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In chapter 22 we saw how Abraham obeyed God after being told to sacrifice his son, Isaac. Abraham’s faith was so strong that, in his mind, Isaac was already dead as he began the journey. It was also clear that he believed God would resurrect Isaac to fulfill His covenant promise of many descendants. God provided a substitutionary atonement by giving a ram to substitute for the death of Isaac. We saw that this situation was a type of the atonement of Jesus Christ for His chosen people. Hebrews briefly explains this situation:
Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; 18it was he to whom it was said, "In Isaac your descendants shall be called." 19He considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead; from which he also received him back as a type.

In this chapter we will see how Rebekah is representative of the church and how the servant is representative of the Holy Spirit in bringing us finally to the actual presence of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Gen 24:1-9 Now Abraham was old, advanced in age; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in every way. 2And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he owned, "Please place your hand under my thigh, 3and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I live, 4but you shall go to my country and to my relatives, and take a wife for my son Isaac." 5And the servant said to him, "Suppose the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land; should I take your son back to the land from where you came?" 6Then Abraham said to him, "Beware lest you take my son back there! 7"The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me, and who swore to me, saying, 'To your descendants I will give this land,' He will send His angel before you, and you will take a wife for my son from there. 8"But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this my oath; only do not take my son back there." 9So the servant placed his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him concerning this matter.

Chapter 24 is the longest chapter in the book of Genesis and the longest account of a single episode outside of the flood. There are two main points in this narrative. The first point is that Isaac’s wife is not to be taken from the Canaanites who are considered cursed:

Gen 9:25-27 So he said, "Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants He shall be to his brothers." 26He also said, "Blessed be the Lord, The God of Shem; And let Canaan be his servant. 27"May God enlarge Japheth, And let him dwell in the tents of Shem; And let Canaan be his servant."

This new wife would be the mother of a multitude of nations promised by God from Abraham’s seed. Thus it was imperative that this woman not be a Canaanite. 
The second point is that the descendants of Abraham are not to return to Abraham’s homeland for their home is now the Promised Land. This section also allows the writer to continue to portray the faith that is working in Abraham. He is quoted as saying that the Lord will send an angel to make sure that a wife for Isaac will be properly found. However if the woman from Abraham’s relatives was unwilling to come back then the servant would be free from the oath. 
Abraham is about 140 years old and he knew that Isaac needed the proper wife to continue the descendants promised by God. Many scholars think that Eliezer (Gen 15:2) is the servant mentioned although he would be very old to be going on such a long journey. The event of Gen 15:2 occurred 50-60 years prior to this time so it is likely that Eliezer had already died and this is a different servant. The background and reasoning behind this particular oath are unknown. It is mentioned only one other time in the Bible in Gen 47:29 When the time for Israel to die drew near, he called his son Joseph and said to him, "Please, if I have found favor in your sight, place now your hand under my thigh and deal with me in kindness and faithfulness. Please do not bury me in Egypt, The Jews lean toward the interpretation relating to circumcision that set these people apart from their neighbors. Feeling the result of circumcision would verify that the person was indeed a Jew. Some interpreters favor the explanation that the thigh is the seat of vital functions, especially procreation. Similar methods of oaths have been reported in Australia and Arabia but there is no need to speculate since there is no historical data concerning how to interpret it. 

We see again the action of faith on the part of Abraham. When asked what to do if the woman will not return Abraham says that God will provide an angel before them so that the mission will be successful. He did allow for the possibility of the mission failing by commanding the servant to not let his son, Isaac, go to Abraham’s former homeland. The covenant with the Lord included the land and even if a wife were not found now the land must remain in the hands of Abraham’s descendants. 

