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“Day” One

Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Even with this verse there is controversy for some believe that “the heavens” only includes the space and not the matter of the universe. However many other verses such as Psa 19:1 above clearly includes all matter as well as space in “the heavens”. Whenever people in the OT accounts wanted to make a statement to include everything that existed they would say “heaven and earth” such as in Gen 14:19, 22; Exodus 31:17; 2 Kings 19:15; 1 Chron 29:11; 2 Chron 2:12; Psalm 115:15, 121:2, 124:8, 134:3; Jer 23:24, 32:17, 51:48, etc. Of course the “beginning” means the beginning of time for God exists outside of time. General relativity also relates to the beginning of time because time does not exist when matter is infinite as it had to have been when all matter was condensed to a single point before the expansion of the universe. Yes, certainly the “Big Bang” theory is very much consistent with this beginning as told by God. So verse one tells us that God created time, matter, and space. There is nothing in this verse to tell us when the earth was created relative to the creation of everything else. 
Gen 1:2 And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.

The earth is then stated to be without form and void with no sunlight over its surface so that there was something blocking the light from the heavens. Is there a lot of time between verses one and two? We cannot be absolutely certain but the Gap Theory that was very popular among fundamentalists for a long time says that there was a large time period between these two verses. Such advocates think that it could be that Satan was ruling earth during this time with the result that the earth was damaged from its original creation. There is scripture indicating that God did not originally create the earth in this formless state:

Isa 45:18 For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place, But formed it to be inhabited), "I am the Lord, and there is none else.

There is no way to prove such an inference about Satan but it does bring up the interesting question of when was Satan created. From Genesis three we will se that evil existed at the time of Adam. He is also called the prince of the world, which could relate to his rule before Gen 1:2. Satan could have then fallen with his angels and his judgment proclaimed in the time between Gen 1:1 and 1:2. It could have been in this time period that the dinosaurs (pretty awful, Satan-like creatures) also ruled the earth and their destruction could then have led to the state of the earth as described in Gen 1:2. 
Gen 1:3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.
This verse does not mean that God created light but that light appeared on earth. The sun and the moon had not yet been placed so dictate day and night but they and many other luminaries already existed. There must have been some barrier such as heavy cloud covers that prevented light from arriving at the surface of the earth until God made the conditions suitable for light to appear on earth. This concept brings up the problem of deciding when some statement is phenomenological or noumenological. A phenomenological statement means that the event is seen from the observer’s viewpoint such as a person seeing a flood but not knowing its extent. A noumenological perspective is outside of any local observer’s viewpoint so that the flood’s extent can be known in a larger perspective that the local observer. Thus the appearance of light on the earth could be from God’s perspective or from some local observer’s perspective (even though there were no humans on earth at this time). Since God would have seen the light from its first existence from the stars this statement must be phenomenological meaning that light was then made to impinge upon the earth by removal of some boundary. 

Gen 1:4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.

The presence of the light on the earth was judged by God as good so He defined areas where light arrived at the surface as separate from the other areas called darkness. The earth had to be rotating at this point and there would be areas where more light was present than other areas. Thus, considering the speed of light as fixed, there could have been a considerable time lapse occurring on day one as light impinged upon the earth from many sources.  
Gen 1:5 And God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.

This verse now brings up the problem of the meaning of the word “day”. In concert with many theologians, is that the Hebrew word “Yom” that is translated “day” does not necessarily mean a 24-hour day.  Moses and Peter wrote of the relative meaning of time to God: 
Psa 90:4 For a thousand years in Thy sight Are like yesterday when it passes by, Or as a watch in the night.

2Peter 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
We can then read the first chapter of the book of Genesis without a preconceived notion of a day having to consist of 24 of our hours.  Most of western civilization has a linear concept of time but such was not standard for people living in the area occupied by Moses at the time of the writing of Genesis.  Their view of time was in a cyclical nature and so they would have viewed the creation account from an entirely different perspective than those of us living in the U.S.A. today.  Some theologians such as Gordon Spykman (“Reformational Theology”, Eerdmans Publishing, 1992) have theorized that time did not have its unique meaning during the total creation period as it does now.  Such theologians call the time during creation “creating time” and the time after the seventh “day” “creational time”.  

So what is the interpretation of the phrase at the end of each “day” except day seven? And there was evening and there was morning, one day. Does this literally mean that a 24-hour day has passed? It could but it does not have to mean that for such is a poetic ending for an indefinite time period to just show that what was deemed to be accomplished has been accomplished. With that understanding, we can understand better why it is not included at the end of day seven. The sabbatical rest of God is still being accomplished as He completed His creative work and is waiting until He will bring about a new heaven and a new earth for eternity. 

On “day” two He separated the water in the atmosphere from the water on the land and called the atmosphere heaven, what the Jews called the first heaven (the second heaven is space and the third heaven is the dwelling place of God).  

