will be against everyone, And everyone's hand will be against him; And he will live to the east of all his brothers." Isaac then recorded the death of Ishmael at 137 years old, 58 years before Isaac died. Saying that Ishmael was also “gathered to his people” indicates that he was possibly a believer in God although it is not certain that the gathering places were the same as that of Abraham. Since all people continue to exist after death this phrase also may mean that he was not a believer and was gathered with people of similar fate. The Bible does not specifically reveal the final state of Ishmael. It is difficult to determine what happened to the sons of Ishmael although they can be placed to have dwelt in northern Arabia, along the main caravan route between Egypt and Assyria. Shur is the wilderness east of the border of Egypt and Havilah probably refers to the desert area of northern Arabia. 
Gen 25:19-23 Now these are the records of the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham became the father of Isaac; 20and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. 21And Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord answered him and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22But the children struggled together within her; and she said, "If it is so, why then am I this way?" So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23And the Lord said to her, "Two nations are in your womb; And two peoples shall be separated from your body; And one people shall be stronger than the other; And the older shall serve the younger." 
In chapter 26 we will see more about Isaac but here he is given a secondary role as the father of his sons. This record was probably kept by Jacob and continues through Gen 37:2a. Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah and they had to wait 20 years before being granted children. Abraham then was 160 years old when the twins were born and he lived 15 more years. It was only after prayer that God granted them the sons promised through the covenant with Abraham. The situation is similar to that of Abraham having to wait 25 years for God to allow Sarah to give birth to Isaac. During her pregnancy she felt unusual movement between the twins so she asked the Lord to explain. The Bible speaks of some pre-birth happenings such as: 
Psalm 139:14-16 I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul knows it very well. 15My frame was not hidden from Thee, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth. 16Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.

Ecc 11:5 Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things.

Luke 1:44 "For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy.

God’s answer was of historical significance as He told Rebekah that from these two babies would come two nations that would always struggle with the older serving the younger, which is opposite to what is usually the Eastern custom. God is then telling Rebekah that His covenant would be with the younger son. It is interesting that in the Messianic line neither Seth, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, nor David were first-born sons. We know that, in His sovereignty, God chose to love Isaac and to hate Esau: 

Rom 9:10-13 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls, 12it was said to her, "The older will serve the younger." 13Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."

There is similarity here to God’s prophecy to Abraham about the descendants of Ishmael and Isaac. 

Gen 15:24-26 When her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. 25Now the first came forth red, all over like a hairy garment; and they named him Esau. 26And afterward his brother came forth with his hand holding on to Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob; and Isaac was sixty years old when she gave birth to them.

Isaac was 60 years old at the birth of the twins and it was 15 years before Abraham died so he was 160 years old. Evidently there was no way at this time for the people to medically know that twins were present for the use of “behold” indicates a surprise that God had answered Rebekah correctly! The first was red and hairy all over. The name Esau means “hairy” and the name Jacob means “heel-catcher” that was interpreted by Hosea: Hosea 12:3 In the womb he took his brother by the heel, And in his maturity he contended with God. 
Gen 25:27-34 When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a peaceful man, living in tents. 28Now Isaac loved Esau, because he had a taste for game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29And when Jacob had cooked stew, Esau came in from the field and he was famished; 30and Esau said to Jacob, "Please let me have a swallow of that red stuff there, for I am famished." Therefore his name was called Edom. 31But Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright." 32And Esau said, "Behold, I am about to die; so of what use then is the birthright to me?" 33And Jacob said, "First swear to me"; so he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he ate and drank, and rose and went on his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Esau was a “man’s man” and Jacob favored him for he provided him with venison. Jacob was a “mother’s boy” as he was peaceful and lived in tents rather than in places where he hunted. Jacob then cared for the flocks and herds of his father. Esau was a conning hunter in a time when there was no need for people to hunt for their food since they had plenty of domesticated animals and food from plantings. Nimrod was also described as such a hunter (Gen 10:19). Esau became an immoral person as stated in: Heb 12:16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. Jacob’s name would later be changed to Israel. He would not give his brother any stew until Esau sold him his birthright. Thus Esau proved that he was not worthy of the blessings of the covenant with Abraham. The descendants of Jacob would be Israel and the descendants of Esau would be Edom and God said in verse 23 that from them would come two nations. 
We see other times when the custom of the times regarding the rights of first-born children was reversed. In Gen 49:3-4 we read that Reuben was the first-born of Jacob who would have preeminence in the family line: 

Gen 49:3-4 "Reuben, you are my first-born; My might and the beginning of my strength, Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 4"Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence, Because you went up to your father's bed; Then you defiled it-- he went up to my couch. We read in 1 Chron 5:1-2 that the birthright went to Joseph because Reuben defiled his father’s bed:

1Chron 5:1-2 Now the sons of Reuben the first-born of Israel (for he was the first-born, but because he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel; so that he is not enrolled in the genealogy according to the birthright. 2Though Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came the leader, yet the birthright belonged to Joseph),

Reuben then was not enrolled in the genealogy according to his birthright. Esau was the first-born and so should have inherited all from his father and be preeminent in dignity and power. But Esau sold his birthright for a single meal showing that he despised all that his birthright held. 