Gen 24:10-27 Then the servant took ten camels from the camels of his master, and set out with a variety of good things of his master's in his hand; and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. 11And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at evening time, the time when women go out to draw water. 12And he said, "O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, please grant me success today, and show lovingkindness to my master Abraham. 13"Behold, I am standing by the spring, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water; 14now may it be that the girl to whom I say,' Please let down your jar so that I may drink,' and who answers,' Drink, and I will water your camels also';-- may she be the one whom Thou hast appointed for Thy servant Isaac; and by this I shall know that Thou hast shown lovingkindness to my master. "15And it came about before he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah who was born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Abraham's brother Nahor, came out with her jar on her shoulder. 16And the girl was very beautiful, a virgin, and no man had had relations with her; and she went down to the spring and filled her jar, and came up. 17Then the servant ran to meet her, and said, "Please let me drink a little water from your jar." 18And she said, "Drink, my lord"; and she quickly lowered her jar to her hand, and gave him a drink. 19Now when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, "I will draw also for your camels until they have finished drinking." 20So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, and ran back to the well to draw, and she drew for all his camels. 21Meanwhile, the man was gazing at her in silence, to know whether the Lord had made his journey successful or not. 22Then it came about, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a gold ring weighing a half-shekel and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels in gold, 23and said, "Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is there room for us to lodge in your father's house?" 24And she said to him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor." 25Again she said to him, "We have plenty of both straw and feed, and room to lodge in." 26Then the man bowed low and worshiped the Lord. 27And he said, "Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His lovingkindness and His truth toward my master; as for me, the Lord has guided me in the way to the house of my master's brothers."

Abraham was a very wealthy man so the caravan had 10 camels to carry gifts for the woman and her family and they were intended to also bring back the chosen woman and her supplies. The destination was Mesopotamia but the identity of the exact town is in doubt. Gen 25:20 gives the exact place where the servant went to find a wife for Isaac. It was Paddan-aram, the place of Bethuel the Aramean that probably references Bethuel as Syrian. It was in northern Mesopotamia near Haran. Abraham was originally from Ur, which was in southern Mesopotamia (between rivers).  Most scholars think that Nahor was actually Haran as indicated from future references:

Gen 27:43 "Now therefore, my son, obey my voice, and arise, flee to Haran, to my brother Laban!

Gen 28:10 Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward Haran.

Gen 29:4 And Jacob said to them, "My brothers, where are you from?" And they said, "We are from Haran."

There are no details about the journey itself as the narrative continues with their arrival at their destination. Here is a map of Abraham’s original travel and it may be that the servant reversed this journey to get to Haran:
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Here is another map of Mesopotamia:
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The time of the arrival was ideal for observing the local women coming to the well for water. The servant must have been wondering how he would know which woman is correct so he asked God to arrange responses that would allow him to know the woman is God’s choice. Verse 12 is the first recorded prayer in the Bible except for Abraham’s intervention for Sodom. He must have learned to pray from Abraham although we do not have any previous prayers by Abraham in the Bible. He prayed to the Lord but he called Him the God of Abraham so we do not know if the servant worshiped God also. It would be standard kindness for a woman to offer water to a stranger but very unusual for a woman to volunteer to water all the camels of this stranger. 
The narrative is unusual in that there is no suspense regarding the woman who comes to the well. Abraham is her great uncle and Nahor is her grandfather. The narrative shifts to the servant as we see his reaction to the situation and his understanding that this is the woman the Lord prepared for Isaac. In verse 21 we read that the servant waited and watched but we are not told how long he waited. A camel could drink 20 gallons of water after a long trip and the caravan traveled at least 500 miles. If Rebekah’s container held one gallon of water she would have made 200 trips to obtain the needed water! She does ask the servant requested so he is assured that this is the woman prepared for Isaac. She is a beautiful young woman who is a virgin and the granddaughter of one of Abraham’s brothers so she is of Abraham’s family as requested. 
When the watering of the camels was complete, the servant gave the woman a golden nose ring and a pair of golden bracelets. We do not know the value of these gifts but they were probably very expensive. They were not wedding gifts for the offer of marriage had not yet been made. Rather they were gifts of appreciation and a way of letting her know that he was a sincere person so that when he inquired about lodging she would know that he was worthy of such a stay. The servant then bowed and worshiped God for fulfilling the request of Abraham. These prayers of the servant are good examples for us to follow in our prayer life.