Gen 1:6-8 Then God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters."  7And God made the expanse, and separated the waters which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so. 8And God called the expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.
On “day” three God named the dry land earth and the gathered waters seas.  He also commanded the earth to sprout vegetation of many varieties. We cannot know how the earth brought forth this vegetation or how long it took. Such species require light but all sources of light were made initially in the creation of the heavens and the earth. The individual types of trees and plants all came forth in their own variety and with seeds to make more of their types. If trees came forward with rings and plants had their genetic code to imitate years of growth then that would seem deceitful and God is not deceitful. So it seems that this was a very long time period. 
Gen 1:9-13 Then God said, "Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear"; and it was so. 10And God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit after their kind, with seed in them, on the earth"; and it was so. 12And the earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit, with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.

On “day” four God set the sun and the moon and the stars in their current relative orientations to earth.  He said that they would then determine the days and years and seasons. The phrase “let there be” does not mean created or made but merely states their purpose. Verse 16 does not contradict original creation but just restates the important point that they were made by God. Thus the Bible now allows for “Yom” is to be measured in 24-hour increments from some part (probably the end of this day) of day four forward. The total time lapse from the beginning of creation until day five is unknown. However many people think that one should not change the definitions of the “day” but leave them as undetermined until all creation is finished. It certainly is logical to maintain the same meaning for “day” throughout the account whether one maintains a 24-hour definition or an indefinite time period. This Biblical time standard for day and night and the unknown time period from creation then both allow for a match with the time considerations of science without first making science the standard.  This total creation account then allows for the universe to be 18 billion years old.  

Gen 1:14 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years; 15and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth ";and it was so. 16And God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. 17And God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18and to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.

On day five God then created (the Hebrew word “bara” that is translated “created” appears only on days one, five, and six) the animals in the sea and in the sky. This word is consistent with a meaning of created from nothing but it may also mean a special change in what is happening. In the verses where this word is used God is making the universe and then making living beings so in each case some very special event is occurring. It is not used for vegetation for they are not living beings. Continuing to use an indefinite time period for “day” we can only say that this process took a long time. We also see the first instance of the notion of blessing to occur because life has been created. IF the Satan postulate is maintained then it is possible that the biological matter for the sea creatures and birds would have been present to be modified by God to bring forth the animals He desired. A big if but possible. 
Gen 1:20 Then God said, "Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens." 21And God created the great sea monsters, and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.

On day six God stated that the earth would bring forth living creatures, but the word “created” is not used.  We can only speculate as to what is meant by the earth bringing forth living creatures. Since these are living creatures, we can also only speculate as to why they are not said to have been created. Three types of animals were brought forth: cattle, creeping things, beasts of the earth. All made after its kind so there is no room for macroscopic evolution or changes in kinds. Note in the vegetation the land brings forth the vegetation and there is no comment about God making them as it is for the animals in verse 25. So living animals are very special and require the hand of God to bring them forth whereas the land contains all that is needed (placed by God) for their appearance to begin. Some people postulate that this statement allows for some sort of development of these creatures over a long time period that was culminated on day six. Gen 1:24 Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth after their kind"; and it was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 
On Day Six God also created man. 
Notice that gender was not specified for the animals. On this same day God created man in His own image as male and female.  Mankind was then to rule over the rest of creation and they, as well as all of the other creatures, were given vegetation and fruit for food.  

26Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28And God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth."
On Day Six God summarized. 

29Then God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 30and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green plant for food ";and it was so. 31And God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
How about the plural form of God? Some have said this is from the Babylonian account involving many gods but the entire OT refutes that. Most people think it relates to the Trinity and that being in the image of God involving a trinity (body, soul, and spirit) is imaging God in that aspect. Mankind and all animals were initially to eat vegetables and fruit.

Note in verse 28 the blessing of God that was already given to the animals in verse 22. Since man is then commanded to multiply the blessing is intended to extend to his seed also. The blessing is carried over into the OT times as extremely important (Gen 27:19).

Day seven marked the end of creation and the beginning of “normal” time as we now know it. God “rested” means that He had completed all creation as intended before the foundation was laid. Notice that there is no mention of an end to this day as was noted in all the other days by the saying “there was evening and there was morning, the ____ day.”

Gen 2:2-3 And by the seventh day God completed His work which He had done; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.

Since God did not state an ending for this seventh day as He had for the others, the Sabbath rest is of an indeterminate length. As we know from the following that God’s rest is only from creation and not from other work:

Col 1:17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  
John 5:17 But He answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working." His creation is complete but He maintains it and interacts with His people such as indicated by 
Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

This “day” has continued and will continue until the End Times when a new heaven and a new earth will be created. Rev 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.

So it is all completed:

Gen 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts.

1