There are several important aspects of the birthright (“bekkowrah” in Hebrew):
1. Such received a double portion of the estate.

2. He was head of the whole family and had authority over the younger.

3. He had to provide food, clothing, and other necessities in his house for his mother until her death and unmarried sisters until they married.

4. He was the priest of the whole family.

The following clearly show the importance of the first-born:

Deut 21:15-17 "If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and the unloved have borne him sons, if the first-born son belongs to the unloved, 16then it shall be in the day he wills what he has to his sons, he cannot make the son of the loved the first-born before the son of the unloved, who is the first-born. 17"But he shall acknowledge the first-born, the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the beginning of his strength; to him belongs the right of the first-born.

The following show other activities regarding the first-born among people and animals:

Exodus 13:2 "Sanctify to Me every first-born, the first offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to Me."

Exodus 13:11-15 "Now it shall come about when the Lord brings you to the land of the Canaanite, as He swore to you and to your fathers, and gives it to you, 12that you shall devote to the Lord the first offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of every beast that you own; the males belong to the Lord. 13"But every first offspring of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, then you shall break its neck; and every first-born of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14"And it shall be when your son asks you in time to come, saying, 'What is this?' then you shall say to him, 'With a powerful hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15'And it came about, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that the Lord killed every first-born in the land of Egypt, both the first-born of man and the first-born of beast. Therefore, I sacrifice to the Lord the males, the first offspring of every womb, but every first-born of my sons I redeem.'

The following verses clearly communicate that God is sovereign over everything and that He was really in charge of the birthright, the inheritance, and the direction of the descendants. Thus we see that God’s prophecy to Rebekah in verse 23 was fulfilled by the sovereignty of God. God in His sovereignty chose Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, and Solomon over Adonijah.
Rom 9:1-16 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 5whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 6But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; 7neither are they all children because they are Abraham's descendants, but: "through Isaac your descendants will be named." 8That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants. 9For this is a word of promise: "At this time I will come, and Sarah shall have a son." 10And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls, 12it was said to her, "The older will serve the younger." 13Just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 14What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." 16So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

This concept of the sovereignty of God does not promote an attitude of thinking that nothing we do matters since God’s will is going to be done. God works out his will through the actions of people in complex ways that are beyond our understanding. Our thoughts and actions have consequences but God is infinite and He will cause His will to be complete throughout all the infinite number of paths that could be taken because of the thoughts and actions of people. 

Jesus is the first-born of all creation:

Col 1:15-18 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. 16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.

The Greek word translated “image” is “eikon” and relates the concepts of likeness and manifestation.  So Jesus is the image of the invisible God in that His incarnation brings Him within our sensory perception but with God being perfectly revealed in Him:

John 1:18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

We Christians are also being transformed into this image in our sanctification process that will only be completed at our glorification:

2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

That Jesus is the first-born of all creation has to be carefully interpreted.  The Greek word translated first-born is “prototokos” and is also used in Rom 8:29 and Heb 1:6:

Rom 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;

Heb 1:6 And when He again brings the first-born into the world, He says, "And let all the angels of God worship Him."

The word “first-born” may mean priority in time and supremacy in rank.  From Col 1:16-18 Paul affirms that Jesus was involved in the creation of the universe and that He is involved in the maintenance of the universe.  Thus Paul is not saying that Jesus as God was created but that He was given a body that, after His resurrection, was glorified in the form that will be the same for us after our glorification: 1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.  We see that Jesus then was before all things and still became like a man so that He could suffer the penalty for our sins.  The word “for” in Col 1:16 is in explanation of Col 1:15 to yield the interpretation just given.  God established the first-born concept among humans in that such a man would be the main inheritor of all owned by the father and he would be in charge of the estate.  This human setting helped to understand that Jesus is the Father’s heir and is in charge of all creation. In the following we read more about Jesus as the first-born:
Rom 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;
Rev 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,

In Rev 1:5 we read that Jesus was the first-born of the dead although He raised people from the dead before His resurrection and others in the OT were also raised from the dead. The distinction is that all the others died again whereas Jesus was resurrected rather than resuscitated to never die again. In Rom 8:29 we read that Jesus was the first-born among many of His followers who would also be resurrected. All Christians eagerly wait that day when we will receive our glorified bodies:

Rom 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Rom 8:30 and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.
The people of God are also sons and fellow heirs with Jesus:

Rom 8:16-17 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Gal 4:7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
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