Gen 24:28-49 Then the girl ran and told her mother's household about these things. 29Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban; and Laban ran outside to the man at the spring. 30And it came about that when he saw the ring, and the bracelets on his sister's wrists, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, "This is what the man said to me," he went to the man; and behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring. 31And he said, "Come in, blessed of the Lord! Why do you stand outside since I have prepared the house, and a place for the camels?" 32So the man entered the house. Then Laban unloaded the camels, and he gave straw and feed to the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33But when food was set before him to eat, he said, "I will not eat until I have told my business." And he said, "Speak on." 34So he said, "I am Abraham's servant. 35"And the Lord has greatly blessed my master, so that he has become rich; and He has given him flocks and herds, and silver and gold, and servants and maids, and camels and donkeys. 36"Now Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master in her old age; and he has given him all that he has. 37"And my master made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38but you shall go to my father's house, and to my relatives, and take a wife for my son.' 39"And I said to my master, 'Suppose the woman does not follow me.' 40"And he said to me, 'The Lord, before whom I have walked, will send His angel with you to make your journey successful, and you will take a wife for my son from my relatives, and from my father's house; 41then you will be free from my oath, when you come to my relatives; and if they do not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.' 42"So I came today to the spring, and said, 'O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now Thou wilt make my journey on which I go successful; 43behold, I am standing by the spring, and may it be that the maiden who comes out to draw, and to whom I say, "Please let me drink a little water from your jar"; 44and she will say to me, "You drink, and I will draw for your camels also"; let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master's son.' 45"Before I had finished speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder, and went down to the spring and drew; and I said to her, 'Please let me drink.' 46"And she quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder, and said, 'Drink, and I will water your camels also'; so I drank, and she watered the camels also. 47"Then I asked her, and said, 'Whose daughter are you?' And she said, 'The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to him'; and I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her wrists. 48"And I bowed low and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had guided me in the right way to take the daughter of my master's kinsman for his son. 49"So now if you are going to deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, let me know, that I may turn to the right hand or the left."

There is a problem immediately in these verses because it says that Rebekah told her mother’s household what had happened and to offer an explanation for her new gifts. One would expect her to refer to her father’s household rather then to her mother’s household. Her father was still alive for we read of him, Bethuel, in verse 50. Several possibilities have been given by some scholars but the best explanation is in the interpretation of the Hebrew word interpreted above as “mother”. It can also be interpreted as “grandmother”. It seems that her grandfather had died since he is not mentioned and then the house and belongings would be stated as that of her grandmother, Milcah. Such an accounting would not be unusual and would fit with the text. I actually grew up in a similar arrangement. My mom, dad, brother, and I lived in the house of my grandparents and after my grandfather died the house and land on which we lived was of my grandmother. 

When Rebekah’s brother, Laban, saw the presents given Rebekah by Abraham’s servant he hurried out to talk to the servant. Laban is also Rachael’s father. This seems to reveal a character side of Laban that is less than sterile as his focus is on the gifts. However Laban does take care of the camels, provide water for the feet of the travelers, and offer a meal. However the servant will not eat until he tells why he has traveled to this town.  The narrative continues by allowing the servant to recant the entire episode to the new characters. It is not a simple repetition but the central points of the first narrative are repeated. He tells of the miraculous birth of Isaac and that he would inherit all of Abraham’s wealth, which seems a tactical move to let them know that Rebekah would be taken care of in style. The servant adds to the previous narrative by saying that the angel will allow for a successful venture. Thus the acts of the sovereign God are emphasized. He then clearly asks that they reply to his request for Rebekah to return with him to be the bride of Isaac. 
Gen 24:50-60 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, "The matter comes from the Lord; so we cannot speak to you bad or good. 51"Behold, Rebekah is before you, take her and go, and let her be the wife of your master's son, as the Lord has spoken." 52And it came about when Abraham's servant heard their words, that he bowed himself to the ground before the Lord. 53And the servant brought out articles of silver and articles of gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother. 54Then he and the men who were with him ate and drank and spent the night. When they arose in the morning, he said, "Send me away to my master." 55But her brother and her mother said, "Let the girl stay with us a few days, say ten; afterward she may go." 56And he said to them, "Do not delay me, since the Lord has prospered my way. Send me away that I may go to my master." 57And they said, "We will call the girl and consult her wishes." 58Then they called Rebekah and said to her, "Will you go with this man?" And she said, "I will go." 59Thus they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse with Abraham's servant and his men. 60And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, "May you, our sister, Become thousands of ten thousands, And may your descendants possess The gate of those who hate them."

Now we read how Laban and Bethuel understood the events. It is unusual for Laban’s name to be mentioned first for custom was that the father would be mentioned first. The custom of the day also was that in families of more than one wife there was the possibility of half brothers and half sisters. The rule then was that the full brother of the younger sister assumed certain responsibility and supervision of his sister. Thus the decision was to be made by the full brother and the father in that order. There is no indication of any decision yet on her part. We are told that they agree that the Lord arranged the meeting with Rebekah and they cannot rule against God. So there are now three witnesses that the events are by the Lord: the narrator (15-16), the servant (26-27), and Laban (50). Jewish custom required 2-3 witnesses. The final witness is Rebekah as we are told that even against the wishes of her brother and mother she wants to return to Isaac. Her simple response gives insight into her trust of the Lord in this great change in her life. She is now willing to leave the area of Abraham’s homeland to go to a new land given to Abraham for his descendants. Possess the gate means to conquer the government of the oppressors. 
We note the comparison with the blessing given Rebekah by her family to that given to Abraham by the Lord: Gen 22:17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.
Gen 24:61-67 Then Rebekah arose with her maids, and they mounted the camels and followed the man. So the servant took Rebekah and departed. 62Now Isaac had come from going to Beer-lahai-roi; for he was living in the Negev. 63And Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward evening; and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, camels were coming. 64And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac she dismounted from the camel. 65And she said to the servant, "Who is that man walking in the field to meet us?" And the servant said, "He is my master." Then she took her veil and covered herself. 66And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and he took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her; thus Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.

Again we see the unusual way that the narrative is written so that there is no suspense to the readers. The reader is told what is transpiring before the characters discover the significance of the people involved. Rebekah quickly dismounted her camel for it would have been improper for her to be elevated relative to Isaac. She covered herself with her veil for custom dictated that it would have been improper for Isaac to see her face until after they were married. Actually this veil covered her face and body. The writer does not retell the entire sequence again but just states in verse 66 that the servant told Isaac what had transpired. We see the tender statement in verse 67 that Isaac is comforted after the death of his mother and that Rebekah now takes the place of Sarah in bringing about descendants of Abraham for the covenant. Sarah had been dead for three or four years and Isaac was still tender over her death. It was part of the Eastern custom for him to bring his wife into the tent of his mother as part of the consummation of a marriage. Isaac was 40 years old at his marriage. Abraham is not mentioned in the text but surely he was told of the successful venture and welcomed Rebekah into the family.
We see that Isaac is representative of Christ as He awaits the union with His bride, the church. In the meantime He is preparing a place for her: John 14:3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. Rebekah is representative of the church and she was considered to be chosen even before she knew her bridegroom. Christians also were chosen before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4). The faithful servant went to locate here while she was still ignorant of the plan. The servant then sought her to come with him to be with his absent master. Similarly the Holy Spirit sought us and drew us to Jesus. Then the Holy Spirit prepares us throughout our life here to be with Jesus much as the servant must have prepared Rebekah for the meeting with Isaac during the long travel back to meet him. The church is to be pure: 2Cor 11:2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. She is being prepared to meet her bridegroom: John 3:29 "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. And so this joy of mine has been made full. The church will be educated while living to be joined to Him: Rom 7:4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God. One day we will each meet Jesus as the pure church: Eph 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 
Rebekah journeyed through the wilderness to meet him as she was guided by the servant and the church has a similar path:

1Peter 1:3-9 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

At the end of this narrative we see Isaac for the first time as he goes to meet his bride and similarly Jesus, at the end of this age, will come to meet His bride:

 1Thess 4:16-17 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.

This was a joyous meeting between Isaac and Rebekah and so will be the final day when all the church is joined with Christ forever. 
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